
Such superstition is one of the greateat cathedral mnust go with the temple and tlw
acourges cf the human race. It overthrowis pagoda, as alike manifestations of human
the very foundationis of nîorality. In crê3dulity, 'aud profs (;f the intellectual
.place of the naturel merise of rigit. and feoblenesa and folly of mankind. While
wrong whicli is written in mn's consci- under thre impression lof that nierorable
ence and hearts, it introduces an artifical evening at your house, 1I took up moie of
sitandard,,by which the order of thirigs is your public addreEEcs, and experieîîced
reversed: right ie muade wrong, and wrong a 8trange revulsion of feeling. 1 could
is made right., It niakes t hat a virtue hardly believe mny eyes as 1 read, s0 inex-
whîch ie flot a virtue, sud that-a crime pressibly was 1 ahocked. Thiîîgs ivhiclm 1
%Vhieh is imot a crime. Religion consista lu held sacred you not only rejected with
a round of observances that have un rela- uiihelief,,but 8necred at with coritenilt.
tion wlîatever to iiatural*g(Jodnesis but Your words were full of a bitterncss su
whilm rather exclude it by being,« substi- unlîke anytlîiig I liad heard frei your
tute for it. Penances snd pilgriînages lips, that .1 could nut reconcîle the two,
take the p)lace cf justice and iiieircy, ben- -tili 1 reflected. that iii Robert Ingersull (as
evolence and charity. It is a mortal sin in the miost of us) there .,ere' two itn,
to break caste, but a venial offence tu lead who were luot ontly distinct, but contrary
a vicions life. One rnay be very holy, the one to tire other-the one (lentie and
according to the Hindou ides. of holiness, sweet-tempered; the <tier clelighiting in
anid yet be guilty of every vice and every wae as bis native elenient. l3etween the
crime. The Talugs,. whcî iver the strang- two, 1 have a decided preference for Îhe
lers of India, made robbery and murd, r former. 1 bave no dispute ivith thre quiet
not only a business, but a religion, and and peaccable gentleman, -Whose kindly
always soughit the favur cf the goddcs3 spirit miakes siaîshinie in Lais home; but

Kai*coesetting ont oii their expedi- it is ilîat othc'r nmané over yonder, o
tiens. Such aaeiins far froma beizig cornes forward into the arelia like a gladi-
a purifier, is the greatest corruptor of ator, deflint and belligerent, that rouas
itorale, su that it is ne ext.ravagance tu iiy antagonismi. And yet I do iiot i.ntend
say of the Uindous, 'who are a gentle race, te stand vp ev'en against hirn; but if lie
that they iiiighit be virtuous and god- if uvili only Mt dowî& aud libten patien~tly,ancl
they were nut su religions. But tbis co- ansivcr in those soft toues cf voice' which
lossal superstition weiglme upon their ver 7 he knows so welI noir to use, we cen liave
existence, crushing out oi:en natural vir- a quiet talk, which Nçill certaiuily do hiîîi
tue,. Sucli a religion is an imnueasurable neo harmi, while it reliuves mny troubled
cuise. It is the inost terrible-of «tyran- mind.
nies, for there je ne bondage like thre boîr- THE ES-ISTENCE OF <iOD.
dage of the soul. Whatever power can What, then. is the busis of this Religion
destroy it-I care rot wliether. it be a 'which you despise ?.- -ttIoe foundation Uf.
political rovolution, or serre convulsion of every .form, of religions -faith and worship.
iiature-an earthquake, rvhich shail shmke je the ides. of God. Hereý-you take your
thre solid eartlr-whatever thre cause, stand: yen: do irot behitve iu God. 0f
whether muoral r îîîaýtrial, if unly it be course yonu di) not deny âbsolutely the.ex-
radical etiotgh, it will break up the old isteîîce of a Creative p)uwtr: fur that would
stagnation, and a purer air fromn the Indiari be. to assume a knowledge which, ie h utuat
Ocean wil begini to bluw Over a land, théir beiug cari possess. Hurv sniall is thre dis-
bua been dead for thousands of Yeats. tance that we eau see before us! The

1 hope tis language ie strong enoughi caùdle of our intelligence thi ows iLs beailrs
te satisfy even your own intense hatred of but a little way, beyond which the cîzck
superstition. You caniiot loatire it more cf light is ccnrpassed by universal dark-
than 1 do. Sm far we agree perfectly. neas. Upun tliis ne one intiuta nmore tham
But urfortuxîately yen do riot liirait your yeurgelf. 1 -have heard yen. discourse
crusae te thre Religions of Asia, but turn upon the insigiicance of rmen ini a way tu
the saine style of argument agairet thle put mary preachers te shanie. Yeu seein
Iteligion cf Europe anrd Aiierica, and in~- i te take a delight in expesing thre feeble-
deed. agairist tie religions belief and, wor- iree of bis power8 aird the limitations cf
ahip cf evcry country and cline. Iu this his knowledge. This yen do tu show 'whaà
matter yen inake nre distinctions: yen a cencesit it ie in this poo r littie manikin,
wouldl sweep them ail s.way; chu'rch and 1with his tl.iurblL-full tf biaums, te assume
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