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8 THE CRITIC.

oxaminations,’and doing much for ditferent contros, and many moro names
could bo mentionad to whom the Association is indehied,

Contres have Leen established it Malus, so long thoe chef licu of the
Knighta of St. John ; at Gibraltar, Guornsey, Chatham, Worthing, Shotland
aud Orknoy Islauds, and various other places in Greal Dritaia too numerous
to montion. The work has nlso been carticd {o Indio, Australin, and
France, and in Russia the handbook of the Associntion hus been trauslted
into tho Slvonic language. Thore, s well us in Gormany and the United
States, work on tho lines laid down by the St. John Ambulance Association
has been successfully bogun,

At tho outbreak of the Egyptian campaign, the Aseociation teudored its
sorvices, which were gratefully acknowledged, though the speedy tormina-
tion of tho campaign madoe it unnecossary to aceept the proffered help

Attondance at a courso of lectures is nocessary to bhecoming n momber of
this Socioty. This course consiats of five lectures, followed by examination,
in which all fomales who are successful, uro eligible for a socond course of
lectures on nursing. The subjects taught will be found in the Syllubus of
tho Association; and tho last hall hour of each lectuie is devoted to
practical work, such as restoration of tho-apparently drowned, lifting the
injured, carrying on stretchers, the application of splints and Landages,
ete., ele. Cortificates of proficiency are awarded to succossful candidates,

_and any one pupil on re-passing tho oxamination after tho Japso of a year,
receives n medallion. Tho objoct of theso lectures is to impart such
knowledgo to all recciving ther as shall onable them {o give infelliyent
“ Tirst Aid to the Iujured,” and in fact to do thoso things which.often
tend to savo a lifo, till skilled aid can be procuted. Many times in such
casos “ knowledgo is power,” and the right remedy quickly applied pre-
sorves lifo nnd saves loss of strongth until the physician arrives,  Esmarch’s
triangular bandage is used, and in Goermany, whoero this Associntion has
mado 1apid progress, each soldier in tho army is provided with one of
these, and a small package of lint.

* A boundless area of usofulness lies bofore this Socioly, which has
nlready won for itself a very high roputation, and the approval of tho
public. Zirr,
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OUR MONTREAL LETTER.

Citicd, like individuals, oxperience many vicissitudes, and in their his-
tories may often bo found tho records of somo great commercinl depression
or intornal disorder, which at tho same time cast a gloom over its people
and gave to everything a mournful appearance. When the history of Mon-
treal for the year 1885 comes to bo written, the present epoch will be
regarded as a time of unutterable woo, the baneful effects of which wero
falt for many years,

8MALL-POX.

Since this dreadful disease first made ils aprrarance in March of this|.

year, no fewer than fourteon hundred persons have succumbed to its
ravages, and many arc probably yet to follow before it will bo efiectually
stamped out. Fortunately our citizens have at last ronlized the fearful
dangors to which they are exposed, and the precautionary measures latoly
taken are such as to assure all, that they aro ablo to successfully cope with
it, sparing neithor troublo or expenso for that end.

WHAT PRINCIPALLY HAS RETARDED

the oxertions of the Health Committee, is the antipathy which tho greater
portion of the population has ovinced to vaccination, tho only recoguized
provention to amall-pox, the cfficacy of which tho medical prafessivn here,
with very fow oxceptions, rocognize. It was tho antagonislic feeling against
this proventive, kept for a tiine in violent ebullition by a few onthusiasts,
which caused a few days ago those riotous proceedings, which are now
recorded to the detriment of this city.

THE RIOT,

as it may bo justly termed, was occasioned by tha carrying out of the laws
mado by the Board of Health, and which the exigoncies of the timo necoss.
arily demanded. A cousiderable number of French-Canadinns deomed
this an infringement on their national liberties, and imagined they wére

‘being coerced into the adoption of weusures fcr the prevention of the dis-

easo which they nover coasidered beneficial, and tor which they havo always
entertained unwarrantable prejudices.  The consequences of the disturbance,
which might have proved more sorious, resulted only in the breaking of the
glass in the City Itall and Health Oflice, and the demolishing of the shop
windows of a few unoffending druggists, whose only crime was the sale of
vaccine. A few peaceful citizons wero also slightly injured by tho throw-
ing of stones ; and the chief of police, whilo acting in his oflicial capacity,
received a severe blow on the head, which immedintely placed him kors de
comlbat, and necessitated his removal for a few days from scenes of trouble

and anxiety to a place of comfort and rest in the bosom of his famnily,

FOR A PEW DAYS |

after the demonstration of the :\mi-vacci,nationists. intonso oxcitement pre-
vailed, The ontire military force, with the excoption of the 65th regiment,
the Fronch corps, was called out, and the means taken seemed effectual in
quelling the opposition of thoso inclined to .disturb the peace. As the
death rate was on the increase, the city represontatives in conjunction with

-the Health Comimitlee, thought it time to provide a suitablo hospital for

small-pox patients, as the house which was used as an apology for one, had
long sinco heen filled to .its utmnost capacity, and one of the oxhibition
buildings was accordingly selected for this purpose. As this is situated
within the confines of a neighboring municipality, the inhabitants of that

district, whoto the discase was very provalont, objected to haviny it in their -
vicinity, and while completing arrangoments for its botter accommodation,

n atrong military force was kopt thero to provide against an attack from tho

cnraged peoplo of that locality. It was while doing guard duty at this

placo that Mr. 1, Samuels, a mombor of the Victorin Rilles, was

ACCIDRNTALLY SHOT,

Tho aftair kappened from onoof the guards loading his gun when orders
had only been issuod to provide ammunition, as word had been recoived
that a wob was gathering which intonded attacking tho hospital. When
it was found thal soveral of the men had misunderstood the command they
were ordored to unlond, and it was m doing this that ono of the guns
went off, rosulting so fatally to Samuels. 1o lingered only a fow hours,
and died after groat suffering, Samuels was a young dentist of much
ability, n universal favorito, nnd his untimely death cast a gloom over the
whole city. o was buried with military honors and his coflin was tecked
with floral tributes, the offerings of his friands, and various clubs in tho
city of which ho was a prominent mombor. The affair was rendored still
more sad Ly the fuct that he was shortly to bo married to a young lady in
Now York, who hearing of the accident immediatoly camo on to Hontreal,
“Tho young man who shot him was one of his most intimate frionds, and
the mournful ovont has naturally prostrated him with grief.

THE LOSS TO THE CITY

and tho injury doue to business on account of tho small-pox, will Lo folt
long after the disenso is stampod out.  Hotoel proprictors aro among thoso
who lose most by tho opidemic. As if pecuniary loss, and tho presonce of
a virulont disense nmongst us wore not doemed sufliciont, that harmony
and good fasling which should neturally exist in any city at all times,
cgpecinlly during the time of aftliction, has beon severely impaired by the
very means {akon to save the city from the calamity which is now hanging
ovor it. Public opinion considers that the city authoritics are to blame
for allowing tho diseaso to gain such headway, and it is certainly justified.
A law should exist which would oblige alf children to bo vaceinatod shortly
aftor their births woro registored, and a proper hospital s.ould bo at all
times ready to recoive persons afflictod with the disease. Whon the porson
who first brought the discaso hero arrived from Chicago, he had nowhere
to go, but was drivon about the strects on a culd stormy night and was
rofused ontrance to tho hospitals to which ho applied, until his physician,
not knowing tho nature of the disease, gave him an ordor for admittance
to an hospital whero he was put with other pationts, It is needloss to say,
had a proper place baen in readiness to recoive this patient, such diro
results would nover havo como fiom one case of small-pox. This should
bo a warning to all civic authorities who aro solicitous about the welfaro
of their people. J. M.
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ANSWER TO TIT-TAT.

Mnr Ewmitor,—* Tit-Tat,” whothor ho is Assegais or some uther M. D,
has referred to my communication in the Morning Herald of tho 2nd inst.
in a style that would' impress ono that he is grandfather or progehitor of
tho whole profession, My patronizing friend surely 21nnot bo ouo of thoso
who would or could not comply with the requirem.ts of the Provincial
Board, and in consoquonce thercof was not admitted to its privileges. If
suuh, the greon-eyed monster is fully aroused, and to sppeaso it, lio fires
his yandom shots alt around, which fall as harmlessly as 1aiu upon a duck’s
back. Now, “Tit-Tat,” plesse don't exercise your peculiar clovorness by
saying L am a ** quack,” bocauso [ have used tho word duck.

“Tit-Tat” ackuowledges that ono of the Halifax Medical Collego
graduates has Leen a succoss, and it may number its succossful graduates by
scores for nught he knows, and yet hoor * Assogais” unblushingly assorts
in his cecentric style that they aro * cheap doctors and quacks.” Chestnuts
not only grow in Chestar, but in othor places as well. o my cédmmunica-
tion I did not intimats that there wore no other physicians in Halifax whe
wore capable to attend to the Hospital, and I do not think thoro is auy
othor than * Tit-Tat” who will assume I did. Tho names of some of thoso
in attendance at thq Hospital is a guaranteo that they will conscientiounsly
discharge their dutics thero, as far a3 in them lies. Of othors, the pullic
will want proof of thelr capacity boeforo confiding in them. In reforenco
to my statoment as to tho facilities offered to medical students in tho
Provincial and City Hospital to familiarize them with diseaso, ¢ Tit-Tat”
says, * How is it whoen there are no discases to treat 3’ 1las ¢ Groat Cresar's
Ghost" which lie ealled to his aid paralyzed his optic nerves and beclonded o
his mental vision? Are thers 1o occupants in thoso ouo hundred bods at%
tho prosont timo? or have all beon curod and sent homo to proclain tho
great skill of that great cureal], the Board of Charities? or has the un-
qualified and unparalleled act of tlie Board iu conuection with the Hospital
consigned them to the placo whero disoases goase from troubling, and their
porsocuted bodios aro at rest? If thors aro no diseases to treat in the
Hospital, why, allow mnto ask, the appointment of the new Hospital Medical
Staff?  ‘The public will have every confidence in any of them in trealing
empty beds, and in porforning surgical operations on the bedstoads iogs.

“Tit-Tat” slro s3ys “tho Halifax Modical School has beon before the
public a long lime, and has now tumbled to pieces.. Thorefore it v>=st have
been a bad thing”  Will not my respocted iustructor halt for a tinw in his
war danco, and ceaso brandishing the gory scalp of the Moudical Collego
long cnough to calm his excited imagination, and lot his botlor reason
predominate? If he will, 1 know ho must admit that the “ bad thing” was
not the Medical College, but the act of the mon that caused it to tumble.

Proof is yot to come that tho downfall of the Medical Colloga is rogarded
asa ‘“boon” by the profession and the public, .




