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Triî li' ast iiass of businîess coiiîî-îîg
N*tltcti saîîdi 1'rourl air ta ire iiîsurance coiîpaînes. tixrolugh

I.tbss tharîîucIî
Ageit%. agents tîmales it a inatter of Iiigli

imuportanîce ta tlîeîîî, Ils il (focs ta poiicyioicers, ta
liave te povers anîd respoîîsibiiities of agents strictiy
(lefiined. Those agents are constalitiy acting o,.-eisibiy-
on behialf of thieir respective coînipanies, soîîîetiînies
wiîixout direct atithority, a-.id occasioznaiiy gOilîg so
far as ta exceed the legal respousibiiities of an agenît.
A casu appealed ta the Supretue Judicial CiJurt of
Massachusetts regarding sucli a questioni was decided
,)i 2?iid uit., by whlîi the reception by au agenît of
nîotice of a fire accoînpanied b>' proofs of ioss wvas
declarcd to be service on Ille i nsuîring conxpany of suchi
notice and prooifs, althouglh delay liad occtirred, and
the commission ta the agemît (laes liai specify luis
beingautliorized ta receive sucli notices and proofs fur
and on behiaif of biis compauty. The fire in question
occurred on 26111 Novemîber, iS, and tihe first siateniemt
w'as rcndered ati eend ofJatîuzirv, 1890. The conpanly
pleaded tliat tliis w~as a breachi of the couitract iii the
policy thiat niotice aud proofs of lass iinust bceI forthi-
withlx reudered' It was rcpiied thiat the palicyhlier
liad been siclz for iliree w~eekzs after the rire, thiat on
rccovcry lie was unabie ta gel bis books for a wveek
thiat it tcok two wveeks ta gel a conîplete staîînient of
blis stock accounit, and a furtlxer deiay occurred ta eiabie
the Coiiunîittee of Uîidcrwriters ta pritît te siate-
inenits, as wvas usual, couisequetiy the long delay w~as
umiavoidable, anid shiîaîîd ii be lield aui infringenueîh
of th1e clausci requiring sucli stateieîu ta be 'a reîîdcred
forthwithà." Ou this poila thre Supreuxe Court ruied

that imiedtr suchi ietiniîstancs~ II due aîîd reasoîîablc
dliligenice," liait beeti. as liait been founid by the jury,
lii a iowver Court. A ruquest was tiîe: mtade for the
Court to ruie that, -a delivery, of proof of ioss 10 the
local agents %vas nlot a1 delivery to the Comnpanîy of the
%vrittein stateinens required by the poiicy, tiîîless the
plaintiff sliowed the local agents were authorized by
the coînpanv. t0 receive the p)roof." Th'le comiiSon
to the agents did not maile any authority bcing given
to receive ,t.iteiiceits in regard 10 losses, lior coulci
tliey' know, nor couic! ýtIi% policylioider kîîoiv, thiat
their powers in tIiin respect wure hilited, ilie prestitup-
lion beisng tiat it u uciî restriction existed. llac oui>'
refèece iii the policy ta tuie natcrofagency was iii the
words :' '11114i policy !shahl -.ot be vaiid iiiitil cauinter-
siglned by thie duly auîlxorizecl agent of the Comupany at
l'ynîîi,' whichi the Court !said oiy ituplicd thiat the
agenit ai I.ynui %vas a gelîvra iagenit. Tiîerc wvas uiothl-
iing ii the poiicy to show ta whoîn notice and proofs of
loss iiuist be dtehIvered. 'Irestimony -was giv'en temidiug
10 slowv it bo be '- the iiniversal. custoni of iinsuranlce
caînpanies for local agents to prepare proofs of ioss and
seild tiieni 10 the coilpany, wvlien it %vis ualt doue b>'
ihe adjusters," whicli %vas the case litre. Apparent
authority, said the judge, o11 the part of the local
agents ta receive proofs of Io.,s, %%ould be iniplied froni
sucbi a custoîn. The Court decided iii effect tiat,
4-whlere local at. euîts hav'e apparent authority by cus

toux, or iinstriictiuîîs ta receive proofs of loss, a delivery
ta theux of snicl proofs. is a dudivery ta the caînpany."
Judgnîient therefore wvas against the defendants, the
Milwaikee Nleclinies Iîîsurauce Comupany.

IN oîir issue of the i 5thi October lasi,
-'tibly hal lit wc stated the difficulties whichi exist

,'klswr. iin regard ho the suppreýsioiî of the
curresicy of Anierican silv'er iii Canada, wvbich are, ils
acceptabiiity ini ail the stores and hotels of the Dom-.
iniion. Silice diieu ive have lîad etiquiries madle of
traders and biotel mnen ini a iiiiiiber of our miore iiaud,
tomis ami chies, whio ail echio wliat %vas said to ils by
a Brockville: inxrdîa:t :* a- wouid lie glad. ho receive
ten ii luesas iinucli Atînericaîî silver every day." \Vc
expressed our doubt of tbis silver beiiîg drivexi out of
circulation except by special Iegislation, wbicli would

6114anir12.


