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* 41.P4OTISII L N CRIMJNAL .DrENCE.

T«s.cUtrious to observe hoNVIhypriotisrn
is being used of late, as a criminal défence.
Murderers used to set up iflsanity and
irresistible impulsa as an excuse for their
crimes, and the sentimental public
proinptly took pity on them and treated
tliem as *heroes and martyrs. Today
bhynotism 'is the fashionable defense.

The wvest lias been. especially prolii in
,cases of hypnotismn in the crirninal courts
and several selfmconfessed, criminals have
-succeeded in convincing a jury of twelve
men that.'the crime was comrnitted -while
-under the power of another's wvill. The
thief or murderer or rapist cornes into
court and says, yes, hie did this thing, but
he couldn't he!p it. He 'wasn't a free
,moral agent. An unseer. power coin-
pelled hirn to do the act. The old-fashi-
oned public -%ould have been content tu
*call this power the devil, but the end-of-
the-century public needs a more elaborate
-nomenclature; the criminal lawyer can't
plead hypnotisrn as a defense, but as a
*species, or under the guise, of insanity lie
uses it for ail it is wvorth; the Europcan
*authorities are drawn upon, to prove that
the criminal at bar could not have forîned
the criniinal intent necessary to make
hirn amenable to our laws and if, as ini
-some c=ses, the jury are the judges both
-of the Iaw and the facts, the prisoner
;generally goes free. The theory is, that
-given the power to hypnotize and you
*can malce "rour hypnotic victim do any..
thing you wish, says the .Philadephia
fVi me. «You suggest the crime and hie
-does the rest. This is cale.d Il'hypnotic
'suggestion." The hypnotizer :uggeste fur
-instance to his subject that a certain

person bas seduce *d bis wvife, and says,
Ilhere, h; a pistol; ,when awalke you will
kili himi and avenge the honor of your
famiily'" Wheni lie awakes lie does it, and
believes that the dead man had .actually
been guilty. Such cases are welI sustained
in thé .!aboratory experiments of the
professors; buP. tliey do flot figure in the
criminai c6urts.

Hlypnotic suggestion lias been used in
the last feiv years quite frequently as an
explanatioii of juvenile crime. Young
criminals, it -vas found, always travelled
with those old in crime, in whose power
tliey seemed to be entirely. In the ex-
perience of the Elmira reforniatory, it bas
been fouad that most of the young 1awv-
breakers cannot be, regarded as free
moral agents; a crime is suggested tu

them by an older head, and their youtlî-
fui will is so overwlieluied that they do
wliatever tliey are told to do. If any one
Nvi1l study the youthful lexv breakers that
corne before our criminal courts everv
day, lie will be struck %vith. the entire
absence of conscience as te the iniport of
their offense-%. It is not stocismi, nor is it
ignorance, and it is not, surpriqing that
the h3 pnotit.s should attempt to ex-
plain it.

Hypnotism, or the influence of 4'col-
lective sugg,,estion," as it is called, lias
been used to exonerate persons guilty' of
assisting tu lyncli their fellow man. A
mob becornes liypnotized by an idea.
Tlîey hear cries of "ghangll hlm, 1 "kili
hirn," and the like, and losing thieir will
power tliey rush upon their victim. Con-
siderable literature is springing up to
expiain our lynchings in this way, and in
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