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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Jan. 28.

The rough weather tnis week check
ed deliveries of wheat by farmers ab
country points. Prices have advanced
sharp!y and with favorable weather
a much larger movement at country
points may be looked for if prices ho:d.
Regardlig damp wheat, nearly all the
buyers are now taking damp wheat
freely, where it is offered by farmers,
mt 5 to 8¢ under dry wheat of the
same grade, nsw(leéree of dampness.
There ato & number of drylng plants
now in operation, and if the larmers
market their damp grain in time it
will be got into keeping condition be
fore the weather turns warm. Any
damp grain held after the weather
turns warm, will quickly spoll and be-
come s total loss, so that farmers
should be warned against holling it
too long. Tais applies to course
grains as well as wheat.

Business generazlly shows @ good vo:-
ume for the season. Bank clearings
at Winnipeg continue to show a ood
percentage of gain over the corres-
ponding weeks in previous years, a8
will be seen by the report on another
page. Butiding prospects for thecom-
ing season are good. A number of pro-
posed new business blocks for the clity
have already been anuounced. Iuter
est rates are easy, at G o 7 per cent
on city property, and 7 to 8 per cent
om farm property for ordinary joauns.
The shipmeut of spring stocks is now
going on with some of the jobbing
houses, in such lines as o.othing, boois
and shoes, etc.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
Winnipeg, Saturday, Jan. 28.

(All quotatious, unless otherwlise wpocl-
1ted, are wholesale for such guantities
as are usually taken by retall dealers,
and are subject to the usual reduction
on large quantities and to cash dis-
counta.) ’

BLUESTONE.

The stroag market for bluestoue, as
re ~1 lust week, continues, and
further advances have beenr made ou
this commodity by manufacturers.
Bluestone was recently ofiered in the
Winnipeg market as low as -c per 1b,
which s fuliy 11-2c uacer cost Jaid
down here, on the basls of current
prices at New York. It is undersiood
that johters are now firm in their
views at 4 1-2¢ for barrel lots, but
even at this figure the price is ridicui.
ously low compared with the cost to
bring in new stock at current values
at lactories. Advices from New
York this week quote 43-1 to 51-dc
at that place for round jots, which
means & cost of 512 to 6¢ laid down
here. The present quotation of +41-2¢
hero is therefore remarkably low, and
a sharp advance may be looked for.
The advance in bluestone is owing to
the sharp advance in copper. It is
gaid that bluestone has been seuning
as a by-product of copper at really
leas than cost of manufacture. On
o basls of the present cost of the
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comuodity, the price here should be
at least 5 1-2 to Gc.

COAL AND WOOD.

The drop in the temperature this
week lurgely tnercased the movement
of coul. There has beon decidedly an
easier tendency in prices of wood fuel
of late. This 18 owing to the opening
up of a new source ot supply by the
vonstruction of the Soutleastern
rafiway. This source of supply Is
alse unearer to the city than other
prizeipal wood districts, consequently
the tues ean be laid down here at a
less cost for freight. The quantity of
ecordwood offering is large, and quoted
prices are somectimes cut in order to
make snles. We have made a further
reductioa all around on quotations,
which wili be found on another page.
J. G Hargrave, Winnipeg, has been
awarde.! the contract for the supply
of poplar weod for city relief purposezs
the figure belng $3.24 per cord, deliv-

ered
CLOTHING. .

Somo jobbers have begun to ship out
gpring stocks quite freely. Sorting
tradp 1B of ccurse practically nil at
priesent.

GREEN FRUITS.

Apples are firmer. Sples are scarce
and any good fruit o1 that variety
is now leld at §5 per barrel. Winter
peary are out. A few Malaga grapes
are stil! obtainable. Catawba grapes
are about out. Bananas are com-
fag forward more freely, but the
rough weather this week makes it
difticult to handle this fruit. Lemons
are unchanged. Oranges are 25¢ low-
er. Prices are: Callfornia naval or-
anger $3..75 to $4, as to slze; Mexican
orages, 3 to  $3.25 per oX:
Calt.ornia seedling oranges §3 to
33.25 a box; bananas, per bunch, $3
to $8.50, as to size, Messina lemouns,
$4.60 per box; California lemons,
$4.50 per box; Ontario apples, good
orulaary stoes $i; fancy spies $3
per bbl. Almeria grapes £8 per keg.
1rozen cranverries, $6.75 to $7 per bbl:
cranberrles, unf{rozen, $3 per barrel;
aweet potatoes, $56 per barrel; cocoa-
nuts, $1 a dozen; Siclly filberts, large
11 tv 12c¢ per pound; Grenoble wal-

nuts, 15¢; ‘Tarragona almonds,
14c; ©peanuts, green, 10c; roast.
ed, 12¢; pecan nuts, 12c¢c lb.; shell-

od wealnuts, 241-2 to 26c per pouund:;
gtralued hopey, 81-2 to 9¢ per pouund;
maple sugar, 11 to 12¢; apple cider,
35c per galion in barrels and half var-
vels; Callfornia figs, In boxes uf ton

brlcks, $2 per box; dates, 71-2¢
per pound; celery, 4)c per dozen
bunches,

GROCERIES.

The market is quiet this weok and
without much change. The decline in
sulphur matches is noted in another:
column, under the lhead of *“Grocery
Trade Notes.”” Vancouver refinery
sugars are quoted 1-8¢ higher for
everything but granulated, delivered
prices at all points except Winnipeg.
A sharp advance in brooms at the
Iactories Is reported, on account of
the corner on -broom corn.

HARDWARE.

Heavy hardware and metals are
very firm, as will be noted by items
published from time to time uunder
the head of “Hardware Trade Notos.”
This market has not responded to the
upward tendency on many lines, but
when the spring movement sects in,
higher prices may be looked for on
several lines. Wire, wiré nalls, zine,
copper, cte., are among the strong-
est lines. .

RAW FURS.
fUnp error occurred In the vable re-
port of -Lumpson's London fur sules,
glvon fast week. Aocording to our re-
port it appoared that thera were tw.
sules of lynx, the {trat doy showting,

an advance of 20 per cent, and the

lator sule an advance of 85 per cent
In;the latter case, however, the woru
i¥nx had been accldeatally substituted
for mink. The corrected report of
Lumpson's snles shows the followin,,
Tpport:
Red fox advanced 14 per cent.
White fox advanced 30 per cent.
Lynx advaucea 2() per cent.
Afartin advanced 4() per cent.
Skunk same as & year ago.
Ottor same as & year ago,
Woiverine advanced 25 per cvent.
Alink advanceda 85 per cent.
Black bear declined 15, per cent.
Brown pear deciined 10 per cent.
Grizzly bear deciined 10 per cent.
Riacoon advanced 15 per cent.
Wolf advanced 20 per cent.

In the Winnipeg market the offerings
of furs continue light, from which it
Wwoulu appear that the number of furs
taken this year has been less than
usual. O1 course it is difficult to
form an opinion as to the catch in the
moro distant regions. Advices so far
recelved indicate a light catch, but
any information from remote points so
far covers only the beginnine of
the fur scason. The moderate snuw
fall aud moderate temperature should
have been favorable for trappers, but
against this it Is stated that swamps
in the woods were not frozen as carly
88 usual, which made it difftenlt for
trappers to get about. The tendency
of prices Is Iirm, and higher [igures
are belng pald here tor beaver, mung
reartin, red fox, 1ynx and woll. Rt
is easy. See quotations on another
page. s . ¢

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.
WHPAT—The wheat markets on the
American continent have this week
been on the rampage. Speculative
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large  Luildings such as  Storehouses,
Elevators, etc.
It in Fire-proof, Lightning
proof and Durable
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—our patent telescopic side lock by which
the sheets are fitted together allowiny for
all contraction or expansion.

No possible *“ settling ** of any building
can disturd it. By a special armangement
the upper sheet only is nailed when the
top and bottom overlap, allowing the under

sheet 1o slip up as oceassion requires,
Beiter write for full information

Metallic Roofing Company

LIMITXD

1195 KING ST, W,, TORONTO
Thos. BLack, Agent, Winnipes.
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