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PROF. SUMICHRASTS LECTURE.

et

Our reuders will remombor that, in our
last issuo, we intimated our intention of
g rovivihg the old idéa of a *aonthly course
of lectures, beforo the Athenmum, or
Studonts Dobating Srzety, which of late
§ years had follen somowhat into disuse.
B It affordd us pleasure now to be able to
i stato that tho course for the current year
was opdned in a highly satisfactory man-
R ner by Prof. Sumichrast, on Friday even-
ing, October 16th. * ~ =~

The Lectufer choso for his subject,
‘ Hungarian life and character,” a thome,
which from his being a native of Germany,
and having travelled in Huugary, hencs,
M boing an eye-witness of the scenes he de-
Y scribed, ho, was adapted to treat in a mas-
terly manner.  Our readers .who were i
attendanco at the institution three years
8 ago, will remember having enjoyed s
A rich treat in hearing Prof. Sumachrast
E Jecture before the Athenwum at that time.
We might add, that had they been pre-
sont on this occasion, their enjoyment
and profitiould have been commensurato
with, if xfot superior, to their enjoyment
of the former lecture.

The lecturer introduced his subject by
| giving us some AcSount of the geography
of the gcountry ; and then entering moro
particularly upon the topic of the evening,
¥ ho dealt first with tho general characteris-

tics of the people, showing, thetalthough
they ovinced great subtlety in evading
the Iaw, in their unfortunate propensity

B to appropriate the property of their neigh-

bours, yet they were an industrious, fru-
@al, and, in many respects, 8 highly anoral

people. .
To proceed with the subject in a syste-

B matic mauner) the lecturer took up in

succession, the three different grades of
society—the Jower, middiv~and upper
classes ; commepcing with thelower.  In
imagination ‘bs introduced "us to the cot-
tage of the peasant, and beld out to our
gazo the scanty, yet in mayy instantes,
strangae contents of that humble abode.
His very graphic description of the pea-
ssnbls stress was entirely. amusing, and

R called forth frequent outbursts of laughter.

1t was, howaver, when he came to describe

B tho grotesque manner in which the Hun-

8 garian rustic woos aud wins his fair one.
| that the greatest hilority was displayed

® by tho sudience,

The ddineatiofis of character and cos-
taumes of the middle and upper classes,
were equally interesling and amusing.
The lecture was intermingled throughont
with anecdotes and ludicrous descripticvs
of Continental dress and habits of lue,
which kept it from being wearisoms, al-
though an hour and forty-five minutes
long. Prof. Sumichrest’s powors of de-
scription are of no ordinary kind, as wo
think all present will freely admit, and

wo alsu think it will boe sume time before
the picture which ho painted upon our
mnds, in describing Hupgarian life and
character, will havo faded away.

OUR READING ROOM.

No student can afford to yeglect this
important branch of his education, even if
he wero so disposed. The rare induce-
monts presonted by our .Reading Room
aro such that overy member of the insti-
tution will find the possibility of excuse
from insufficient attractions forever pre-
cluded. A student, S¥e know, has little
timo at his disposal ; yet general reading
on the news of the day, and the questions
of the ago constitutes an important ele-
ment in every man's traiaing. Itisabso-
lutely necessary that ha be thoroughly
informed of these, that ho may be able to
bend the new forco he is daily developing
towards its legitimate practical ends,
Such knowledge should not be regarded
as secondary, hut as a requisite for the
pursuit of the more classical and mathe-
mati :al departments. Instances are too
froquently found of _learned ignorance,
wherein & man seems to have been ac-
quiriug facts and theorizing without any
definite idea of their future utility. Such
could not be the unfortunate description
of any one who avails himself of the
choice opportunity supplied by the Read-
ing Room. There may be found various
papers and magazines from different see-
tions of the Dominion and United States,
in which will bo met different views well
presented on tho leading topics of the
age—literary, religious and political. We
trust the measwe of attention due this
room will not be withheld to the detri-
ment of the student and disappreciation
of the Society which farnishes it.

“GREATNESS IN LITTLENESS.”

Max holds a stand-point midway be-
tween infinite greatness and infinite little-
ness. Ho cannot ascend nor descend to
any considerable degres without crossing
the line of demarcation, which shows
where man ends and God begizs. And
that kind of human power which descends
deepest into infinite Jittleness, is by far
greater than that which ascends into' in-
finite greatness, Look at a nassive ice-
crowned imperial mountain ; it iz a mag-
pificent work of nature. et what is it4
It is only o collection of Teterials with
which wo are all familiar. It isonly a
Jarger mountain than the hillock which
lies at its base. A fow of these hills
would make one of thoss huge inountains
with its Alpine glaciers, its thunder-holts
of snow and its eternity of frost.  Such
vastness, although it makes deep impros-

[~ . .
sions upua us, is nut beyond our compre-

hottsion. So tho mighty ocean, with
its mountsinliko billows is only an
oxpanse ef water larger than the rive:

which lazily meanders through the plea- o

sant meadows. It is great, but it is only

an aggregation of diamond drops which

our cyes can Teoasure, aud our minds

comprohend. Theso are considered great-
objects, and so they are, but only so he-

cause thoy are large. They are above us,

and they lead us less toward creative in-

finity.

If wo turn our eyes in the other diree-
tion wo lose ourselves quitv as readily.
If wo pick up a pebble and undertake the
examination of its structure, the different
clements which compose it, the relation
of those elemexts to cach other ; the mede
of combination—1we aro lost as quickly as
though we undertook to track the foot-
prints of the stars, _Wo can dissect from
cach other the muscle, veins, arteries, and
nerves of a human body ; but the little
gnat which taps & vein upon our hand
does it with an instrument, and by the
power of machinery, which are entirely
beyond our scrutiny. They, are tho ser-
vants of an instinet of which we are en-
tirely jgnorant. We may look througha
drop of water, end may at first be arrested
by the sports and struggles of animalenlar
Iife, but atlength we find ourselves gazing
beyond intc infinitude, using it as a Jens
through which the Godhead becomes visi-
ble to us.

If we Joc’s up into the firmament and
send- our. _naginations into its deep
abysses and think that, even- further
than dreams can go, those abysses are
strown with stars.  If wo think of comets
coming and going with lightning rush,
yet oceupying centuries in their journey,
or if we only sit down by the sea and
think of the waves that kiss other shores
thousands of miles away, wo are pressed
by a sense of our own littleness, and ask
tho question whether God who has such
large things in His caro can think of us—
specks on an infinite collection of surface:
—nmotes uneasily, shifting in tho bound~
less space? We get no hope in thia
direction ; but we look downand find that
the shoulders of all inferior creation are
under us lifting us up into the very pre-
senco of God. It is then we oblain cont-
fort and happincss. We find that God haa
been at work below us in a niass of minute

and munificent detail by the side of iwhich. - |

our lives are great, simple, and satisfying-
ly significant. oo

Let us note one more phase of this sub-
ject. A larpe number—the greater part
in truth—of the human race are engaged
in doing small work, and it mey be.grati-
fying to them to know that the Almighty
Maker has done a great deal of the same
kind of work, and has not found it un-
profitable employment. And thab it is



