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very busy shooting arrows at the birds a-
mongst the tees,

The encampuaent was in the woods a-
hout two hundied yards distant from the
stand just deseribed. As Tapproached it
1 could hear the pneacher distinetly reading
one of ‘Watt’s Fiymuo,

The appearanee of the meeting so fu
was entirely adverse to serious clations,
Yot the voice of the preacher, betore 1 could
fully sce him in the congregation, and still
more the words which he vead fell with pe-
culiar solemnity on my cur, the words
were these

ITow could 1 Lear to hear thy voice
Pronounce the svund—depart 2

The thunder of that dismal word
Would so torment my car

“T'would tear my sowd asunder Lord
‘With most tormenting fear &¢

1 was soon closc on the congregation,
wad dismounted from my horse.  For a
faw moments, 1 was a mere spectator of
the novel scene, without attending to the
religious exercise. I saw before me @ cir-
culur space of sixty, or seventy yards di-
ameter on which the trees had been cut
down. They were laid in parallel rows
with boards across them for seats; and here
was asmall congregation of some 50, or
GO persons, the rain as 1was told hav-
g prevented @ large attendance.  In the
woods, skirting the circular clearing which
had been made fur the congregation,were a
wamber of shanties constructed with boards
for the occupation of those who were spend-
mg diy and night in these religious exer-
cises,  ‘The preachicrs stood on a covered
scaffuld erccted at one side of the open
space. e who led the devotions wore
ican coaty and had a handhcichicf ticd
rouud his hicad and so presented a gro-
sesque vathier than reverend  appearance.
Hc prayed, after the singing was ended,
and many loud and appareatly carnest
sjaculations from the peaple brokic in on
the address to the thrgne of gace which
he was offring up.  “This, howerar ishy
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no means a certain  indication of  decgy
feching in Mcthodist worshippers . wnd 1
saw very visible indications of histlessness
and inuttention amongst - several of the
people  The blessing closed this service
And animtimation made by the preacher
remuded me, that the soul in vain cowts
the remotest local 1etreats 0 escape fiom
corporeil cares. It ran in words like the
following : « Brother will preach
at H o'clack, and the sisters are requesiud
to have the dinners over, in time for prayc:
wieetings in theshantics at 3 o'elock.”

As 1 retired from this meeting, I saw
A man in a state of intoxication at a stand
where beer was sold; I had seen nothine
in the scrvices, peculiar to & Camp
Meeting such as the rethving of companies
for prayer or gining signals; and the
solemuity of the seene &l far shoit of the
Tent preachings that were so commos in
country o aishes in Scotland on Sacra-
mental oceasions in my youthful days.
Ofien have I mingled in the vast assean-
blage of sober worshippers on a hill side,
or in & church yard, that were listening to
theclear oxpositions and  pathetic appeats
that hour after hour weremade to  them by
one minister after another from the TENT
And the walk homewards often of many
miles length afforded ample opportunity
o meditate on the truth  that  had
Leenheard.  The kind of sutlery cstab-
tishuents which fullow the Camp Mcctings
in this country, and are in some respects
mscparable from the system of bivouack-
ing day and night in the woods, indicate
as ) think, somecthing reprehensible in the
system.

Inthe evening o man who was appa-
sently a halt Indian called on Mr. Web-
ster for some wine to be used in eclebiat-
ing the Lord’s Supper on the following
day atthe CampeMecting.  Heming him
addressed as John Norton, and knowing
that the lands which the ke Majm Nou-
ton possessed were in the nesghborhood, |
concluded that thi~ wightbe the won of that
icetahable man , uor was 1astahen



