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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Divera in the harbor of Syracuse, Sicily, have discovered a magnificent
marble building, whose highest point is only three motres uander the water.
The building contains gteat stairways and columned balls. It is believed
that the edifice was once used as 2 bath or a temple.

The consecration of the great charch of Montmartre, Paris, as an act of
pepitence for the irreligion of the nation, is justly taken as proof that the
1eligious spitit has not ceasod to exist in France, No less than one million
pounds sterling have been subscribed to the great undertaking initiated by
Cardinal Guibert.

The Democratic Convention of Ohio, which re-nominated Governor
Campbell as its candidate in opposition to McKinley, the Republican nomi-
~ee, adopted the following as one of its planks ia its platfoim of principles:
““\We favor closer commercial relations with our Canadian neighbors, and
the removal of the embarrassing and annoying restrictions, which only vex
our people without yiclding any substantial rcvenue to the government.”
This s sound common scnse, and if the same resolutivn shoald be cariied
into the Democratic presidential platform we might scon sce reciprocity an
accomplished fact. The United States is entirely 1o blame for the accessity
of the National Policy in Canada. They have been the sggressors allalong,
and are th. parties to make advances for freer commercial intercourse, All
former efforts of the Dominioa were rejected, and the National Policy was
s measure of gelf-preservation.

Every dollar’s worth of work done by our own pecople in our own
Province adds materially to the common wealth., This truth is forcibly pre-
sented by Our representative in his article upon the establishment of Messrs.
Clayton & Sows, which'is published elsewhere in this issne. We confess
to 2 fecling of honest pride in the fact that willing, cnergetic girls have it
within their power to make a living at home, without being obligéd to go
tc the Goited States, there to wander in the border land of uncertainty. If
our githy could butzealize that one dollar made in this country is as good as
two “ollara carned in Boston, and that the hours of work here are less than
those in the Hub, they would be coatent to do the work their hands find to
do, and with thrift they would soon roll up a credit in the savings banks.
So valuable and interesting to our girls do we consider the above meationed
{niclc that we are sending out a large number of extra copics of this issue,

Tn remitting subscriptions for Tue CRitic a post-office order costs but
two cents. If not near a money orcer office, send one dollar bill and fifty
cents in stamps for one year's subscription, or a two dollar bill for one year
and four months, or three dollars for one year's subscription for yourselfand
your neighbor. Don't delay ! Sead at once.

In recent Russian trials to test the adaptability of snow breastworks
against an enemy's fire, it was found that a thickness of six feet wos a peor-
fect pretection against bullets fired at 300 paces. Packing the snow and
pouring water over it to make a crast of ice was found to keep bullets out
when the thickness was only three feet and one-half.

A new electric arc lamp is said to bave been invented by a Pittsburg
manufacturer, in which instead of the carbons being made pencil-shaped, °
they are made in the form of wheels, which are placed at right angles to
cach other, and by an automatic arrangement withia the lamp they are kept
constantly revolving. The lamp is said to be cheaper and simpler than the
old lamps, while its endurance is greater, tho claim being that the lamp
will burn continuously 500 hours without the removal of the carbons.

Dr. Talmage says that poetg and painters have represented the devil as
horned and hoofed, but that if he were o poet he should describe him wita
manners polished to the last perfection, hair lowing in graceful ringlets,
eye a little bloodshot, but floating in bewitching languor, hands soft and
diamonded, step light and artistic, voice mellow as s flate, boot elegantly
shaped, conversation facile, carefully 1oned and Frenchy, breath petfumed
until hit would seem that nothing had ever touched his lips save balm and
myrrh.

According to a Montreal journal a number of the cattle shippeniof that
city have this year turned thoir attention to hay, of which they are now
exporting hundreds of tons weekly to Glasgow, Scuilaad. The business is
considered as paying well. Iay costiog eight dollats a ton in Moatreal
and twenty-five shillings (§6.08) freight, fetches £4 (319 47) in Scotland,
The demand for Canadian hay is stated to be very good, and a considerable
trade is in process of formation. Hay is especially the crop of Nova Scotia,
Surely our men will not allow the Montrealers to control the whole trade,

We have been particularly flush of money for the past few weeks, and
have surprised scveral collectors by payiog them off hand instead of inti-
mating that they had better call next weeck. This promptness on our pard
is due to the fact that some of our subscribers have realized that we cannot
run a paper of the standard of THe Crizic upon air, and have remitted
their subscriptions upon the receipt of the bills. If every subscriber would
but do this, THE CRITIC'S heart would bound with delizht, and it would
sing and speak with a new and stronger voice that would charm the cars of
its constituents. Amen.

Tho census returns for the population of the City of Halifax bave not
yet been made public, but estimating that the inceease in popalation duting
the past decade has at least equalled, i not exceeded, the percentsge of
increase during the seventies, Halifax should have at the preseat time a
population of not less than for:y-five thousand. Thisiacrease is,duc in nosmall
part ta the growth of our manufacturing iodust.ies, which give employment
directly and indirectly to hundreds of pzople in the city, as well as giving
work to those resident in suburban districts. It is safe to aesert that the
growth of the population of the city, while not phcaumenal, will prove to
be steady and satisfactory.

Brother Jonathan always has his eyes on the boundary fence of his home-
stead. The people of the Unitcd States are now beginning to cast longing
glances toward the Spanish island of Cuba. Its great agricultural capabili-
ties are made manifest by the immense value of the prodacts of the small
portion which is now under cultivation ; for while only fiftcen per ceat. of
the land has as yet been adapted to agricultural uses, still the remaining
part is just as worthy of attention, and the Yaokees expect that under their
pushing policy the whole country may bs made to yicld as largely in pro-
portion as the five million acres which are now contribating so greatly to
the commerce of the world. The island is likewise possessed of great
mineral wealth, which is as yet undeveloped, and its forests of rare timber
are ssid to be very fine.  Altogether itis thought to bs an essentiai comple-
ment to the industrial, agricultural, commercial and military syatems of the
United States, a fact which it is contended should lead our neighbors to its
carly acquisition. What has so far retarded Cuba’s progress, has been the
bad colonial system of the Spanish Governmeat.



