
A CADIA A 7HENr,£UM

PROF. SUMIOHIRAS?S LECTURE

OuR readors Nvill remamber that, in eut
lat issue, ive intiranted aur intention of
reviviiig the aid idea af a lixonthly coursa
of lectures, before the Atiinauni, or
Studants Debating 5v.,iety, ivhich of late
years had fallen aeoxwbat inta disuse.
It afrortd~ us plcauro noiv ta bc able to
stato tbat bO course for tha currunt year
ivas éonedý in a highly entisfactary resu-
ner by P>ro£. Sumiehnxst dn Fridoy aeu-
ing; Oc tober I5th. ''

T he ]lccLuÉr chose for his subject,
IlHIungarian bife and character," a thenie,
wlîich, frpiu bis hein,, a native of Gormany,
and baving travelled in Hugary, boucs,
being an eye-witness cf the scenes be de-
scribed, ho, ias adapted te treat ini a mas-
terly manner. Our reader iwho were in
attendance at the institution threc, years
ago, 'will remernber having enjoyed a
nieh treat in hearing Prof£ Sumachrast
lecture before the, Athenrour at tIret tume.
WC might add, that ]iad they been pre-
sent on this occasion, their enjoyment
and profit'would have been comntnxesurato
i*tb, if xfot superior, ta their enjoymcnt

of the former lecture.
The becturar introduccd bis subjeet by

giving us reona pA;ount of tho geography
of the çqount4-; and then entoring More
particularly upon the topic, of the evening,
ho dealý fist wth, the general characteris-
tics cf the people, showving, tiet although
they levincéd great Qubtbeby ýin evading
the inn', ini their unfortunato propensity
ta apprapriato the preperty of their iieigh-
bours, yet thcy wore an industriaus, fru-
gai, an4d, in mazîy respects, a hlighy Mnoral
people.

To 'proceed with, the aubjeot, iun asyste-
mnatie mannéx, the lecturer took up in
succession, tihe tbree different grades of
soity-thb ilowe-, xfliddiwo aixd bupper
classs; commeticing 'witlî thte loiror. In
imagination Ls 'introdù'cDd -xs ta the cot-
tage cf tho peasant, and oLad eut ta aur
gaze thre scanty, yet in mauy instantes,,

strengc coente of that humble abode.
ai very erphie description -of the pois-

sanVa Étress w'as entirely- amusing, and
calied forth froquent outburstB ofblaughter.
IL ivas, hiowover, when Lie came te describe
the grotesque manner in which the Hun-
garian xustic woos aud ivins his fair ana.
that tÉxe gréàteýst hilarity ivas displàyed
by the _audience.

TEÏe dielineattoffs ot characer îuîd cos-
ttrnes of tlie middle sud upper class,ý;-
,were equally interosting and axnusiug.
The lecture wua internîingled throughont
with anecdotes and ludicrous dmsriptict
of Continental dress and habits ofh.,
which kept it from being -%eanisomu, al-
thaugh au bout and, forty-five minutes.
long. Prof. Suxnichrasles powors 'of de-
scription are of ne oainary kind, as wo
think ail prasent ivill freely admit>, and

il.. aisc. thînk it ivll bu suinu time beforo
the picture which lie painted upon as.r
nunde, in decribing Huugarian bife and
character, ivill hava fadéd aiway.

OUR REAMING ROOrf.

.No student cari afford te ilcgecet tuis
important branch of bis aducation, even if
lie -,vet sa disposcd. The rare induce-

r mente presented by our .Reading flooni
ara fsuci* tlîat overv minber of the insti-
tution iil find thýe possibility cf excusa
froin insuficient attra<ntione forever pro-
cluded. A studant, ý*e know, Las littie
tinia at bis disposai; yat genemi reading
on the news of the day, sud the questions
of the aga canstitutes an important ele-
:ment in every man's training. It isabso-
Iutely necessary tiet bie bo thoroughly
infotmed of theso, that ho may bo able te
bond the nen' force ha is daily devoloping
towarde its legitimate practical ende.
Sucli knowvledge ahould nat bo regarded
as secondary, b,»t as a requisito for the
pursuit of the more classical aud mathe-
mnat, !al departinents. Instances are tee
frpquently found oflearned ignorance,
whercin a mnan secams te hava been ne-

qiugfacts and thearizing witbout any
daiieidea cf their future utility. Sncb

could not bc the unfartunate description
of any eue ivho avails bimaisef of them
choica opportunity supplied by the Recad-
ing llacm. Thora may bu found, variaus
papers ana magazines frein di!Taront .oec-
tiens cf the Doaminion and United States,
in ivhich will bo met dificrent, views wqll
presented on tho leading tapies of the
aga-literary, religious and palitical. We
trust the mnasuia of attention due this
rooin. will net b'e withhebd ta the detri-
ment of the shident and disapprociation
of the Society whiçh furnishes it.

IlGREATNES I LITI'LENES."

Màz; holds a stand-point maidwy bc.
twcen infinito greatnecs and infinite little-
nese. Ha cannot amcena net descend ta
any cansiderable dogre withont erossing
the lino of demarcation, wbich shows
wbere mian onde and God begins. And
that kind of humanpower which, descends
deapest inta infinite, littnness, is by fat
grenter La that which ascende into, in-
fluite, greatua. LAok at a massive ice-
crowncd imperial mauntain; it je a mag-
.nificont warkof nature. Yet whatjiilI
It le only a callectien côf -mtria1e with
whicb ira are all familiar. It la enly a
laMgr mountain thain the billock -wlîich
lies at ite base. A fan o! these bills
wvould imako one of those, huge inountains
with iLs Alpine glaciers, its thiunder-boîts
of enon' and Uts cternity cf frast. Such
*vastxase, although iL nmes deep impros.

sioni upuL1 us, is flut buyund our comnpte-
hoxision. Sa the mlighty acen), wvith,
its motuntain-liko billoyws is only n
axpanse of water largcr Ilian the rive,
which lazily meandere through the plea-
saut xneadows. It ie grot, but it i8 only
an aggregation of diamond drops ivhieh
aur. oyes cau r-ensuire, and Our minds
comprolhend. These arc considered gi-cat-
objecta, and sa thecy ame, but only so bc-
cause thejy are large. They are aboye -ng,
and they lcad us less toward croative in-
flnity.

If -%vû turn our oyés in the other direc-
tion -wa losa ourselves qxlit4l as readily.
If ive pick up a pebble and undartake, the
exammnation of its structure, the <hlferent
clements which compose it, tire relation
of those elemeLts te cadi ather; the mcdo
of combination-ive are lest as quickly as
though iva undertook ta track the foot-
prints of the stars, _7e can dissect frein
each other the muscle, vtiins, arteries, ana
nerves aof a human body.; but the. littie
gat wirch taps ýa vewr upon aur hand
docs it with ait instrument, and by thre
power of machinery, 'which are ent.irely
beyond our scrutiny. Tiley ama the ser-
vants of an instinct of ivhich ive are en-
tirely .gnomnxt. We may laak through.a
drap af water, and may at firsi be axmeted
by the sparts and 8truggles of animalcular
iffe, but atlength we flnd oursalves gazing
bayond inte infinitude, using it as a lons
through wbich the Godhead becomes visi-
ble te us.

If n'a lac" up into the firmament and
send- aur - aaginatians into its deep
abysses and thini that, aven- further
than dreares can go, thasa abysses ara
stre,.n with stars. If'wa thînk ef comets
caming and going with. lightning rush,
yet occupying centuries in thefr journey,
or if -%ve only ait dawn by the sea and
think of the ivaves that kiss athar shores
thousands af miles away, ive are presseci
by a sensa of our own littieness, and asic
the question iihethier God who bas 13uel
large tbings in His cam can think of us-i
8peeks an an infinite collection of surface,
-mates uneasily, shifting in the bound-
less spaca? We geL no hape in tbis.
direction ; but ive look down andfind tbkt
the shoulders cf ail inferiar creatian are
under us lifting up. up inta the vcry pre-
sonce of God. It is thoen we obtain coin-
fart and happinene We fiid ;lmt Go&. as
been nt work belon' us in a nîass of minute
and miunificent detaiI by thte sideai ivhich.
our livos are greatt, simple, andsatisfying-
ly aignificant

Lot us note eue more phase of this sub-
5eet. A large number-tie groater part
in truth--of the hunian race are engaged
in doing smail work, and iL nxay bk grati.
fying te thetu ta knaw that the Almighty'
Ivaliar lias done a groat deal cf tho uie
kina of wark, ana bas net fond it un-
profitable employrnenb. And that it, in


