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phy, or topographical knowledgs is most at
fault, but the powers he asks from Congress
for suspending tho operations of the Lol
ing systemn would, if granted, be tho greatost
possible benefit to tho Dominion, as it woukl
inevitably lead to the opening of new routes,
and that at onc . for ourselves, by which we
would be indopondent of tho courtesy of
the United Statos, and at the samo timo de
prive them of a very lucrative Lranch of
commerco “tho carrying trade.” ‘Those
powers are, howeyer, asked with far diffcrent
objects. President Gront desires to diive
Canada into annoxation. That game is
played out—it failed whon the Reciprocity
Treaty was abrogated. It will fail when
transit is olosed—we shall rotaliato and pro-
hibit tho use of our waters to Americans al-
together ; nor shall they have part, parcel,
or portion of the fishories without a full
equivalent.

General Grant is doubtless o great man
in the United States, but of very small ac-
count in Canada; he throatens and bullies
without the power of carrying out his ful-
minations, as is very woll known to every
mat in the States. In another column will
be found what his capacity for mischiof
really is, and wo can afford to dos* se his
throats, treat his opinions with contempt,
and set his power at definaco. 1fe can’t get
any of tho fisheries, nor shall he b~ve the
free navigation of the St. Lawrence. If his
people or himself are spoiling for a fight the
Canadians are ready to accummnodate them.
In fact, this speech is like the Russian note,
rather prematuro. Doth were designed to
coerco England into o policy which woull
inevitably ruin her, Earl Granville’s reply
spoilt the game, and President Grant's cock
adoodle-doo is tiu the puny echo of the
Russian dunghill roostor's clarion. It is
very lucky for us that the Yankee fillibus-
tors are such donkoys. ‘They tried to coerco
us in trade and ruined their own commerce ;
they tried Fenian conspiracy and it gave
Canada the best military force on the con-
tinent,—let them try threats and it may
give us an opportunity of retifying bound
aries without the aid of a joint commission,

Wz publish in another column a synopsis
of th, *Official Report of the Fenian Ex.
President,’” rolative to tho last Fenian raid,
and we do this the more readily because of
the fact which the so-called General O'Neill
has put -so prominently forward, that the
* military prestige ' Canada has acquired is
due to those inv~ .ons whict the wisdom of
General Grant nis predeces: ors, and Ameri-
can statesmen generally allo ved to bo organ:
ized in the United States fc  the purpose of
coercing the people of this . >untry into an-
nexation. Not satisfied with the result the
present President resorts to threats. Ho
had better take O'Neill into his councilsand
he will learn a thing or two as to the proba-
bility of success at that game, which might
make him * o]d his hand in time. The only

' me more than a fow hours, and I left it with

dent seems to have learned in the utter rogret, but with the satisfactory assurance
hopelessness of a successful invasion of Can | from actual observation that in the garrizon
ada, and if his stratogy 13 a fair sample of  at Red River Canada posses a military force
that of Lis Lrothor officois ia tho United , of whicl no country need Lo ashamed. The
States army Canada has very little to fear  Iaoral effect produced by officors and men
from tho eftorts of those conyuering heroes, , cannot fail to be highly boneficial to the
which, at the utmost, might result in tho } best interests of the Dominion. The return
plunder of a hon rocst or two. ThoEx-Tresi | drive by moonlight will be long remember
dent may rest satistied that Canada will do | ed fou the real enjoymont and amusoment
her part in the defonce of the honor and in- | it afforded.

togrity of the British Empire, and will back i Tho Ist of November was occupied in

real fact of value which the Fenian Ex Prosi

old' Eugland against all comers. If Presi- |

dent Grant, tlie other President of the Uni
ted States, wishes to back up Russin's quar-
rel ho will first Lavo to spoak to the Cana.
dian people.

making tho necessary preparations to leave
Fozt Garry, on my homeward journey—those
consistod of hiring a French Motis named
; Godin Marchand to convey myself and party
1across the prairie. Ilis equippage was rix

e ————— ' . . .
— - Indian ponies, a spring waggon with a tilt,

EPITORIAL C (BESP ONDENCE. . and two Red River carts—this gave a fresh
Forr Auercnosmi, i horse ever; day, as the vehicles were all

November 12th, 1870. I single horse, and the baggage waggons were

-always in front, Ihad to lay in a stock of
[ provisions sufficient for a seven days’ march
and to make all necessary preparations for

Tho Stono Fort is twenty miles below Fort
Garry by 1and and about forty miles by the

river  ‘Chere are a series of gravel shoals in } s .
the bed of the stroam dignified with the |rough work. A Red River cart is  ounning.

namo of rapids, otherwise tle navigation is | ly constructed machino, I3ut wonderfully
unobstructed, so that Red River under its | we!l ndag) ted to tho work. it has got to do.
various names of Ottor Tail, River Rouge, ln' is eutiroly of wood, no jron profanes the

structure ; the wheels are about five feet in

and Asziuabsina isnavigablo from Otter Tail | 3 . . N
Luke to Lake Winnipeg, & distance of over | diameter, very much dished, with wide fol-

1190 nules by tho viver. On both sides of 1965 they bave no tires, Tho theory of cir-
tho stream the country is well sottled, with cu}ur motion tpoving on s!;might lines re-
good, substantial farm houses and many  C¢ives unconscious elucidation by the con-
neat residences, Towards the Stone Forg , Struction of the wheels ?f a Red Rivor cart,
tho timber becomes more valuable and of | tke spokes and hubs being the nearest pos-
greater depth: the river banks are higher f“ble approach to a per foct cone. The axle
und tho country has the appearance of being | is also of wood, on which the shafts are fixed
under cultivation for a long period. The ,*"d & few rude picces makes a narrow cart
road is very good and level. fapublo of storing, with somo eﬁ'ort,' about
The Stone Fort is a parallelogram, 350 feet 500 pound:ﬂi of orc!mary baggage. With .this
wide by 100 fect in length; the walls are (under qrdmary cxrcumstances.a Refi River
twelvo feet high, of yellow sandstone, with | 2orse will mako a march of thirty miles per
large circular bastions at the angles, tho | diom- Tho wheels are well adapted to the
Leight of those being about fifteen feet, flat | ronds on which the vehicles are used ; with
roofed, and used as magazines and stora., 1oR tires they would cut into tho tough
houses. There aro two gates, one facing the , Prairie so'd, and soon render the road im-
river on the castern face, tho other in the Passable in wet weather, but the broad fel-
western wall. There are a large number of lo_ws bz‘maly lovdl the .sod,.smd if the mud
buildings in the arca, some of stone and the sticks w them,.especmlly in frosty weather,
remainder of wood. The sito is command. the driver carries a draw knife, with which

ing. The area of the parade is covered with ho pares 3t off.
sandstone chips and gravel. It is garnsoned  Before starting from Fort Abercrombie on
by the 2nd, or Quobec, Battalion, under the My downward voyage I had purehased a
quantity of camp equippage, but nearly

command of Major A. Irvine. A fine body

of men, splendidly disciplined, and « credit @very morningthere wasa report that a por-
to Canada. The officers’ quartors are far tion had been lost overboard, and by the
more comfortable than thoso at Fort Garry, , end of tho voyage nothing remained but a
Tho men's barracks are rather crowded, but 00wl one plate and a fork, it became a mat-
they are cowfortablo and clean. The routine ter of some anxiety to procure another sup-
of garrison duty is strictly carried out. The PIy, which was effected at Fort Garry.
officers are & very gentlemanly body of My party on starting consisted of two
young men, with a very commenable esprif officers, the Agent of the Hudson Bay Com-
dc orps, desirous of keeping their own bat- pany at Pembina, an English gentleman
talion ahead if possible, and in this they are doing the American continent, a la Dilke,
encouraged by tho examp!e of the officer in |, tnd r.yself, aad when it is knowr thut one
command—it would bo hard to find in any | of the Jfficers was partially insane sore idea
service a finerlooking set of fellowsor better 'may be formed of the composition of my
soldiers. frain, and what material it afforded for

My duties at the Lower Fort did not detain  amusement and study.



