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TORONTO LETTER.

The Hamilton trouble about rates— Newespaper criticism not alweays
st or reasomable—L)id you tender for the Toronta School risks ¢
—7he “Aliance ™ gets a plum—New Fire oAlarm Foxes for

Toronto ** easy 1o use"~—Keturning to the fold,

DErAR EDITOR,—

Hamiiton just now isin a state of mind hordering on * wild,”
over the recent action of the C. F. U. A. in imposing a 25 cent
conflagration extra, applicable to certain districts in the centre
and business portion of the city. The Daily /ress, without
going into the wmatter in a businesslike way, and enquiring
whether the Underwtiters have justification. to show for their
action, and are consistent in their practice, take up the popular
cry of “extortion,” “ tyranny,” etc, on the partof the fire
insura nce companies, and esll for an instant movement on the
part of the City Councii in the cousideration of Municipal
Insurance ami recommend the inswring in ** American com-
panies,” whatever that may mean. Someone should tell these
newspaper men, if they cire to hear it, that the cities and
towtis and villages of Ontario are classed . ~d rated from < A"
down to “‘F according to the efficiency, uon-efliciency, or
total absence, of ull fite-extinguisbing appliances. That these
standards have been set up by competent und experienced
underwrite:s and experts, and established by the custom and
usage of thisand other fire-underwsiting communities. It fol.
lows then, that the application of the standard to any place is
neither the result of guesswork nor of caprice, but a rational
procedure. Tell them that these ratings, and the methods of
making them, are open to all interested, on apjlication to the
Secretaries of the C. . U. A. There s no secrecy about them.
Indeed civic bodies are invited to acquaint themsclves as to
what they must supply, to attain to the highest or *“ A ** point,
which involves the lowest rates. When the Inspectors of the
Association (prectical men) report that the standard of a town
has fallen below its present rating, it naturally follows that
degrading to a lower letter is in order.  In the case of H milton
many wecks of patient weiting were allowed to pass befoe
any alteration of rates was decided on, and only then when the
authorities refused to improve their fazlty equipment, though
urged thereto even by their own officer, the Fite Chief. As to
the icsue of this outcry, it is not to my mind doubtful. The
solid busiuess men of the town may grus-ble, but ultimately
will either influence the city to comply with the requirements
of the Uuderwriters, or accept the situation and pay the higher
rates. Speaking metaphorically, it is but in vain that Hamll-
toniaus swite upon their agitated breasts, and call upon their
false gode, and the Mutual compwmies and the Bogeyman of
Municipal Insurance 10 come to their assistance. There will
be no response, save perl' ps, that, Witch of Eudor like, they
may behold the shades of the long perished Hamilton Iusurance
companies, the Canada Fire & Marine, the Dominion F. & M.,
the Stancard Fire, et al., rise up before them, reproachful of
mien, :ad,and soslow!

The Toronto Public School Hoard have lately been sending
round circulars to the insurance companies, inviting tenders and
rates for the insutauce of $428,1500n the 49 School Buildings
it this city. The result has not been guite satisfactory to the
School Hoard, tecause whilst all companies did not tender,
those who did all named the same rate excepting one, which
was 10t availabl: because it could only writ: a small line on
each school, Calling for tenders for fite insurance is not usual,
or auyway is not of much use when companies are all members |
of the Association. It is now likely that aiter t:e patternof
the general policy of the insurance granted the City of Toronto,

his insurauce will be scheduled, and divided into shares, one
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or more to each Company. The rate for three years will Le
sevetity cents per cent.

It is reported that the “ Alliance™ of London has captured
the Grand Truvk Railway Insurance of $4.750000. A uice
plum cestainly. This line was Iately held by the ¢ Home ™ of
New York at .57 per cent. per annumt.  The ** Alliance ™' it is
said has accepted a slightly lower rate. It isn large line of
insurance, and it has paid the * Home ' to carry it so far. May
the “ Alliance ** have a like good fortune.  As the President of
the G T. R., Sir Charles Rivers Wilson, is a Director of the
‘“Alliance,” this may account for that Company beiug the
favored one.

Nice new fire alarm boxes have been placed throughout the
central district of ‘loronto. They are novel but very service.
able, as ‘ranyone cau spring av alarin without waiting for the
key."  Already our Fire Brigade has had a run or two ‘fof
fun,” through the curiosity of sotme uuknowiu.

The * Keystone,” will soati be joined to the Totonto Board of
Fire Underwrniters. The Union, 7. ¢, the Commercial Union of
these two will be consunnmated early in May. The Western
S British America will < give her away ;" the former Company
acting as Guardian for life. May the Sun of prosperity ever
shine on the happy Alliance,~this National eveat! Mr. M.
Gibbs, the Torouto agent, is to he congratulated hecause that
Pheeaix like he has risen from the ashes of Citiz :ns & Glasgow
of London and still lives; indeed, it looked one time this spring
as if he had me( 3 Waterloo. The boys should give Malcolul a
Royal reception on his reappearance in the Boaard room.

Yours,

ARIKL.
TorONTO, 2;th April, 1897,

Botes and Fteus.
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The Manufacturers' Life Insurance Company of

Canada is applying for admission to the State of New
York.

Mr. G. H Burnett. of the North British & Mer-
cantile, was elected Chairman of the London Salvage
Corps, in place of Mr. Mannering retired from ill-
health,

Liverpool is said to have the most powerful firc en-
gine known. It throws 1,800 gallons a minute, and
a jet 140 feet high.  The force is said to be strong
cnough to kill a man at 50 feet range.

The Insurance Policy Holder's Pocket Index
for 1897. published by The Spectator Co., New York,
is now on sale at  ui Cusosierk office. This is the
2gth year of publication, <o its merits are well known.

The town of Hastings will have its insurance
rates raised to-day, owing to its defective fire protee-
tion.  Other towns are likely to enjov the same ex-
perience, for we presume they do enjoy it, for if they
do not, if high rates are obnoxious, why do they not
adopt such prudent measures as secure low rates ?

Every fire insurance company doing business in
Kansas is expecting to have its license suspended
by the Superintendent of Insurance, who has threat-
ered to take this action hecause of their having an

.« fficer employed to classify risks and fix uniform rates,

which he claitms constitutes an illegal trust.  This
objection is somewhat unreasonable and picavune.
Ii the companies think proper to act in concert they
will do so in spite of arbitrary and irrational laws.
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