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address of a prominent college president, wharein the resuits of the Ligher
criticism were sct forth and defended, read a brief statement of the most
approved positions now held by this class of thinkers. He then asked if
any one would challenge these positions as unfairly stated ; and, after
pausing for & reply, astonished his hearers by adding that these statements
were drawn verbatim from the writings of the deist Thomas Morgan and
the infidel Thomas Taine ! Ile then quoted one more sentence from
Paine, which shows to what conclusion these premises led him : ¢ My
belief in the perfcection of the Deity will not permit me to believe that 2
book so manifestly obreure, disorderly, and contradictory can be His
work.” And yet these identical pusitions are held and tanght to-day in
Christian colleges aud pulpits.

From the day s of the Tractarian movement in Oxford, especially, three
influences have been jointly operating to compel a new protest and separa-
tion of Lelievers from the body of the Church as a whole @ First, the ten-
deucy to rationalisin drawn from the German theolegians ; secondly, the
drift toward ritualisin and Romanism, as manifested in the Anglican body,
and rapidly spreading ; and, thirdly, the growing irreverence w:h which a
pretentious criticism is stripping the Word of God of its essential infalli-
Lility and inerrancy.  There are & very considerable body of Lelievers, by
no means lacking in intellizence or piety, to whom this state of things is
becom™ x intolerable 3 and we greatly mistake if = new secession is not
imminent, like that of May 1sth, 1843, when five hundred ministers under
the leadership of Chalers Jaid down their livings in Seotland rather than
eonsent to the interference and control of law courts in church matters.
While the air is full of loud clumors fur 2 blending of all churches in one,
anothier movement, not so superficial, but perhaps cven more resistless, is
in the direeiion of separation.  There are some left whe Lold to the Word
of God as an inspired Book, an infallible guide ; who hold to the Church as
composed enly of regenerate souls, whose Iaw is to Le unworldliness ; and
who hold to simplicity of worship as the conditirm of its purity and spirit-
nality ; and if the churches as now existing confinue to countenance ration-
alidtic teaching, ritualistic cnereachments, and secularizmng methods; if
theoloyricud professors are to be allowed to undermine the faith in the Bible,
and gadless standards of art, and life to displace the Divine ideals even
in the house of G, there may te ancther procession of new Protestanis
walking some day out of our present Chureh couneils or courts, to rally
about apratolic standurds and keep alive the ancient faith.

We are not alarmists ; lmt we have seen both in England sud in this
conntry inflaene-s that are mere disinfegrating than unifying. When
within the very Chureh of England there is an apen and organized mave-
ment toward Reme, numlbering hundrels aud thousands of elerical and Ly
adherents ; wken, in dissenting bodies there and their corresponding de-
nominations hera, there is an equally open and organized movement toward
doctrines wlhich thirly years ago wonld have ranked any man as an



