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aYgetdF~ctorie in the Stnidi of the Elarly
i>I>csof Christ la itif. By the flev.

J~usOaai, Professor of Chiurcli His.
tory iii thie United Presbýyterial1 Tlieo-
]ogical College, Edinbur-gh. Lonidon
Hodder & Stougliton. Tor6nto : XVil-
lian .Briggs. IPp. 235. Price, .51.25.
Titis is a very suggestive volumne on

soine aspects of the early hiistory of
Christianity whicli are often overlooked.
Gibbon and othier writers folloving( Iii
lhave greatly ininifieci thie influence of
Cliristiauity iii thie eairly centuries. Our
autiior proceeds to show thiat the new
leav'en greatly affected pacgan society,
that it hiad a far greater influence than
bas h»Ieretofore beenini tted. The prin-
cipal evidence on titis sxbject hie finds in
the inivaluiable testiliony of the Cita-

c'ibs1" think 1 ain. justificd," lie
iii speaking of tlIe Catacoînb dis-

ce «cries as a ' nigectud factur' iii e
m'tuîdy of early Chiurcli lîistory-one
%ilhoel onily recently Cliurchi i.storians
have takenti e trouble to refer to at ail,
aund if the bearingrs of whichi even yet
thecy sIîoiv generally a inust inadequate
atl>lreciciation."

Besides thie glowving accouint of the
<.arly Cliristian writers, there lias, lie says,
heen openied to us witliiin recent years
anothier book of surpassing interest, tlie
pages of iviiiell -are constintly b)eing more
clearly deciphiered by skilled interpreters,
anîd ivhiicli promises t4o tlirow a flood of
reliable liglit on just suchi problenîs2 as
Wu are deahing Ivitii. It is surprisîng
tiiat tîtese <iscoveries liave nuot been made
miore use of by Chiurchi Iiistorianis."

Vie authior dloes us the lionour to refer
several tiines to our book on the Cata-
coîîîbs for facts; and argumnents on titis
ncgiected side of Chiurchi history. He
shiows that tiiere wvas is extension of
Chiristianity laterLlly or niiîerically in
tuie IRoman Empire far beyomid wliat
uîost hiistorians hiave been willimmg to ad-
mlit. Hie shlows, too, that riiere iva-s ani
extension of ('lristianity vertivally, 'r as
respiects the ditrerent strata <fsiciety-
that wliile of course, thie great b)ody of
the Chiurcli weî*e of the poor or of the
iidle cis1~,therc were tiiose ofCa.r'

iiouschiold and tiiose of liigli rank and
station wlio wure also the disciles of
Jesus. Wu hiave long silice pointcd this
out l>y iiiiierouis exainille-s iii tie elpîtalîs.
<f the carly Cliristiauis ini our book oni tihe
Catacoîubs. Dr. Ulliorn, in lus" Confliits
of Cliristianity and lgaim"also does
us ticehîcîtour of quoting extensiveiy froin
omir boo(k on titis subject, as docs Dr.
WVhedon iii bis -Coin en taries."

Dr. Orr proceds to dleinonstrate the
intensive or penletrative influenice of
(2liristianity on1 the tlionglit and life of
the empire. This is especially seen ini
the eflèct of Ciiristianity on mnorals andl
legislation, ln the elevatîin of woian,
tie abolition of slavery, the amnieioration
of crintinal law, wliiclî, like the laws of
Draco, wvas %vritten in biood, and in înany
otiier respects. This, too, %we hiave pre-
viouisly shiowni by nany exaînples of early
Cliristiami inscriptions.

0aîîadian Battleficlds, «md Other Poens.
By LIE.UT. -COL. J. R. WILXINSON.
Metbiodist Book licois, Toronto, MNon.
treal1, and Halifax. Pp. 2192.

We confess tliat -we are not very gleatly
iii syinplatliy ivith thie glorification of
war. W'e b)ehieve tliat botis iii Canadiati
and Ainerican literature too inucli ii

pliasis lias been placed upomi the unhappy
collisions on tlie field of baff-le of our
kindred peuples. As thie grass lias grown
green-ly on the graves of our fallen hlrmes,
so sliould we veil tlie mnemories of thiese
unia;ppiy strifes and rejoice in the grow-
in- love aud brotherliood of the neigbi-
bouring nations.

"Let us then uniting bury
Ail our idile fends in dust,

Amîcl to fuiture conflicts carry
Mutîtal faithi and muttuat trust."

As a gllant soldier tie ivriter records
tlie hierojuni of Ohatttuguzy and Beaver
Danms, of Lundy's Laine and Chirysler's
Farin, of Stony Creek and Queenston
Heiglîts.

But uiot aIl lis poeins are of %var. "Tlie
love of hlome, tuie Song of nature, the
mnystery of creation, thie ixapenetrable
deptiis of infinitude " furnisît thieines of
mnlany of biis sonws. Tie longest poil
"The Fliglit of" Tiinie," is omie of epic

gr21andeur. It sweeps front ie creation
thirougii thie great events of Iiistory andl
tie rmahlis of spiace to the final consunii-
nation whien tilne shial be no more.

Artnagcddon ' is a striking puin ii
whicl: the final confliit between Chiristian
and "INosîcIm shiah take place on tbIe plains
of Inidia. Tie-se closing hunes breathe a
nmore traurjuil spirit -

O clîarity ! unîfoidl tiiy pure witc wings,
Teaicli us to sufler and to forbe.sr:

Tro lauri no darts, nu0 cvii, bitter stings,
For life is nccdful amid fulil of care.

TMienu fold us, fold us, lu tiîy pure wliitp

ý5liiclI ns fromn ourselves, and let us sec
Onhy good liu othiers, and the joy tat, brlnigs-

]?cace to us iu hifc asnd iii ctcrnity.
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