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this course or in any other, and if the fate of ; proper courso for one of my youre url post-

the Confedoracy is senlod whutever wodo,

there isono other consideration which your,

soldiors have & right to urge on you, nad
that1s your own military reputation, in
which every man in this army, oflicer or
srivate, feols tha utmost personal prido, nnd
lmsapormnnl property that his children
will prize after lnum, Tho Yonkees Lrought
urant horofrom tho West, after tho fmlure
of all their other generals, as one who had
whipped overybody he had ever fought
against, and they call him ‘Unconditional
Surrender Grant,’ and have been bragging
mnadvanco that you would haveto surrendor
too, Now, Qeneral, I thinlc you oughtto
sparo usall tho mortificrtion of having
you to ask Grant for terms, and havo
inm nnswer that hé had no terms, to offer
you.”

{ still ramember most vividly tho emotion
with whioh.I mado this appeal, incrossing
as I went on until my who{o heart was n it,
and it seomed to mo atthe moment one
which no soldier could resist and agamst
which.no consideration whatover could be
urged, and when X closed, alter urging my-
suggestions at greater length than it is
necessary {o repest, looking him in tho face
and gpeaking with more boldness than I
usually .found in his presence, 1 had not &
doubt that he must adopt somo such course
as L hatl urged.

He heard me entirely through. however,
very calinly, and then asked. * How many
men Jdo you estimato would escapo 1f I were
toorder the army to disperse "

I rveplied, *I supposo two-thirds of us
could get n way, for the enemy could
n%txl di,s;persc to follow us through the
woods.

Ho sald: *We have Jiere oaly about 16,-
000 men with arms, and not all of those who
could get away would join General Johnston,
but most of them would try and make their
way to their homes and familles, and their
number would be too smal! to:be ofany
materjal service either 0 Genecral Johnston
or to the Governors of the States, I recog-
nizo-fully that the surrender of this army
15 the -énd of the Cdnfederscy, hut no
course wa can take can pravent or oven de-
lny that result. Ihave never bLelieved that
we would receive foreign assistance, or
get our liberty othérwise than by our own
arms. ‘The end.is now upon us, and it only
romains.to decide how we shall close the
struggle. But indegiding this question we
are *o approach it not only. as soldiers,but as
Christich men deciding’ on matters which
involve a gréut deal slse besidés theirown
feelings. It 1 should order this army to dis
perse, theanen with their arms, but without
organization or control,-and without povis-
ions or motey, syould soon be. wandering
through every Stste in tho Confoedoracy,
some secking to getto their homesand
some with no homes to go to. Many would
becompelled to rob and plunder as they
went, t0.s2ve themselves from starvation,
and tho enamy’s cavalry would pursue in
small detachments, particularly in offorts to
catch the ganeral officers, and raid and burn
over large distrigts ;whigh they will other-
wise néyér reach;,and ths result. would be
the inauguration of lawlessness and terror
and of organized bands of robbers allover
the South, ~Now, as Christian men we haye
not tho right.to hring this state of affairs
upon the country, whatever the sacrifice of
personalpride involved. And as formyself,
you young men might go to bushwhacking,
but I am tog old ; and even if 1t weroright
for me to disperse the army I should sur-
render moyself to General Grant, as the only

i v

tion. But Iam glad to be able to tl you
ono thing for your comfort. Geaoral Grant
will not domaud an unconditioual surronder,
but offers us most liberal tc, s, tho parolling
of the whole army not to fight uatil ex-
changod, * Ho then went on o spoak of
the probable detils of the termsof sur
ronder, anl to aay thit abuat ten a. u., ho
was to meet Uenvtal Grant intho rear of tho
a(rlmy and would then accopt tlie torms offer-
ed.

Sanguine as I had been when ho commeno:
cd that ho must acquiesco in my views, I had
not ono word to reply when ho had finished.
Ho spoke slowly and’ dehiberately and with
some fecling, and the completness of tho
conswdeorations he advauced, aud which ho
dwelt on with moro detads thau [ can now
fully recall, sponking particulary of the wo-
men and cluldren as tho greatest sufferers
in tho state of nnarchy which a dispersion of
the army would bung abuut, and his refer-
enco to what would be his personal coure if
he did order such dispursion, all indicated
that the question was not then presented to
his mind for the first time.

A short timo after this consveration Gen
oral Leo rodo to the rear of the army to meet
General Grant and arrange the details of the
surrender, e bad started about a half
hour when Gen, Fitz Lee sent word to Gen.
Longstreet that he had broken through a
portion of the encmy's line, aud that the
whole army might make its way through.
General Longstreet on hearing this dirccted
Colonel John €. Haskell, of the artillery,
who wag very finely mounted, to ride after
General Lee at utmost speed, killing his
horse if necessary, and recall him before he
could reach General Grant. Colonel Haskell
rode ns directed, and a short distant in rear
of the army fourd General Lee and some of
lus staff dismounted by the roadside.  Ashe
with difficulty checked his horso General
Lee came up quickly, asking what was the
matter, but without waiting for areply said.
“ Qh, I'm afraid you bave killed your beauti
ful mare. What did you ride her so hard
for?’ Qn bearing General Lougstreot's
message, he asked somequestions about the
situation, and sent word to General Long.
streeb to use his own discretion in making
apy movments,but he did avt himselfreturn
and in a short while another message was re
cawved that the success of the cavalry under
Geneoral Fitz Leo 'vas but temporary, and
that there was n. such gap intho enomy's.
line as had been suppased, Soun aftecwards
& massage was brought from the enemy's
picket that General Grant had passed around
10 the front, and would meet Goneral Leeat
Appomattox Gourt-House, and General Lee
accordingly retucned. .

Meanswhile, as the Coafederato line, under
GeneralGordon,was slowly fulling back from
Appomattox Court-house, after as gallant
a tight against over whelming odds asit had
ever made, capturing and bning safely off
with it an entire battery of tLe enemy’s cav
alry, General Custer, commanding a division
of Federal cavalay rode forward with a flag
of truce, and, the firing having ceased on
both sides, was conducted to General Long-
street as commuanding temporarily in Gen-
eral Leo's absence. Custer deminded the
surrender of the army to himself and Gen-
eral Sheridan, to which General Longstreot
replied that General Lee was in communica-
tion with General Grant upon that subject,

‘and that the issue wou!d be determined be-

tween them., Custer rephied that he and
Sheridan were independent of Grant, and
unless the surrender was made to them
they would *pitch in™ at once. Longstreet's
answer was 5 peremptory order to return at

anee to his own lines wndl uy it b
liked,” Custer was accor maly escorted
back, but fire was not reopened, and
both lines remained balted, tho Confe
derate about « half-mile east of t'o Cuuit
house.

General Lee, tetarning from the rem
shortly afterwards, halted inasamall ficld
adjuining Sweony's uvuse, a little in cear of
his skirmish le, and as aited _a message
from Genceal Graut, seatel on’somo rauls
under an apple-tree. This applo-treo was
not only entirely cut up for mementoes
within "two days aftorwards, butits very
roots wero cutup and carricd away under the
false impression that the surrender took
place under it. About noon a Fodoral stafl’
officer rode up and announced that Goneral
Grant was at the Court Iouse, and (ieneral
Leo with ono of his staff accompanied him
back. As ho loft the apple-tree General
Longstreot's last words to him were. * UUn
less ho ofters you liberal terms, Guoneryl, ot
us fight it out."”

It would be a diflicult task-to-convey ta
one who wus not present an tdea of the feel
ing of the Confederate ariny during tho few
hours which so suddenly, ind go unexpect
edly to it, terminated it existence, and with
it all hopes of the Confederacy. Having
been sharply engaged that very moruing,
and its movements arrested by .a flag of
truce while ona portion of it was actaally
fighting nnd nearly all the rest, igfantry,
and artillery, had just béen formed iu lino
of battle in sight and  range of the enemy,
and with guns unlimbered, it was impossible
to realize fully thatthe war, with all its

topes, ite ambitions, and s hard-
ships, was thus ended. Tuere was
comparatively very ltide conversation,
and men stood  in  gioups looking

uver the scens , but the groups were nsually
silent. Itwas not ot lirst generally knowa
that a surrender was luevitable; butthero
was aremarkable preacquiescence in what
ever Geperal Lee should dctermine, and
the warmest expressivns of counlidencein his
judgment, Ranks aud iscipline were
maintained a8 usual, and there iz little
doubt-that had Geneial Lee decidud.to-fight
that aftarnoon the troops would, ngt have
disappointed him. About 4 o clock r, u. Le
returned from theCourt-house, and after in-
forming tho principal officers of thé terms
of the surrender started to ride back to his
camp. .

The universal desire lo cxpress to him the
un.bated love and confillence of the avwy
had led to the formntion ot the guanaers of
a few battalions of arullery .along the
roadaide, with orders to take off their hats
in stlenco as ho rode by. When lie approach
ed, however, tho men could nyt bio restrain
ed; but burst into the wildest cheeting,
wineh the adjscend infuntey lines took up,
and,breaking ranks,they all crowded around
him, cheesing at the tops of their voices.
General Lee stopped lis horse, and after
gatning silence, made tho ouly spcech tb his
men that he evor made. Eowus very briel,
and gave no excuse ar apologies for his'sur
tender, bat said that he had done all in. his
power for his mefi and urged them to go as
quickly and qoietly as possible, to restma
peaceful avocations, and {o bans good citi-
zens as they had been soldiers, and ¢his ad*
vice marked the course whick he Lumself
pursued so faithfully to the end.
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