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CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

CONDUCTED BY 8. JOUN DUNCAN-CLARK.

Wonwv's C. E. Pravea Onatn, Scoixer ron Bxrreunen:—For
the Ohristian Sabbath, Pray that it sy be proserved as a day of
rost and spiritual refreshment,

DAILY READINGS.
Speech.

First Day—Helped by God.—Jor. i. 1.0.

Soocond Day—Fit words.—Prov. xxv. 1-11.

Third Day—Prudent words.—Eccl. v. 1.7,

Fourth Day—Diangerous words.—Jas. iii. 1.18.

Fifth Day—Deceitful words.—Jas. i. 19-27.

Bixth Day—DParo words.—Ps. xii. 1.8

Praven Mzerine Toric, Sept. 13.—O0UR ToNOUERS YOR ClnIST.

Prov. zv. 3, 2. 4. 7, 10, 14, 23, 26, 28.

Buch indeed do wo noed to place them at His disposal, nay, to
give them into his ontire control. I think if there is ono member
moro than another Christiana hold back from completo surrender,
it In tho topgue. I think tho Apostlo James muat havolivedina
gosslpiog community ho speaks o feelingly on this eubject.
«Behold,” says ho ‘‘how greal a mntteralitile fire kindleth!
and the topgue is & fire, a world of iniquity.” James, there are
many who will say ** Amen,” to that! (But what doos tho wise man
sy about it, ¢ The tongae of the wico usoth knowledge aright ;
bot tho mouth of fools bubbleth ont foolishuess.” Verily this is
so. Tho wiso man, and in Proverbs that meana the man who has
wisdom or Christ for His guide, nseth knowledge aright, whother
it be knowledgo of his own affairs or of other peoplo’s business.
But the foo), and all are fools who do not take Christ as their
wisdom, bubbleth out foolishncas about every body and overy
thing. It is heartsickening to hear profeased Ghristians chattering
away about their noighbora as if the only theme of common
intorest was tho private business of somo ono else. I beliovo that
tho devil uses tho ain of gomip in the Church of Christ more
cffectaally than any other weapon, 8illy talk about tho minister,
the clders, tho Sunday school workers, the young peopls; innocent
perhaps in itaelf, but weakening influences, raising suspicions,
creating doubts, separating friends, and lowering tho whole tons
of spicitual life. Ikoow young people to.day who are kept from
professing Christ by what they seo o this hateful habit in the
lives of church members.  Of course tho reason is inadequate, but
that doos not lesson tho responeibility that rests upon these
hinderets. What said tho master? ¢ Bu® whoao ahall causs to
stumblo one of theso littlo oncs which belisco in Ae, it were
better for him that a millstone were hanged abunt his neck, ard
that ho wero drowned in tho depth of the sea.” MJiatu xviii. 6.
\What is the remedy ! Christians talk about Christ. Let your
lips bo filled with Bis praises, lot yoar tongue bo qaick to tell His
love. Shatyourearsto storiesaboutothers. If youareiaterested
in somc one clao's affairs talk to the person concorned about them,
‘but mever to other people. The Kings business is your business,
aud with any one elxa’s yon have nothing to do.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOUOL.

OCOXDTCTZED BY 8. JOHN DUNCAN-CLARK.

International S. S. Lesson.
Lrssox XL—Duvip’s Gra71Iope 70 Gon.—BriT. 13.
{2 Sam. xxii. 40-51.)

Gurrxy TexT.—* Tho Lord is my rock and my foriress, and
my deliverer,”"~2 Sam. xxii. 2

Cextrat, Trrvri.—Heart Praise.

catruction, v. 40-43.
Axavrsts.— Dclu'tnnco. v. 4446,
ovotion, V. 47-51.
Tiuw Axp Prace.—BC. 1040, in Jerusalem.
IxtRontoronry.—*¢ This chapter and tho eighteenth Paalm aro
almost identical. It has boen thought that this chapter was
wrnitten abont the middle of David'a reign after anumber of notable
victorios, and that toward tho cloas of his lifo a revision was made
{or public recitation which is tho eightoenth Psalm.  This trinmph
song must bave been writted beforo David'a great sin, perbaps the
time referrod t0in 2 Sam. v1i. 1  Iu this caso ths tims wonld be
about R.C. 114y, and the place is doubilesa Jernsalem."—Sksday
Sckovl Era,

Vxrse oY VERsE.—TV. 4¢. “ Girded me with streogth.”—It ia
well for aman to recegnize the source of his streagth, David
knew that his past triumphs were owing to God's proasnce wisth
him. Whea God girds us with strength, it is the atrength of
omnipotencs. Failureis impozaible if we rely on it. **Strepgth
to battla,"—1t is for battle that God gives Ts strength; 1hat we

may fight sin and the powers of ovil, snd overcoms them. He
does not give strength for display or mero personal enjoyment of
power, but for earncat, uneasing conflict with His and our
epemies.

V. 41. ““Given mo tho necks of mine enemies.’—When God
gives victory it is complote. What He did for David Ho is able
acd willing to do for us. Wrong desires, evil pasions, bad habits
may all bo as surely and complotely vanished as tho enemies of
David were, if wo will claim His overcoming strength agaiost
them ; but a0 long as we go struggling along in our own weakncsa
thoy will have tho mastery, See Rom, vi. 11-14, viif. 2, 35-39;
2 Cor, xii, 9; Eph. vi. 10-17,

V. 42, *‘They looked but thero was none to save.’—I1t is a
terrible thought that a day will yet come when such a condition
of things will exist, * Now is the accepted time” but by and by
will come a time of rejecting. ¢ None to save,” oh! what a wail
of agony is in thoao words. A lost world, without a Christ or &
Calvary! Bhall we nos labor for souls while it is yet to-day, since
the night soon cometh when no man can work. SeeRaov. vi. 12:17,

V. 43. **1 did stamp thom as the mire.”—How many things
thore aro in our lives that deservo just such treatment as this,
We must not trifls or play with sin. The cherishing of an evil
thought is the invariable procedent of an evil deed. Sach things
may only bo eafely treated in ono way; that is trampled under
foot in the mire to which they belong, See Rom.xvi. 20; Ps. xci.
13; Zech. x. 5. 1

V. 44. “Delirered from the atrivings of my people.’—
Olten the greatest trial to a young Christian is the lack of
aympathy and even open opposition of relatives and friends.
But God will give deliveranoe, if trust is put in Him, Then often
there come doubts and discouragements because of the inconsist-
encies and uncharitableness of those who by reason of their
profession should be sources of help and support. And here God
also gives deliverance. ot until tho young Christian learns to
stand alono with God and bo completely satisfied with His
consistency will these things ceaso to bo causes of parplexity and
darkness; but when thatleszon has been learned they will matter
little, for tho faithlessness of men cannot changs the faithfnlness
of God. Sce, Ps. lxxxix. 1,2,24,28,33,34. 2. Tim. ii. 13.

A peoplo I knew not.”’—Not least among the joys of tho
Cbristian life are its surprises. Day by day God bas some new
pleasure or bleasing for His children, ~ud they that trust Him
shall not be disappointed. Half the happiu.zea of 1ife would be
loat if wo conld zoe ahead of us more than a moment at a timo.
Seo, Sam.iii.22,23.

V. 46. “Strangers shall fade away.”—Ycs, suchis the lot of
any who rexains strangers to God. Oatside of Him there is no
such thing as permancency of any kind; but He is the Rock of
Ages that abideth forever.

V. 47. “The Lord liveth,”’—\Vhat a mighty sentence do theso
thres words frame! This world with all its woo and zin would be
unbearable did we not know that He lives. Suicide would almost
be justifiable if wo had not this assurance. Bat the Lord lives,
and more than that, Holivesfor me. Ho died for me,and now He
lives for me; and all my life journey is in His planning. While
Ho lives, I shall live—and that means forever. ‘Blessed bo me
Rock."—Havo you mads personal approproation of Ged as David
Jid? Read tho Paalms through emphasizing the first personal
pronoua Whensver you mect it, aud ses how they unfold them
sclves and become youra. My Rook;” thatzounds liko assurance,
like secarity. Let us each say it from oar hearts, and enter into
the joyous experienco of ita meaning.

V> 49. “Thon bast lifted me up on high.”—That is where thy
Christian ought to be; dwelling in heavenly placss. Wo have no
right to ba grovelling in thoe earth, like worldlinga whose troasure
is below; our privilogo and daty is to liveon the mountain tops of
faith, li{ted high above terrestrisl defilement,  Only thers can we
gain power to liftothers.  Sco, Epb. 1.8. il. 6.

V. 50. % Therefore."—Thero isnever a time in the Christian
expericnoo when & **thercfore' for thankfalness maynot befound.
See, Eph. v.20. Phil. iv.6.

V. 51. “The towes of Salvation."”—Rseader havo you taken
refogoinit? No other place will give you safety when thestorm
comes, no other tower ralses ita strength beyond the rexch of
wicd and wavo. Now while tho door is open step within its
sheltor and find peace.  Surely if Eing David needed such a

refoge, you do.

Dr. Maggregor mel, in the great Scotch city his namo and
fame adomgs:x y 20 boany

ittle girl carrging in her arms a bab;
that she fairely ataggered under the weight. *Baby'abeavy, im't
ke, doar?” said the doctor. “No,” replied the wintome bairn,
«hoisn't beavy; he's my brother.” Tho mimionary burden is
gon: 3:-:: the humaan brotherhood is realised.



