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BUSINESS MEN WITIL BUSINESS PURPOSES.

Without doubt the most important move recently made by
Canadinn manufacturers is that just inauguruted by the Can-
adian Manufacturers’ Associntion in beginning the publicution
of & “ Bulletin of Information” with the purpose of making
known the character and progress of the work being done by
the Associntion, and to supply to the members, without
charge, reliable information regarding the home aud foreign

trade of Canada.  The initial nuinber of the * Bulletin ' was
published August 15¢h, and already wany commendatory let-
ters are being received by the Association from manufacturers
and others, and farorable comments by the newspapers, all
puinting to the benefit to be devived, not by manufacturers
only, but by the whole country, from the enterprise. Associa-
tions more or less similar to that of the Cunadinn Munufac.
turers’ Association are no new thing in Canada or in any
other manufacturing country, those in Cansda usually taking
vhe form of guilds of particular branches of trade, looking to
the individual interests of those trades rather than to those
of the great body of manufacturers including all branches.
And in this particular the Canadian Manufuacturers' Associa-
tion differs fromy them all, inasmuch as it is composed of
manufacturers engaged in all branches of manufacturing
industry, banded together more for the purpose of promoting
the interests of manufacturers generally.

The conditions under which muanufacturing enterprises now
have to be conducted ave very different from what they were
only o few years ago. Competition has increased production
and has also led to a great lowering of the cost of production ;
and manufacturers who are not ready to admit this fact and to
act upon it, cannot hope for success This recognition must
not be passive in its character, but rather aggressive—very
aggressive, an aggression that will place them fully abreasy
with the manufacturers of all other countrics. Therefore, to be
as successful as their competitors in other countries, our manu-
facturers must of necessity adopt tne wmost effective methods
of those against whom they have to contend.

Perhaps the most aggressive manufacturers against whom
our Canadian manufacturers have w contend are those of the
United States, and it is well to consider one of the most
effective mothods by which they can serve their interests.

The Natnal Associntion of Manufacturers of the United
States was fermed in January, 1895, as the result of a widely
existing desire fur a strong and well balanced organization,
thoroughly national in its character, equipped for the perform-
ance of any service which the manufacturers of the United
States might require. Upon this basis the Association has
developed into a powerful organization, embracing in its
membership upwards of 1,000 of the largest manufacturing
interests in the United States, representing every important
industry and every prominentindustrial centre in the country.

Starting with purposes of very general character, the work
of the Association hus been shaped gradually by the expressed
requirements of its members and by the conditions which have
prevailed during the past three years.

The work of the Association naturally falls into groups—
that which pertains to home interests, and that which relates
to trade with foreign countries.

Although entirely without the pale i politics, and embrac-
ing in its membership men of widely differing and pronous ced
political views, the Association stands for the protection of
American industries, believing Lhat there is no market in the
world of such importance tn the manufacturers of the United
States as that which lies within their own country,

The tariff is viewed by the Association, however, as a
business problem, not as a matter of political capital ; and the
adjustment of the rates of duty in such a manner as to
equalize the cost of imported articles and goods made in the
United States represents the view of the tarit problem as
held by the majority of the members of the Association.

The work which the Association has been doing in thoe

oxtension of the foreign trade of American manufacturers hus
attracted a great den! of attention both at home and sbroad.
The chief features embraced by this work are : Invostigation
of Foreign Markets ; Establishment of Sample Warehouses ;
Tprovement of the Consular Service: Restoration of the
American Merchant Marine, and Restoration of Trenties of
Reciprocity.

In this work, ns in all else undertaken by the Association,
the aim is to apply practical business methods. The plans for
the foreign work of the Association provide for the careful
investigation of possible new markets for American products,
the study of trade conditions in various countries, and the
ascertainment as fully as possible of the classes of American
aoods saleable in different markets, with the conditions of
competition which must be net.

An important feature of the work of the Association is the
publication of & large amount of matter that is of general
interest and value to manufacturers. The Circulars of Infor-
mation issued by the Bureau of Publicity of the Association
have rendered valuable aid in promoting the interests of the
organization.

While the work of the Association has been planned upon
the broadest lines of public benefit, still it offers to its mem-
bers direct personal services which far exceed in value the
cost of membership.

An annual fee of 850 entitles & manufacturer to member-
ship wnd o all the privileges incident thereto during the
period of twelve months from the date of payment. Only
manufacturers are eligible for membership.

CONDITIONS OFF TRADE IN THE WEST INDIES.

A correspondent of The British Trade Journal, vriting
from St. John’s, Antigus, says thut the outlcok for British
trade in the West Indies is at present rather problematical.
Much will depend upon the imposition of countervailing duties
to fight the bounty-fed beet-sugar, which has been the causo
of the deplornble condition of the West Indics, and we ure in-
clined to think that if countervailing duties are imposed, the
bulk of vur sugars will be shipped to England instead of to
the United States, as at present, and thereby increase our
trade with the Mother Country. There is one point that
must not be lost sight of, and that is, that the soil, climate,
and physical conditions of sume of the West India Islands,
and cspecially Antigua, render any other industry, except
sugar, impracticable for the support of the population. As far
as the people are concerned, they can grow enough vegetables
for their own use, but as far as any other staple industry is
concerned, they can do nothing ; and even admitting that we
could “go in” for the cultivation of minor industries, many
vears must necessarily elapse before any return can be got
fromw these industries ; and what is to becomse of our popula-
tion in the meantime? Helping us in the matter of paying
our public debt and assisting us in maintaining our govern-
ment institutions, while good enough in their way, does not
solve the problem of how the people are to live.

The depression is not confined merely to old-fashioned plant-
ers, but extends to those who have adupted the most modern
methods. The bounties have caused great over-production,
cnnsiderably in access of the needs of the world, and have
had the effect of sending down prices to a point at which
cane sugar does not even pay the cost of manufacture. Qur
only hope is, therefore, in the imposition of countervailing
duties.

Under the United States reciprocity tariff’ every country
entering into reciprocal relations with the United States is
conceded a reduction of twenty per cent. in the duties churged
on itg products, which means something like twenty-eight
cents on each 100 lbs. of sugar, or £1 6s. 1d. per ton. This
tariff requires that any reciprocating treaty entered under it
must be concluded within one year of its pussing, and its ob-
servance is only gusranteed for four ycars; but thero scems
to be considerable delay on the part of the Homo Govern-

.




