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Fifty years ago there were four sep.arate
Preabyterian bodies in thse Maritime Pro-
vinces, viz., tIse Presbyteriant Synod of
Nova Scotia, tIse Syn-d of Nova Seotitt in
connectiots with the churcli of Scutlànd;
the Presbytery of New Brunswick in con-
nection with the cisurch of Scutland, and
tise Roforted Presbytery (if N. B. and N.
S. Thero were in ail about 60 mituisters.

Belcher's Ahtuasac: for 1839 gives a list
of tise ninisters il) cosinection with thse
first two bodies 1 have rnentioned. There
were 24 in counectiun with tthe fàrst, and
22 with the second -46 ini ol. Ili that
list Truro is marked vacant, and thse uaine
of Wiliam McCulloch isgiveias apreach-
er within the bounds of the Syntid. With
the exception of Rev. Alex. Romanq, Dr.
McCulloch is thse uniy missister in cossnec-
tion with either Synod at that tume, who
is uw living. AUl have gue t'> their re-
ward. Having fought a goud fight, they
now wear a crown of glory. Tht3re is oitly
une mîinister whoao naine is on our Synod
roil, wh'. is older in tise sninistry thait Dr.
McCsiiloch, viz., Dr. McLeod, uf Sydnsey.
He wus ordained oin Tth Nov., 1833 but
hie was not in Nova Scotia 50 years ago.
'Dr. McLeod, 1 beUeve, has been longer isu
the ininistry than aîy other Presbyteriai
nuinister in the Dtsiin

There are, according to Presbytery ralse
submitted tu hast Assenibiy, 8M6 Preaby-
terisn' miniaturs in thse DomLion. 0f
these about M9 were ordained since the
unions of 1876 ; 715 since tise union of 18.
60, and unhy twelve have becs> uver 50
~earsin thea nsiuistry.

Theme were snany -truly great men amontg
thse miniaters of ifty years agi). I do nct
say that the ministry la degenerating in
any respect. I du flot believe that it is.
Nay, 1 arn sure that it iis not 1 afirin
that the yotung mon of thse present day,
educated in aur own colleges, are in mnoat
respects thse equals, and in smre respecta
the superiora of the young mnen who a haif
a century ago came frurn the mother
country. I beliove that, as a mule, ur
miinisters now do more and harder work
than our forefathers. No duubt they had

hardships of various kinds to endure of
which we know fl(thiflc7 but iii these btigy
buntling days. when ai are tit the rush
in thes<f, days (if close deterrnined coulpe-
tition, every mninister -ust work hard,
earnestly and cunstantly, or he will be it
failure. 1 esAnnot admit tlîat the former
days we-ie better thaîs these-that thero
were greater muen fornierly thaîs now--
men whose labors put us a]] to shame!
Stili, there were uiay great and good mien
aniong tihe fathers-umen who lef t their
fuotprints ai] over our lanid -nien whiozn to
copy is tu iiake our lives sublime ; mentu c
be held in everlastitig renibrance !

Tiiere werc nine nien on the roll of
Truro Presbytery wvhen Dr. McCullocIt
joined it oi 14 Fehruary, 1839, viz., Revds.
John WaddeII, John Brown. Thos. S.
Crowe, Juhut 1. Baxter, Jouhn Sprutt, A.
Kerr, Jas. Sinith, J. Murdoch, and R.
Blackwood. 1 was peraonally acquisinted
with Messrs. Baxter and Sprott only.
Wien in 1866 1 weîît as a young mai to
my first charge ini Muajuodoboit. Mr.
Sprott shuwed nme no littie kindness, and
gave une inuch valuable assistance. Onue
advice 1 shall neyer forget was 1'alway%
chuose a fat toit."

The hast sermon hie ever listoned to, h.
heard froin mre on 29th I>ecemher, 1867,
at the opening of a new church, and the
haut tinte hie over preached* indeed the
luet tume he was ever out of thse house-
wau the saine day>- He gave a most
touchitîg address fri the wurds "80 sonu
that y. mgy obtain."

In 184I'theeat dX..-ruption of the
established ohurchof Scothand occurred,
and in iLêf(il6Wing year "the Free
Church uf Nova Scotia"' wait forined. and
iii 1845, "the Preabyterian Church of Ntw
Brunswick." During tisese years thera
was much excitoînent -and inany chanîges.
In Pictuu Presbytery ail " the Kirk "
iinters loft fur Scutiand, excepring Rues.

Mr.'Stewart, who joined thse .Free Ciumcli,
and Rev. Alei. Mc(',iiiivray of MeLellan'a
Mouutain. Tu the latter i owe rnuch, as
it w-as thmough his advice and assistance 1
left for coliege ini the autunin of 1859.

lIn 1845 there were six Presbyteriaué
b9dies in thse Maritime Provinces. Rt was
an age of earnest contention, shail 1 say
bigoted contention for the truth, or what
waa supposed to be the truth. If nuw
tîseme is a tebdency tu latitudinarianian,
then there was a tessdency to e 'tclusive-
ne-se. Doctrine was usugniiel1, practical


