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It is pleating news that e hear chout the cleee of s-.l'ers comave to
Canada this year. ‘The 1-guiar ipmy o ban season by opeuedin e obl
country, and ulieady great activity prov.due cepan vl bosk g enctes,
It ia snid that those who have started tor fe-oir fiond s and prsiures nsw are
of an exceptionaliy gocd class and well pravided with 1wy iy,

It is really alarming to thiok that none of the b-oks nuw beine p:b ‘shed
will be in exittence by the middle of the tex! cettumy, b ervte f the
fnferior quality of paper used in their make up,  Exper s way that (ven the
best paper now uscd is witheut listing qualitics, arad th -l past we'l a
through the pages in filty yearz.  Some books, no doubt, we & uld not be
sorry to have pass into Gblivion in this way, but alss! the whoa' wi'l be
destroyed with the tares—if all we are told s truc !

The London Spectator in anarticle crtitled, “ The Ave of Predence,”
s somewhat congratulatcry over the fact that the poprlation of Enmgiud it
Bot izcreasing as rapidly as it did some time age.  The increne, as showa
by the cost cenaus, is a little over three miliions, or 11.65 per cent. of the
pumbers returned in 1881. Iu an old country like Lugland it is really
undesiable that # the devastatieg flood of babies” should go on increasing,
for there is not room for them to grow up, so, therefore, 1t i3 matter for
coogratulation that the world is, as the Specfator puis it, cuieriag upon wn
age of prudence,

The map Deeming, alias Williams, sud misy other names, now safs in
custody at Melbourne, Australia, for various brutal murders, has ccnfussed
to two of the Whitechapel murders and the murder of his wife and fout
ebildren at Rain Hill, pear Liverpool, Eunglacd. ‘There seems to be but
Mttle doubt that tbis is the genuiue * Jack the Ripper,” and it is to b2
hoped-it ie 20. It appe:rs as if hanging is t2o good for guch a wretch, Lut
that will be all he will get. Deeming bas been proved to huve beeti living
8 life of crime for yeate, and all his misdeeds will probabiy never be dis-
eovered. He is being tried for his Australian crimes, e added bigumy
to murder there.

There is generally & war-cloud hangiog uver Europe, snd ju:t now there
ste indicatiovs that it may burst.  Ruesia always zecms to be at the bottom
of the trouble, sxd this time eke is weesirg trocps in Palaud, which is some-
what alarwing to Pruesia. The most notable feature in connecticy with the
sffalr is the presence of reveral balloons at a great altitude ovei the Russian
fortresses, and the ballcons cone from *ke German frontier.  They appear
to be under perfect cenmizel snd are out of the rech of ling rarge nfles.
This will add a new terrer to war, for it is far from likely that any device
can be found out whereby explovives dropped frcm a balloon out of tie
resch of the longest 1ange 1ifles can be guarded agairst.

Thoee who take sn intelligent interest in the beginning of the movement
for the higher education cf women, will regret to hear of the death of Miss
Clough, who was principal of Newpham College. A woman of decided
persopality ard of deep ivfluence, she workcd with heart and soul for the
objects she had in view, and lived to see success crown her ciforts.  Doth
Girton and Newnham are nuw well estsblishe 1 and no longer have cold
water poured on them or are made the sport of caricatutiste, 2s was ouce the
fashion. England with more than 9oo,000 more women than men, recog-
mizes the need of adequate openings for those who do not marry, and is
thankful for all the privileges they possess.  Mies Clough did more perhaps
than any other person for her sex in the way of higher education, snd aithough
she leaves no legacy of literature behird her, the college in which she
labored is a lasting monument of her devotion.

According to Sheikh Djemal ed Diu, who airs his gricv:nces in the Con-
ry Review, Persia is experiencing a reign of terror. He says
Persia is decimated, his country ia laid waste, and numerous calamities are
stalking through the land. The Shah and his Vizier are blamed for the
state of aflaire, and ss described by the writer 1n question they really appear
%0 be bad enough. ¢ No accoun:,” he says, “cf the herrors now being
perpetrated in Peraia can be overstated ; not s tenth part wili ever leak out
—underground dungeouns, torture roems, devils in human whape, greed,
avarice, unbridled lust, unscrupulous viclence, and 1 ¢ Shah himself, the
careless spectstor, or interesied perpetrator of the worst crimes that sully
human patute and defile the pages of Oriental history.”  This is a terrible
arraignment, and he says that while a stifled cry fur “ justice 1" is rcady to
burst from the heart of cvery Persian, the idea is universal that tlic Shah'’s
wmiwrule is known and countenanccd by bota the E._glish and Russian
Goveroments. He, thetefore, goes to Eagiand, ““to ask,’” he says, ** your
:0 get quentions asked in Pariiament about the alieged attracities now
ing perpetrated in Persia in defiance of the Snah’s firman communicated
fo the Powers. Your Minister would them be justructed to approwch tie
Shah’s Ministers and ssk for an cxplanation on behaif of IL-r Majesty's
Government. The moral effect of such au xction w-uld be immenee, so
t is still the prestige of Euglaud, Dut the Shih thinks yu dou't eare
wr be scts, and if you will not, or dare not, hcip us anyi.ox, Rarsia is on
ths alert.  She is anxious above all thiogs to get to the Periw seaboard,
aml for the furthering of this project she will cerizinly nut fiestaie to aveil
herself of the present disposition of the Periian jigpic”  How ruach of
ty; Sheikh's story may be reliable sud how muca astr.buteble to fanaucal zezi,
v cannot say, but if it is true that Peraia is secthing with discooi:ni, Eag-
land will oot be slow to head off any action Russi: might take,

Jepan wust be makivg rapid atrid=a in modera civilizition and western
methe ¢s of electionsering, £ dispatehes state that votes have been selling
frm foue o fice dollars each in Tokio. Riote innumcrable have been
induleed in cver the clections, and many people have been killed, Swords
and fire w1ms wore braught into reqaisition, and the police were powerless to
stop the figinte  B:sidea these peneral encaunters many prominent men have
buenmurdirid,  Tae stnfe is batween the Liboral and Nationalist partiee,
Dop <iting a ballot is not as simple an sffuie in Jipan as in this covntry,
'w i theae repor 8 go to show that the Japwuese have out-Heroded their
rwachors in brbery and corruption,
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Auerican wives who do not possess a proper abhotence of unfaithful-
ress to their marriage vows may'.take warning from the direful results
sttending (e lawless bebavior of two ladies who have recently come
unpleassutly before the rotice of the public. Oneis Mrs. Deacen, whose
husband, on discovering her infidelity, skot M. Abiclle, her partver ia guilt,
at Cannes recently, the other is Mrs. Hethering'on,who misbehaved herselt
with George G. Robinson of Yokobama, and whose husband took summary
vengeance on his supplanter by shooting him. DBoth these outraged hus-
bwls are natives of the United States, aod their behavior under these
circuinstances is hkely to remove the idea that American husbands are essy
geing, aud indace a wholesnme reapzct for them abrosd, Most people will
~gree that if cver a man is justitied in committing murder 1t ia when he
finds anuther taking his place with his wife, and few people will have the
hrdihinod to argue in support of 2 wife's ivfidelity. The guardianship of
the houor of a family and the legirimacy of children rests with the wife, and
ke woman who alwws herszif to b2 led away from these sacred duties
deserves no wercy.  She 13 not like n young girl, ignorant of what she is
about, and noue of the excuses 1eadily allowed for inuocence and igaorance
can bs permiited to the faithless wife.

In an article by Prof. Frederick S:arr in the corrent numbsrof a2 U. 8,
educational papsr, we find our ideas as to the tducational value of museums
ably vaiced. The writer begins by speakicg of elemantary science work in
common echonls, and the vecessity of havivy classificd specimeas in order
to lead the children to think for themsclves, and by sach mesas provide a
stimulys for collectora, I Ligh schools the wmuseum should be on & larger
scale, aud the local fauna, flataand geology &3:culd be moat fuily represented.
He goes on to point out the limits of the college muicum, and the scope of
the same departaient in the universily, 2nd coscludes with some rematks on
public museums, which we beg leave to quote: ‘I balieve firmly in the
cducational influence of tho public wuseam. Public museums ace new to
us in America. Qur great museums may be counted on the fingers, and
there are pot many swall ones. QOur tueeums, too, are seldom uoder
government coatrol, but are private property of sssocistions or socisties,
many of them with no adequste fund, and few, if any, prid officera. Often
they depend for succees, or even for life, upon interested individusls, whose
removal means disaster,  But public interest incresses, acd great museams
will be more numeircus in the ucar future, Sach muscums ought alwaye to
be cducational centree, and should have a definite relation to every school,
of every grade, within thelr reach.” Thisis the very point we have bzen
endeavoring recently to impress upon our readers. The museum has a
aplendid ficld ot work amongst the risiag generatisn.

People given to thinking at all are often sorely puzzled to accouat for
the apparent suffering which seems to bz inevit:ble all through Nature, We
scc that countless numbers of lives have ta be sacrificed thst one other may
survive, and the deaths are in many cases violent ; in order that the fittest
wy turvive the weiker have £2 bz overcoms, and what troubles moat peo-
ple is that the infliction of pain seems to serve no good purpose. Itisnow
contend«d tha! auder purely natural conditions very little if any sensitive-
ness 10 pain is possessed io the realm of Natare. Thisargumentis supported
by 2 comparison of the xepsitiveness of various vaces of men, and it is
stown that cducation has muchto do with produciag a highly developed
nervous system. WWhites are far more eensitive to pain than negroes or
Iudians, and Dr. Feikin, who has had wide experience in surgical operations
on patients of al! nationalitics, asserls that the susceptibility to pain of an
average Europsan, as compared with an average negro, is as three to one.
Reasoning from this keowledge it i3 {air to premise that while actual sensa-
tion is localizzd, the brain only feels, sud if the brain is not developed there
will be little puin.  Animals are far below all human races in the scale of
being, snd if the diffcrence in the sensitiveness of a white min and a negro
is a5 three to one, what must be the ratioto the former of various lower
f-rms of life. The fact that s cab will go on eating while it ie in its tura
b-ing devoured, is cited as evidence that paio,is we uoderstand it, is ot
fcit at all, and the cace scems to bsar out the reasoning. We must not,
however, bz carricd away by this theory, or allow ourselves to relax inour
M1+ 10 be kind to all animsls we come ia contact with. Our domestic
amymals, such as the horse, cow, dog, cat, etc, sre undoubtedly sufficiently
educated to feel pain very acutely, and it is our duty to treat our damb
sc1vanis or pets with every kioducsr,  * The roerciful maa is merciful to his
b=.s1," wili hold good 25 usual, even it Shakespeare's assertion that, * The
pror biectle, that we tread upon, in corporal suffcrance feels s pang as great
as when a giant dies,” should be proved incorrect.
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