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a lock and kcy, and so carefully Packcd that it could be safcly Shippcd l)y freiglit.
It vv'as providcd withi a comiplcte but sinmple systeiu of blank records, so tlîat it couild
bc placed upoli a table or couriter, uiulocked, and be rcady for as eflcctivc and
miethodical work as auy larger circulating lil)rary. Iu ortier to insuire good care
for the volumes and a contintious local interest, the libraries were ouly s.'ent to
communitieS whichi organizcd a local library association of twelîty niemlbers wlîo
agrced to care for the books and to place themn w'lere tliey would circulate frcely
un(ler the simple library rules l)reSCribed. Eacli local association electcd a secretary.
veho acted as its execuitive officer. and eachi paid a fec of one dollar for each library
as a partial paynient of the tranisportation charges.

Twventy-six libraries iu one couinty wer(ý sent out in this way. They werc visited
about twvo months after by M[r. Hutchins. andl lie found tiiei even more popuilar
than hiad been expected. The nmost interesting accounits are gîven of the avidity
wvitli whicli the vouung especiall1y seized the books. The movement is yet too youing
to allowv of accurate statistics, yet they have proved that in Wisconsin. as iu New~
York and M\,ichigan., they supply an urgent lieed that fias tiot been supplied by any
otlîcr ageucy.

Thev have carricd into hutndreds of homes new thoughits and information. highier
spirations and ideals, new forces tlit are nmaking for a better indlividual. family and

social life. Their books are warnîly vvelcomied by families vv'lose doors are closed
to the reformer or the missionary. Hundreds of smnall communities iii Wisconsin
have attemipte(l to do such wvork for themselves. but have nearly alwvays failed. Thecy
have raised money by entertainments or private subscriptions. and have started
libraries witli high hopes. Iu most cases thecir selection of hooks has been uinfor-
tunatc, and whcn the few entertaining books have becu read by mnost of the piatrons
and no new volumes are added the popular interest dies, and the librarv is either
put lu -anr obscure place or its volumes are scatter-ýd.

By the newv systemn only wvholesomne and entcrtaiuing books are boughit. and
tlîey arc constantly appealing to new readers uintil wvorn out by use, and<lnot mierely'
slîelf wvorn. Every six months a library is newv to some publicý. and its arrivaI is a1
niatter of comment and draws uew interest to the library station. The books are
bouglit at the lowvest. and substantial editions are selected. They can be occasionally
exaniined and repairedl. an important ecouonîy. for with books as vvith clothiing. a
istit-zh in time saves nine." Iu tlie making of rudes and regulationsa %vide body

of experieuce caii be drawn uipon. and lu the printing mutchi econoniv ex\erciscdl.
Finally, it practically takes the selection of the reading of great numbers of

untrainied readers froin the bands of blind chance. and puits it ii, thîe custody of
trainied experts. wvho can draw for assistance upon the library experience of the
wvorld. Our great and costly systein of public schools works unceasinglv to teach
children hiow to rend ancI then leaves too many of themi to go through thecir aduît
lives without using that power to the best advantage. hecause of lakof opportunity.

The travelling libraries offer ani unexpectedly cheap. efficient and practicahie
nmethod of broadening our educational systemi to include in its beneficent purposes
cvery one who goes ont from the brief course of our commion schools. and to enable
themn to pursue a life-long systemn of education.

Such a systein as lias been described seeins feasible in Ontario. No part of
the Province is bcyoud reachi by rail or steamer. and lu no part need there be lack
of readers. Our school systemn. by providing school sections of moderate area. eacli
w'ith its school-bouse and teacher, seems to have placed the niachincry ready to
baud. In Wisconsin about one-third of the libraries are kept in the postoffice. one-
haîf lu farmn bouses and the remainder lu small stores. But with the school mnaster
as librarian aud tbe school-bouse as the distributing post. the niost widely-scaittere.-l
farmn population could he easily reachied. while the results of the daily tasks woulcl
he more satisfactory. By supplying also iu this way tbe smnaller existing PubP;c
Libraries. whichi are barely able to ad-I to dieir collections, boxes of ioo newv books


