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EDITORIAL NOTES.

A great part of Buenos Ayres suffers from periodical drought.  Carals
are projected for irrigation, of which Eurupe will no duubt be asked to help
the construction, i

Australia has come to the front in lctters and art, in the persons of a
poet of admitted pretension, and a young actress, Miss Esuie Jenyngs, con
cerning whom anticipation runs so high as to suggest compatison with Miss
Mary Anderson.

Spanish finances, like those of France, are not in a healthy condition
Imports and exports are declining. Expenditure exceeds revenue by
£3,000,000 stg. annually, and the Finance Minister can think of nuthing Lut
new loans to pay old debts. .

While the German Kaiser desires to burke the memory of his noble
father, and 1s, if reports may be at a1 rusted, antagonistic to kis eacellent
mother, the Czar has spent £60,000 during the last five years in the crectivn
of a beautiful church at Jerusalem as a memorial of his mother.

The Montreal Witness points out the probability that, if Stanley had

been killed, some of the kunireds of his fullowers— carriers, eic.,—would
have scattered in various dircctions and have made for the coist.  Some of
them would, had disaster occurred last year, have also reached the mission |
posts of the interiur, and given intelligence moure or less authentic.  The
lidings of Major Bartelotte’s death were brought Loth quickly and accurately.
Tkis view of the possibilities—nut to say probabilues—of the case s

~ decidedly reassuring.

Nothing could possibly be moro ridiculous than the Lombastic language
of Mr. Cleveland’s message, on the Sackville incident. The svlemn impor-

. tance attached to a venial indiscretiun would be sull more absurd werc xt!
. Dot for the nccessity Mr. Cleveland is under of showing cause for his |

. with the facts, and when Mr. Cleveland takes credit for * affording full

. opportunity for H. M. Government to act in rehiof of the situation,” he glides | mechanic will be given to the world, who, under the old system, would
[

discourteay and precipitancy.  Granting that Lord Sackviile's unfortunate
facility gave reason for his withdrawal, the tenns in which the fiasco is
described are those of a magniloquent hyperbole ludicrously out af keeping

from bombast into sumething very like untruth,

a Chinese Restriction Bill, to which they have added a clause enacting the
penalty of imprisonment for life against Chinamen illegally emtering the
colony. As they must be perfectly aware that such a clause could not
possibly receive the Royal.sanction, we are led to suppose that the Queens.
landers are doing alittle of the “who'll tread on the tail of me coat?"
business, .

So far as we can guage public opinion, we find that William Preeper is
regarded as an immwral man, and hence, while no one thinks the <_:ircum~
stantial evideace upon which he is to be hanged is at all conclusive, the
public will not protest, on account of his supposed immorality. In view of
the verdict in the trial of Mrs. Duyle, we cannot understand how Preeper
can be guilty of murder, and, as the evidence of his immorality is weak and
inconclusive, nght thinking people should not be apathetic when a timely
petition may save the hife of an innocent man,

The long stagnant colony of Western Australia has, under the influence
of the gold discoveries within its ample boundaries sprung into new life.
Mining companies are now being flusted in ail directions, ralway extension
is bemg pushed, and a stock exchange has been opened in Perth,  The
populauion of .this enormous culoby, which at present nominally comprises
mure than a third of Australia, was given fur the 1st December, 1886, as
39584 Recent evemis have no deabt increased it immensely, and if the
zoid discoveries turn vut 10 be at all comparab:e with those of Victoria in
1851, West Australia may progress by leaps and bounds as Victoria did.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, speaking at the Dolphin Society Colston
banquet at RBristol, challenged Mr. Gladstone to give a definition of the
scheme of Huome Rule he lutended o piopuse in place of the one he had
abandoned, and ndiculed e idea tial the supremacy of the Imperial
Parliament at Westminster could be maintained while at the same time a
separate legiskiture was established in Ireland. Herein we think Sir Michael
Hicks Baach, in common wo suppuse wili his felluw Cunservatives, to be
radical.y wrong.  Tt.ceramly is o iwtaontabie peculiarity of the Eaglish
Cunsurvative wand not 1o see far cbougi, and 1ot to see its opportunities.

Dr H. H. Read in a letter to the Chronicle on “ the Future of Canada™
(a subject whucu 1s fast becuming a gratuitous nusance,) says: * It is Arown
that Quuensland was prepated tu sever e e of Imperial connection hadthe
Bausn Govanment not given way.”  This is thecuol sort of assumption ofa
fact. which would be convenient if it «cere a fact, which Annexationists and
Commeicial Unionists are adepts at, and which so easily impose on the
wuorant. Notlang ol the kind 1s Luvwn, and Queensland, a young colony
of say 335,000 populativg, is it ho posuion to sever ties unless she were
backed up by all thie other Australan colonies, and it is quite unlikely that
they would precipitate a quarrel on such grounds.

The question whether marual training shall te introduced into the
curriculum of our Public Schouls is evidently looming up. The question

yof expense may operate against it for a time, our school taxation being

heavy as it is, and any propusitiun to increase our burdens in that direction
wili domaud senivus consideration. ' We have little doubt, however, that the
principie »ill sconer Or later be adopted. A distinction must be made
between manual and industrial training. The former merely implies a
training of the hand in the fundamental operations underlying all handicraft,
the latter, preparation for some special trade or manual calling. -Girard
College, Priladelphia, une of the largest orphan asylums in the world, con-
tains some 1200 buys. The fuundation provides for apprenticeship, but
the decay of that institution has prevented carrying out the will of Mr.
Guard. Boys have thercfore been kept till 15 or 16, when three-fourths of
thum became clurks, bouk keepers, Sc. Three years ago manual training was
intruduced to a limited cxtent, and now half the boys go into shops at.once.
*In uther words,” says the Auduter Reciewe, “all those boys who have a

 taste for handicraft are now cnabied to follow it, and many an inventor and "

have been a poor counter-jumper or a-wretched copyist.
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