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*&ng, ileirChntrch into at Synod; and on thi*s occasion tliey freely converscd on
thase sisades of difibrence on somne points whichi it Nvas understood existc..
Tlsey d.lfered about covenianting, they vrere not generally opposed to Nationai
E3tablisînents of religion ; and they did flot e'ven ail agi-ee about %wisat was
:iftcrvards considered the grand distinguishing peculiarity of their Clitirch-
Free Communion, or liberty to 8it at the Lord's Table witi visible saints, ai.-
thowls of* otiser Churistian denoininations. "lAt the very first mneetillg," 8a3...
Dr. S7 ruthers, " wlich took place betwcen tihe Eastern and Western l>rcsby.
tery, to consuit whetlier they sisould constitute themselves a1 Synod, the qiuet4-
rion as to tlieir terins of' communion wvas introducod as at piater on wlrieh
they ivere divided. M'ien die sons of God met together, thiýS question, like
an cvil spirit, appearcd ia thre midstof thiem. Cruden 4i Glasgow, and Cowan
of Cuiingsbnrgli, wishied ministerial and Christian comunnion restricted to
l'resbyterians %vîro were visible saints. ' A motion was made by MNr. Cowan.
decsiringl1 Lu kniow flic maind of the meeting, witls respect to holding ministerial
and Christiasn communion with those of the Episeopal and Independenit per-
suasion, and wvitl r1espec to those who are unsoun d iii thre essentirtîs of tlie
Christian faith, particla1.rly by their publications to the world.

Il 1With respect to the ]ast of these, the meeting unainimously agreed, thas
,hoir principles did flot alloiv tOnt to hold communion ivitls Suds.

"' 1Vith respect to the othier, viz., ministerial or Christian communion occa-
sion:slly %vitli drose of the IEpiscopa.l or Independent persuasion, thse meeting
heirrg(, of différent opinions, p)ut a vote :-old communion iwith those of tihe
Ej)iseopal or Independent persuasion oecasionally, upon supposition atlwayç.
that they ar-c by profession visible saints ; or flot? and thse )IoI being called.
ind ioLes mialked, it carried, Iloid communion. And, therefore, tise meeting
âad it agreeable to tise prineciples of the Presbytery of Relief to lsold commu-
nion occeasionrnlly %ith such.'

It ilhus appears that prior to this period the denomination liad not been a]-
iogetheùr consulidated la sentiment. Nor is this to be wondered at, wlien %vc
Consirlcr that the mninisters compossing theso llre!<obyteries liad corne fromi -4(
Dfly different bodies of professing Christians. Tis meeting, hoi-es-or, heip-
ed tIsons foru-ard to greater uniforiinity ; and at the first meeting of' Svnod to
whiels they noiv agreed, they seem, as 'will appear froin anotîrer quotaition, ts'
hase reaclsed sticb unanimnity on tihe points of former difference ns to promise

:tire future harinonious and efficient co-operation among themnselves.
It was in 1773 that thec Synod of Relief mmas first constitutcd, and on this

ic'asion they again lield consultation about thoir principles and design as at
i atircli ; and now tlrey seemn to have corne up to one mind as to tIhe imnport-
ast objects of their Association. In particular, the subjeet of Free Commnuniou
was again diseussed at this meeting of Synod, and, says Dr. Struthiers, "lthe

i inenhers of'Conrt, after havinc liad tihe rasatter a year before thens, gave a de-
i IIerate and unanimious judgmràeint on their ternis of comnmunion as a religiouei
Pdosomination. Vi ths respect to tihe overture cou cern ine min isterial and Ch ris-
I îan commuiinioni, the Synod were unanimously of opinion, that it is agreeshie
c: the WVord of God ansd tisir principles, occasionally to hold communion
%rith tisose of tihe Ep)iscopal and Independent persuasion who are visible
sints."

la die circumstances in whlsih this denomination arose, it la not surprising
shat there msas at first, to somo extent, a avant of unity in plain and operatisit
iiiong- tihe ministers. Coming front s0 many different denominations, at dif-
feèreat, tisnes, and fron different causes, iL could hardly be expected that kmn-
dred sentiments and feelings wsould bo matured among them. Some time
eas necessary to mnake thein aequainted and give them' confidence ini each
curier, and thus to produce a thorougli amalgamnation, and direct to a common

aira. They were not long in reacing these. This, their firet meeting in Sy-

und, gave tse cisaracter and impulse t ail their future proceedings.

1 There %vere cases, too, where, at ise out eet, a similar want of unity .tppettr-
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