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the matter of folding becomes rather ditticult.  Upon
this depends much of the beauty of the book.  In these
days of machinery, it has, of course, been tried to arrive
at accuracy in folding by this means.  But, strange to
say, folding is one of the few things in which mechanical
accuracy is surpassed by that of the human hand.  Most
of the folding is done by women.

‘The sheets are then **collated,” or gathered together
in distinct books, in quires of twenty-four sheets at a
time. You may have noticed, as 1 have done, letters
printed on the lower margin of pages in books, 3, 1, ¢,
cte.  And you may have wondered, as 1 too have done,
what these were for.  “That is the “signature,” and in
collating, or gathering together the sheets, they are kept
in their order, by the alphabet, a, 1, ¢, and so on, 5o that
the order is preserved till the end of each volume., ‘The
books in this form are now pressed to the desired solidity.
Small cuts are nest sawed as marks for stitching. The
sheets thus © collated,” or gathered in their proper order,
and “sawed ” and marked for stitching, are then carriez
to the sewing bench.  ‘They are laid in a frame and
sewed, sheet on to sheet, until a whole volume is done.
‘I'his is a very neat and important process, and is also
confided to women. ‘The kind of thread and the kind
of sewing depends upon the destination of the book, and
upon the quality of the binding to be done.  You may
casily fmagine, for instance, that the huge books you see
on bank and oftice desks require a treatment quite differ-
ent from what is needed for a lady’s boudoir table.  And
for school alas, we have not yei discovered anything
strong enough. ‘T'he sewing is the last stage in the “pre-
paration” of the book.

‘I'he next stage is the  “forwarding.” The “fly
leaves™ are put on, pasted to the back on each side.
[t is then trimmed,—placed in a machine with a broad
strong knife above it. - The knife is brought down with
slow, but sure and ruthless pace, just like a guillotine,
and cuts everything that comes in its way. It made me
shiver to look at it.  Glue is next applied to the back,
10 strengthen the sewing.  The books are then
 backed.” ‘This is a very pretty process, and is done
by machinery. A lining of paper, or cloth, or leather
is put round the back, and the shape is at the same time
given to the back itself,- the round shape that gives
such a nice comfortable fecling to the book when we
open it.

Meantime in another department of the rade *cases™
are being prepared, and the book now passes into the
hands of the “ finisher.”  Boards have been cut in large
quantities by machinery.  T'wo are taken for cach hook,
cach pair of boards being, of course, identical in size.
Clath is pasted on to the hoards, and the space left be-
tween the two corresponds to the thickness of the hook
that is to be placed within their strong protection.  The
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back of the hook and the cloth or leather between the
boards are then glued together.  When the cover is
merely of paper, this is all that is necessary, and the
thing is ready for the market.  Our cheap twenty-five,
fifty, or seventy-five cent books are of this kind.  But
cloth binding, and other more expensive sorts require
much further care.

In olden times the fine work on the outside of books
was done by hand. Now we have machines that do it,
and dc it better, and that get through as many books in
half a minute as a man used to produce in a week.
Look at any book zou arce fond of and sce how it is
decorated.  Perhaps a ship, or a lion, or a landscape
is stamped on the cover. ‘There may be a boy perched
away up on a mast head in a man-of war, or a girl read-
ing deliglitfully in a shady nook. How is all this done ?
We can not only see the decoration, but we can feel it
with our hands standing out from the level board.

An artist first draws the design on paper.  The de-
sign is then cut in steel or brass, and made into a strong
metal block. ‘The Loard of the hook receives the im-
pression of this block at one very quick and dccided
stroke, and the title on the back may be done in the
same way.  Sometimes the block is heated to give a
very clear and distinct impression.  ‘This kind of stamp-
ing is called “blind,”—that is, the form, the impression,
is made, but only in the colour ot the hoard itself.
When the letters, or scenes, or devices, are done in
zold, »ilver, or in colours, these are added before the
stamping. and the stamping fixes and finishes the cffect.
Rare and costly books have gencrally rich and ox
pensive designs. Qur common books are decorated by
the thousand from one pattern, which is one reason of
their cheapness.  In one of our book-binderies I saw
designs that had been prepared for albums and special
buoks for our Governor-Generals, and one  that was
heing beautifully and carefully exceuted for Her Majesty.
It zeas a beauty, and you should have scen the face of
the binder as he stroked it with the corner of his apron.
I wish Her Majesty could have seen that. It would
certainly have given her as much happiness as the beau-
tiful binding could have given, for our good Qucen is
more pleased with asmile from an honest face than by
all the pomp and style with which she is surrounded.

“All sorts of bindings you have™ 1 ventured to re-
mark to the honest face.

“Oh! yes, indeed: paper. staw-hoard, mill-board,
leather, halfleather, =alf, halfcalf, Morocco, Russian g
light and flexible, heavy and ponderous; for school,
home, office, hank, library, presentation, de fnxe, "

We might have gone on il this time, if my attention
had not Deen arrested by a workman who was gilding
the cdges.  When the hook was “trimimed,” after
having passed through the guillotine, it looked like a
mass of solid marble, instead of a clump of paper sheets.
To my surprise he took a sharp knife and scraped the




