THE CRITIC

Now it is very annoying that of all of my friends this Goth should have
so acrurately disgnosed the seoret working of my brain, For I hald my-
seit s tellectually—though physicaliy I am a smnill man compared to him
—infinitely his superior. 1 am of too refined, 100 msthetic a taste to chare
his reugh occupations and enjoyments, but he is, theugh a clumsy bar
barian, of gnod private income in addition to his official salary, I have, I
am sorry to say, 2 wholly inadequate income for one who would devote his
days to the muses, to the beautiful, and to the study of its symbolism. I
am gifted with a graceful imagination and a longing for the cultivation of
the ideal, but am unfit for the rude realities of life snd the rough battle for
menzy.  So that the acquaintance of Mactavish and some others i3 valu-
able to me—especially o3 I play billiards well.  But hearing that my long
unknown uncle and his fair daughter have come to England, I can thiuk of
nothing wmore favourable to my views than claiming their acquaintance, for,
s0 far 2s 1 am aware, thiey have no other rolatives. I doubt not the beawi-
ful Australinn viil appreciate the cultute of society, and nothing conld be
more natural tian that I should mairy her. I should make an admirable
ditettante couniry Squire, and the sefived repose of such & position would
in ail ways mect my wishes—varied with regular vizits to London, of
crarse. But I never supposed this great, bread shouldered Scoichman
would sv accarutely guage my intentions,
= MHowever, I have got my invitation to Devonshire, am going there, and
Mactavish and his personalities be hanged !

CHAPTER 11,

1 am at Bzachlands. My uacle, « tall, broad- chested mau with an iron-
grey beard, thick and long, kas welc: med we cordially, though he need not
have remarked @ ¢ Youare smal!, James, in comparison with your father
- however, much good's .iten packed in a small parcel.”  Howener, these
chiidish apherismis mwt, I suppose, b. xpected from colonials. As for
Amy, shie isa pretly gind, in figure exquisitely proporiioned, and, I am
bappy to siy, not talier than myself.  She is charming whea she likss, but
I have an idea she is somewhet sativical, & thing that 1 hate in women.

Aniy is 2 daring ho:sewoman, devoted 1o awen tennis, and excessively
fond fleng comniry waiks, I distike walks save on mcely-dad paving
stones, whete y- u can get 2 hansom when tired. 1IN I am cover master of
Leechiands I shinti traverse the roads and Isnee—{(ull of gravel and ruls as
they are, and requiring such boots as 1 shudder to wear—on wheels
Then she loves dogs, ef wiich a whole kenncl is kept, and their lumbering
caresses invariably also mike me shudder. I alwass loathed them, but
hiere I have to assume 2 virlue and pat the savage brutes, all the time
thinking the) 're geing to take hold of me,

My uncle—but this I expected- -is 112d on the subject of cattle raising,
and between his asking e to come into the stockyard and  Amy's inviting
me to inspact ber crowd of various fowla—whase nawes I never can dis-
tinguish—-in the povitry yard, I find my natural tastés very much cpposed.
Patience, however ! and let e see #f I canniot make Amy somzthing more
a creature of ealture. I read her some of -my (ricdets, and she looks at e
dreamily with her magn:ficant violet cyes as if she appreciated them. She
generaliy proposes a walk or a ride afierwards, snd 1 entbusiastically per-
force vete for the former; what 1 shall do to cvade the latter when my
uacle’s new horses come next week is @ matier which receives my constant
consideration.

Battomy ivtense joy, and my uncle's cqually intense wrath, the

dealer precrastivates and demurs zbous the price and warranty, and the |

horses don’t comie yet.  Meanwkhile I try my best to iuduce Amy to share
my own tastes.
{ Lo be continued.
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