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THE TRAP-DOOR SPIDER.

BY TUE REV. Joli." TODI>, D. 1).
Isonietunes hiear it said, "sucl a

yo1111 Inanl is seeptical , or, H e is
tyiiî to bu ail inidul.

1 ilziquire,' Was lie instriieted in '*e-
lgoîwlhen chîld ?",

XQS, lie lîad a very îatithiftl, pions

'Pitonel I auî not wvorried about ii
lie mill coine al rîglit before loîî.g."

And so stucli usually dto. They are
licld by un erd ts, and camiot breaýk
away. There, is a very wvise period iii
the life of everv yo11( nng nin w~iuuu lie

gokniows XII bu it"leand(, takziîg Colin-
sel of bis ownl huart, is rea'ly to bel juve
a1s innehel or as littie as hie pleases. But
I have been ainazed andii deli--hted t'
sce hlow easy it i% for GodI to takie sueli
ini lus owni lîanld, anid bring theli ont
in luis own ight I e.ave lately hadl
sudi a 3"iinllg' frienld, Wlhu liad Loo nîutchl
Conscience to feel easy whlle lie-,lucting(
Iiis eteruial iînterests, and yet lovudl sinl
too well to yield luis huart to reatson, to
conviction, or cveut to love. But one
day I saw lie was iii trolu-distress
-a Yet w.s trying to coneaLI it. and

shutt liis sotul aw'ay froual the lighit. 8o
I said to Iilîn, '' Look huere, corge
hiere is soinîthin g which a friend lias
sent une froinCaifoul'

\VWliat is if ? It lîuks cuirionis."
"It is the home of t'ue trapi-do(-or

Spider. Non-, just examine it. Huru is
a nnîpII of the yellowv si -il of Califorîuia
ceunuted togethier, su thiat it, adhecrcs
firuilv. It is abolit uighit biches long
and thirc iii diau:îeter. You sue on the
bottmnut ;,le silkun ha- that ha;uîgs down.
That l:ug is the lhomue o." thu spider.
But loo'k caeu thte top). Yon sec
a circular toi). trlastlu'ee quarters of
an inch across it. You sec nothuing
but titis covered toi). Now, witil Ilhu
point of lily Icnife i jist r:tise this top).
It lias a regniar hin.re, andi( r-lits downl
so Snuglry hlit -%-,)i ivould neyer drcain
that it couid opeîî. Bit youl sec it

dloes' open, and the spider-a litige
fellow lie înuist bu to fi11 tInt lbole-can I
mil in ald tont just as lie pleases. NOW
under the lid, the loiwer side of it, you
sue soute little bolus. The ereature iviiezi
pursued leaps iut<i tItis liole or bocuse.
draws the door dîtwni over hiiuîu and
tIenII thirtsting( biis fronitelawg inito the
liii, and bracing hinîisuif agaiust the
sidus of luis liuse, lie liolds it down fast
anîd so there ini the dark lie fuels safe.
The liarder lie lholds on the safer lie
fuels, anud the élarker it is tlic mtore
secuire lie tliîXs lîluuîself. But niind
y<mu, mni is iviser, stî'oiger, and gruater
tliuan the spider. I-le cohules auîd digs
downi, and takes up liuses, tr:îp, spider
amid ail. R4 e is lus nuiastur ulow. fie
eau kili bita or save Iinii aiv'e. Now
nîly dear George, you are just Ilie that
spider."

'Pray, liow do you iiiake that out V'
g\Vh1y, doni't yoit sec, you have a

certain dark l)l;ie iii your hueart, wvliere
yoiu retreat every tunie the trtîItli of
God, or lotve of Christ, or thîe influenuce
of tuie Divine Spirit, seek, vona. You run
ilito your place of doubt and unbelief,
and, like the spider, draw thue dloor and
1101(1 on to it, and tiîzlîtu your hold
the darkuer it is ; aui t 1 ire von are, and
tliere vonl iiteiod for thc Prusexit to re-
nmain. But tliere is a powerful Iland

t at s dIgîa downv buIevai tis
an will soon, 1I(do believe, lift you

anti. your retrcat. ont iiîto thc lighIt."
'['lierec is anotlier reseniblnice.

,is tmap-door spider is very poisonous
inî lus bite, but lie is powerless wlîen
mau lias tak'ex luis st'îgl.hl.So y<>n
wotuld be uloiSonitulis 1111' y()l3r CMIn-
panions anîd the boys wlut arc louking
11p tg) yoil, sliffl y<iu coniimuncate
voi nîotionis. Buit (,od %vo't let von.
lie opens your oves to the lîglit and lie
liodds yoil iin lis hiaud, 111d lie woln't let
Vt>ii potison other.s." al

0), sir) L Seo it, I se it -X and lie
lîurst. iinti tears ; Iiis lîeart was soften-
e(1 ; luis refuge W;Las guuue.ý *.id tinls
tlic tra 1 -dours or urcachcd a sur-


