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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.

former we embrace the possibility of more continual excrtions, including,
especially, the diffusion of accurate information on the whole Bnush
Navigauon syatem, with a view, by the correction of prevalent errors, to
bring the mfluence of n sound public opinion to bear on the legislatare, i
defeuce of a policy, which however bitterly nssaited on the pnivate judg-
ments of theoieticnl ndividuals, has never, as has been loudly but
erroncously aeserted, been condemned by public opinion, and which, we
believe, will be supported by the popular voice, in the precise propottion
in which its real merits are understoad.

To accuplish these objects effccinally, we know from experience that
considerable funds are necessary. We repeat our belief, that if vigorous
exertions in the direction we indicate are not made, the Navigation Laws
will be repealed, or so matenally altered, ns that the remnant may scarcely
be wonh retaming.  We add our conviction, that 1f such a change take
place, the value of all existing Brtish ships wall be greatly restricied 1n
extent,and the return on capital fnvested in them be greatly reduced. To
avert such consequences, any reasonable expenditore, judiciously made,
would be, in roality, the most obyious economy on the part of the ship-
owner.

We suggest, therefore, that you ahould without delay convene a mecting
of the shipowners of your port, and if they should concur in the views I
linve siated on the part of this commtice, that you should forthwith ap-
point an autiliary commitiee—c Jllect subscriptions—appoint a sccretary—
place your committee in communication with us, and inform us, as soon as
possible, what amount we may rely on receiving from you in md of the
general fund. We should be glad also 10 receive the name of any gen-
tieman possessing the confidence of the shipowners of your port who would
be willing to act with us as a member of the committce, and we invite
the most candid and unireserved conununication of any suggcestions calcu-
lated in your judgment to forward the objects I have thus hastily endea-
voured to explain, assured that they will receive our impartial and careful
consideration. And in conclusion, I would only very carnesily press on
you the great importance of ptomptitude and decision of action, without
which »o effort will, in this crisis, be available to practical good, ag the
select committee has actually commenced its labours,

I am, sir, your obediert servant,
Duncan Duxpar, Chairman.

(From the Shipping Qazette, Londen, Febraary 27, 1817.)

Referring to our remarks of yesterday, relative to the active measures
taken by the General Shipowners' Society in defence of the Navigation
Laws, a correspondent reminds us that, in December (ast, circulars were
sant 1o the principal ourports, requesting replies to certuin quenies on this
very aubject ; and, for the information of our readers, we cannot do betier
than publish the questions put, and answers returned 1n writing by a gen-

tieman then apphed to, whose experience i shiping matters 13 most ex- | can’t be the superionty of their craft, for ours are betier; nor of their
tensive, and whose opinions, 1n af! that relates to the maritime commerce cquipment, for ours are mare perfeet ; ner of their crews, for they are
of the counury, are deserving of the highest consideration .— me uly foreign, being in great part British seamen ; nor that they are m;ore
visi 5 nor that

QUESTIONS AND ANSWWERS RELATING TO NAVIGATION. cheaply we. r‘ed. ﬁfor stores tmdt hprovv: ;lsx?_ns urfogg:il&% ;h;:;_x; hcr}cﬁ)‘rz l; :1 m

First~~Tho comparative cost of ship building, and expense of navigation, Inall Shc'r poris of outiit are nearer hc h aling g larl nslft‘lcd “;wlc“'
or any of tho undermentionod countnes, viz. :—Great Britain, United States, Rusafa, | 10 the name of Neptune, is it that these irregularly constitu [
Notway, Sweden, France, Belgiumn, Holland, iunmatk, Prussia, and Spain 3 contrive to increase and multiply, so that a duty of from 50 to 100 per et p

Auswer.—Tbe comparative cost of ships, and expenss of navigation .~ on what they caught was not cnough to keep the supply of this market in !
Great Britain,ceo ... § According toclas end materals, varying from 3t0 13 ‘{em the hands of our own “ merchant princes” of the southern scas
United States, . g" l’;“'“ef'&': £6 1o “‘2‘!‘.’" ten, for a Baltic outhit, and 30s, Is there any other trade in which (with equa) chances for the whole
Tuseia, .. oxtmr ! ppo world) the superior capital of this country dogs not command supremacy H
Norway, « i 8hips built of Gr, about £6 to £7 per Must not the drawback be most powerful, which, in this particular pursuit,
Eweden, - neutralizes the many ndvantages we have over the \r:longem sl:}tcg of

18000, .. - i he parallel we have drawn from Washington Irving,
el . . £ avout £12 per won, America? Doesnot the p r
nin‘i&'éﬁ".' . % pe with the smaller fishing of fresh water, hold good?  And can we assign to
Ienmatk, * { About from £11 to £19 per ton. any other couse than the superior maritime skill of the Americans, our
E"’E’" Ny cael About £12t0 £14 per ton subjugation in the employment which of allost severely and simply tests

{:1 I.)e":t;;:.r-k”t.ho exportation of oak timber for 'lh‘ building ! prohibited; end In the comparative seamanship qf d'e.,hfvo n.mlomﬂ N sorit
Franco the export duty on oak is also prohibitory, hnvﬂ!g boen imposed on this eountry It isimpossible but that this striking instance of the rising su%enor y
importing largely somo six or e1ght years ago, whea tha Pronch goverament took alarm | of the sailors of the only nation whose position, pors, extent, ntethgence,
ad stopped the oxport. and coramercial activity can make her our rival, should not excite alarm.

Szcoun.~Whetber thote aro any poculiar edvaotoges enjojed by soy of thes | Jyis our first duty to consider if, by any act of our own, we have contris
countriey . 1

Axswer.—Yes, in some being free from port charges for the first two years, and in | buted to her success. A 39mcwhut more detailed reference to the pas
America and Franco the light dues aro borne by government. Spain vistaslly excludes | than we yesterday made will show. L. . .
us, but wo do not excludo Spain, . Omitting mention of the laws affecting shipping during the middie ages
E Tm:f ':o(‘!vzg;w"xm?' ‘)ux? %lz':?!r; lm}' '3,5u'° m; ﬂ.'fn tuculgrly 1n the shiber duties, (avowedly intended as much to favour clagses as to protect the navy of the

ave teGy cost ot ship-. ngis s coun: " . . .

Answen—No. A twolvo vears Britishebuiitahig is constructed of Englishand Afri- | country), the origin of the navigation laws is, as we all know,  statute of
can oak, or Fast Lud:'a u&k. ’l‘l;:, do::'kc on,ly cn; ?’r {e!low pino l;r:dm our CColomes, and | the commouwealth, prohibiting the import g{‘ llhc produce of .?sm, :"\i{rlw.
the price now is highee thao when the colonint duty was exacted, varying, as pices . PR inpine. Jis wasan act of war, direce
el o ;‘;," dou aecording to supply end domand. - Copper is cheaper, tan 1t dester, o3 ‘tx:(;l ﬁ::::iié%ﬁ% u:v;‘: gﬁ'ﬁ‘i‘:ﬁﬂ:? g'uional treasare, instead o'fbrond
well as labour. y D f !

rorm;n.—wt'hethﬁ: !hc{o er0 any, ond what, advantages to tho shipowner in the { and productive lands, sunny skies, a numcrgu: pcop}le. orl the tlrlnncsh::'

reseLt Navigation Lo - i in thei oved better then them all—w
P Axsw:a.—z’rbe only advantages are tho oxelumvo trady to and from our own Colo- Melxlco and Pcwl; ‘:h.mt:)nc'?ﬁ;;el:]n%d:rgr that which speech is to man—
nies dircct, and, under the rociprocity Lreaties, where treaties exist, the trado on cqual | We have now—what is toci pe Naviention Act, de-
torms with reciprocsting states to and from direct. the conveyance of the produots of the earth. The Navigation Act,

Furru.—Whether there ?ﬁ 81y, nnd\\‘vhnl. ‘ndvn[rlla:cg’ or dusadsantages to the mer- priving them of that large share of this precious privilege , which consisted
chant and e3¢5 in tho Navizalian Laws . ies. was

Answzr.—~For 110 lost five yeara shipping propeity has been o lonng investment all an the transport to Enyland of the productions of ou‘r own cl?lol:";f!,)ard-
over tho world, and tho only paztics who have gamed aro the merchants and nanefac- | a3 much an act of war, though unaccompanleq by others,asthe bo
Lazors, by low untemunerating freights, and tho entiro catmings bevog spent wa the pur- | ment of a town o the blockade of a port, and it was accepted as such by
chnse of the mnnufactunng requisite for tho supply of shups' matermls—victuallin, . its enactment.
ls'bour. and clethiig of seamen ; all, or ncarly all, bexyn;: pmc‘l’mscd 1n thiy countey. 5 ti‘lc Dutch ; for active hostiittes bmk‘l‘ out §hor.tly “g‘:l: m;ittlc mant

SuxTn~Whether there be any advantages or disadvantages to the colomcs and colo- | The Dutch. were it a great measure only carriers; producinglittle, Aot
oial trade 1n tg's grm'nt &u'lsn‘lon ll»a‘:}:" Colontes h dvant 1 colonial facturing little, Werhrought little frolm PlIolland. we took lmllle tontlll-

Asgwer —Token in ths ozzicgate, tha Colonies havo an advantage, all coloninl | 400 ¢onld not, thercfore, retaliate by l~gislation upon our trade. X
ships enjoying: tho privilegs of Britich ships, tha North American colonics possessing y 4 ’ . o <o
pe*‘q!-.ur)or’l\'ni&cgn, phuva not only the exclusive carrying to Great Rrtain, u{' common cven qndcr 1hgsc the most favourable circumstances, we were nolsuffcrrleg
waels aff P!nmh stips, but all the ather privileges of trading to other countrics under 10 derive unmixed admmagc from our mecasvre. In ‘vcry few.ycam gite
reciprochty ‘,:”‘,“?; """";,""'"’,"‘ r}""’ Hanas ‘""f majpaining apprenticets .’"’l’ dis the confirmation, under the restoration of the naviation law, it was e
Jdeantaz - they Iabour under arises from their awn legislative enactnents, for instance N . tie

a:::“.:‘:c is o freo port,and Montrea) isnot, ‘This is attributablo to tho jealousy of tho marked that lh.c Dutch were excluding us from SOnllt.: tl'Bdfgsm bulk¥ a:m
lemslaturcs of Uppor and Lower Caauda, whon scparatods united as they are now, cles, whose chicf value was the cost of conweyance ; 28, for example, U .
Jocal joaleusias will,at isto bahoped, give wway to national gnad.  Canada, NovaScotis, Baliic trade ; and especially was it found that we could not compete wit
and l\ow‘lhuns:v!ck‘hahonlg'bc unlltg and formed icto a Federal Union, baving cno them in the fisheries. Our exclusion from these, by the operation of our
armennn {nterest 19 the mother couniry. . .. ! b "
c‘.::::xrn.—wmt less., inconvenienco, of disadsantazn to the Dritsh shirowne:, own act of navigation in making our shipping uunaturully dear, gave thdem
would bo'}ut;l e 1c0 upoa e ing (‘:10 ports of Groat Britan and ts dependencies over as 3 manopoly to the Dutch. Roger ?o]w{, (;Iwhom we X»qlclﬁg
toehips of 0l e oo ot ; : referred, notices the fact :—« In two yeur after the Navigation Acs o
Ans ¥R ~—Such & question cou'd onlv bo put by a foo), or a traitor to his country. L A M ' o P
It wouid gt oaly {avolve o dostractioa of our mercaatilo mene, azd tho supply of | Rump Parliament in 1551," ke remarks, « the building of shipsin England
—_—

seamen for nntional defence, in times of bath peace and war, but be the fistatepta
repudiation of the nationsl debt, Jt would compel our shipwiights to emigrate, and
maka our tradesmen banknints.—Shipowners aro compclled tu maintain apprentices by
law, to employ Bntish scemen, whilst manafacturers may eroct machtoery, and employ
men. women, and children, withvut being obliged 1o suppurt tho latter es apprentices,
whetlier the mill is in operation of stuppad ~ But, es a shipowner, I am prepared to state.
that if expodiency 1s the uational defenee of the country to be seopardise, and
oue Batish artisans to be sacrifieed, 1 should at once say, by alfmeans, lct us have entire
freo trade with all the workd, 1f otker iations woall grant 2. Letustimde from England
to America, and thenco ta France, [Holland, and Belgium; permnit usto buv our ships,
and build them in the chieapest market.  Don't obligo us ta rear apprentices ; allow us to
man our ships with foraign scaniea ; pltee na mare burdens oa Brituh shipoiraers than
the heaviest leviesd on any forcign nation, and the British eapitabst will be able tu main

tafn his ground, whether aailing undet the British flag or undor that ofany more powerful
nat on that may subdue this country.  ARer the late war, frce trado was fint t:ied on
the shipping interest, and it rulned what might bo termed the lezimate shipowner—that
t, tho man who embarked hus all in shipping. on the farth of the Navigation Lawt bein,

upheld, and which, during the reign of Napoleon, securnd to this country the commati

of the acenn, whilst all the Continental poters were subjugated  And if the mama for
frn trado is encourszed and permitted to nde mugh shod over tho nation, what temains "
of the Navigation Laws will be erased from out statutes,’

THE NAVIGATION LAWS,

{From the London Daily News.]

Washington Irving, in his pleasant idle way, tells us that he was one
of a party of Amencans who, for a while secluded from the vor{d of dis-
putes and dollars 1n a stream-cooled region of the Alleghanies in Wes.
tern Pennsylvania, took to reading old Izaak Walton instead of the newest
prices cutrent and the latest Laverpool circalars. So charmed were
Kuickerbocker and lus fraends with the pictures of gen.lc rapacity sketched
by the vencrabie Englhshman, that bamboo rods, silkworm gut, and kirby
hooks, were forthwith ordered frun Pluladelphia, and the pleasant streams
that splash down the shady wooded hiils of that lovely region were assi-
duously flogged for a whole summer’s day. .

In vain: the return was their own hooks. and not nlfvnys those. Dis-
appointed, weaned, resolved henceforward to taste only in Walton's pages
the pleasures hie descrbes, the future mnister at the court of her Most
Catholic Majesty, and his party, were sitting by one of the streams they
had tortured, when up rambled an urchin from a newly projected Eden
Just below, furmshed with a sappling a8 a rod, with five yards of packthread
s a line, and with a crooked pin ns a hook. To complete the dlﬁerenge
between this intolerable dissenter from the rules of regular sport ?nd their
orthodox selves, the young scamp had speedily pendant, their gills on n
twig, more fish than the creels of his rivals would have held after a day’s t

ursuit.

What Irving’s vagabond-ling was to the literary anglers, the 700 emall,
neketty, dirty, home-made, foreign-worked. Yankee whalers are to Mr l
Charles Endetby’s stately, goodly, orderly, British South-gea ships. It




