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more tempting thie dangerous Inke and after
a very ugly time crossing the Grand Tra-
vorse where one of the tugs unshipped her
rudder and the whole were in very groat
dunger, lubouring in the trough of n heavy
sen which turned to ice on bouats and clothes
of the men, they wera al last ensbled to
make Rocky Islund where they were obliged
toencamp. On the 11th the expedition
embarked and sailed acrosy the Traverse
with a fair wind till within twelva miles of
the North West Angle when 1t was stopped
by ice, Siiled about thiree miles on the
12th until stopped by ice, landed and made
preparations for marching to tho North
West Angle. On the 13th the march across
the ice commenced and the North West
Angle was reachied that evening. _A heavy
snow storm prevailed all day. )

As is well known the Expedition voached

Fort Garry onthe i8th and concluded a most

remarkable voyage and march successfully
without detracting in the slightest degreo
from the well earned honors of the first Ex.
pedition or underrating the hardships wili-
ingly endured, it is evidentit was amero pic
nic party compared to the lust. One duy's
work in the ice was worse than ten days’
labor in fine summer weather, and wo are
happy in being able to congratulate Major
Scott and the officers and; men under his
command on the very successful mnner in
which they surmounted the difliculiies en.
countered in one of the most remirkable
Expeditions on record.

Tue officers 6f*{he Cunadian avmy nre, as
a general rulo, a well trained body of soldiers
—well acquainted with the peculiurities of
climato and country, and with all the know-
ledge necessary to make theirservices in
actuil warfare’ valuble—bitherto owing to
very commendable precautions tho highest’
positiuns 1n the dist:iot 5t 1ffs have becn flt.
ed by officers from the British army—but it
appears that the tinme has arrived when that
system should cense if we aré (o have an
efficient staffof nmfive officers, or If the high-
est offices il otir Army are to be the prizes
for which these oMcars on whom the oner-
ous duty of supporting a “contingent for tHe
gervices of the country devolves, contend.
Our military force is recrdited by voluntary
service, the officers'of a company must pos-
sess the confidence and respect of the men,
and if thay are to retain their commissions,
keep their quota’s continually recruited to
Tull strength ; moreover they are personally
responeiGle for the arms,clothind'ind stores,
and, tBeoretically at least, &% bound 1o
muke good all deficienties— this with other
contingencies will m:ke the cost of a com.:
pany from 3200 to $600° per ‘annum." It i
perfectly reasonable that the offiter' sho, if.
addition to all this respopsibility and outlay,.
must qulify nt & military school, for his rank
should look to the higher positions on the
staff us the reward of his ’e,{ﬁtiom,' ‘4hd
ultimitely fs vicancies occirs they should:
be filled withont ‘&Xoception' "by Ciéhadian

officers entitled to succeed by merit and
senority.

The singular ability and skl displayed in
the adminstration of our militnry .affsirs
warrauts.the conclusion that in future every.
effort will be directed to promote meritor:
{ous officors whoso clnimsave that they have
answered the cillof their country and borne'
the burthen and hoat of the day in her de
tence, Tho general expectation of the offi-
cers of tho furce and of the peopls points
decidedly in the direction indicated, and it
is in accordance with the dictstes of sount
policy. ‘Thoe utt~r duworginization of .the
British regular forces might induce officers
to seek servica in. the Canadinn artny and
thus block promotion tojour own soldiers,
but it would be an uawise measnre as well
as unjust when the service the Canadian
officer has -rendered the country is taken
into consideration. -
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His Tinperial Highness the Grand Duke
Alexis, third surviving son of the Emperor
of all the Russiss, nrrivad in this city-on the
evening of the 18th inst, (Mouduy,) ona
visit to His Excellency the Governor General,
he was accompanied by the ‘Russian Ambas-
sador to the Uuited States, Buin Catnocacy,

Vice Admiral Possiet, Counsellor of state
Mauchun and other members of his suile.

On Tuesday the Mayor of Ottawa and cor-
poration presented an address in the Sepnte
Chamber, the Grand Dukearrived at the Pur-
iinn.ent Buildingsat three o’clock accompant-
ed by Lord Lisgar his svite occupying another
sleigh, ani wero received st the grand en-
trange by Lieut. Col. Macniel, V. C., A. D.
C., the Hop. Lieut., Ponsonby, A.D. €.,
Laeut..Coli Baraard, A. D. G., and Capt. G.
i, Perry, Rene Kimber, Esg., usher of the
8lick Rod in full court costume, acting as
Mauster of the Ceremonies. A guard of
honor of the Ottawa Brigade of Garrison
Artillery under the communid of Mujor Ross
and Capt. DeBouchetville, were drawn up
partly outside and partly inside the Hall,
the fine bandof ~the Brigade playing the
Russinn National anthem, The distinguished
party passed to the Vice-Regul apartments
and after a few minutes durving which
the ‘Hon. S. ‘L. Tilley, Hon. Jos.
Howe, Hon. «DPeter Mitchell and
Hon. Mr. Aiken werg presented to the
Grand Duke, the diatingnished party were
usheréd into the Senate Chamber which was
filled with the fair ladies of our aristocratic
circles, - while the galleries were densely
opowded. -Mr. Kimber introduced the Mayor
and following. members.of the ¢torporation
‘Alderman Cunningham, Bangs, Martineau,
Heney, O'Caosnor,. Lapierrs and Rowe, Ilis
vorship read the following adiress,

": To His Imperial Highiess the Grand Duke

[ .Al?titvflgu&ii&..&c‘, A‘.d.é;' de. . B

* "May it plesse’four Imperial ighnesss !
1In'the nymeoftlis.citizensof Ottawn, we
-Rive you a-cordi:! we;_o.omg.l‘g the capital of

Uttawa, De};eu{bcr 1.9,,1.87}.

sentative of ons of the mightiest nntions of
the Old World. ' ,
We welcome you as a worthy acion of the
Tihperial Housa whose bent ficient -and en-.
lightened rule has done so much to pramote
the well being and happiness of their sub.
jectz 3 and we welcome you ns a distingufsh
ed meémber of a noble professinna, which we
as Englishmen, arewont to hold in peculiar
honor. . : .
1tis{o us n source of gratifidation that
notwithstanding the shaoitness of your so-
journ in America, you have found time tn
mnke at lenst  Jrried visit to that portion
of the continen?y whosa people, as- hiappy
subjscts of England's Queen, claim: canpec-
tion with the nncient monnrohies of Eurppo.
We sincerely hope that your visit {o Cinn.
da ming prove as agreealilo to you s it
gratifying to us, and that you mny earry
back with yoa to your homein the northern
capital of the-Old World-nothing but plea,
sant memories of your too brief stay in this
northern capital of thanew, ~ "7 °
Kigned on behalf of thé corporation.”
Coe . Jonx Rocarsrsn, Jg., -
: - . Mayer, .

His Excellency the Governor- Genernl re
ceived the address’ and handed.:it ta. yiee
admiral Possiet who placsd the following
address in the Grand Duke's hand. .

Mr. Myerand Gentlemian,
I thank you raost heartily for yourcordisl
welcome and in the name of His Majasty the
Emperor | beg to express my gratitude for
the compliment you have paid to the Impe-
rinl House and to my country, T am, in.
Fdeed *proud of lelonging to a professian
whioh has produced some of the brightest
names which adorn the pages of history and
which you esteem so highly. P
Being so near Canada I thought it my
duty. and it is 2 most agreenbla ons, th pay
a visit to Bis Excellency the Governor Gene.
ral whois the representintive of & sovereian
.for whom I liaxe.the most nvolopi respeot.
Tonly regret that my limited time dopes not
allaw ma to make n longer rtay amongst
vou, hut be assured that I shalf éarry- home
most pleasant memnries of a country. whers
[ have been so kinidly. .received ami} which
hins an additional charmy for me, as at this
season of the year it 50 much reminds mé of |
my own. ’ ’ S e ud
“The Grand Dukeread the reply in h clear
and distinct without any foreign ageent ;he
is A very fine young maii and very “pliinly
dressed, he evidently appréciated the dli-
mate as. he wore a plain” hat, altiongh-a
sniart snow’storin” made siiost peopls * pull
down ear faps, and was loudly cheéred: Yy
the galleries to whom his allusion‘to -the
Queen wa¥'vety giitilying, cheérswera alfo
given for the Governdr lSeneral, snd Indtly
what no Canadian asseinbly eair forget thik

‘|'chéers for the'Quéen. The Grind* Dixb

visited all the’ Parliiment building, and 1.
turned in the'Govétnsr’ Generhl's slelgh tb
Ridean Hall," His Imperial “Hightibss ¥éft
Ottawa at 9'a. m on Wednesday 20tn. =

<

Tue, Cunadian Illustrated News has-issued
a iaghiBceiit Christimas’ humber with x sup
plemepnt cantaining Milton's O1ls' én “thw
Morning of Christ’s Natiylty, and-a hésul-
fal"CHristmas Hymn lustrated- withshy.

qur. youpg Dopitiien,. . e
) Wéewglgoomdwn‘gi“nn usteious eapre

taoteristio” vigneatted, It is acoowiphuied



