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corsider the whole subject, as also the
best mode of uccomplishing the end
to be attained, and report at te nexth
Assembly.”

A variety of routine matters were dis-

of, and the Assembly adjourned.

In the evening the Rev. . Laid-
law, of Detroit, delegate from the Pres-
byterian Church in the United States,
was formally received, The Home
Mission Board was appointed, The re-

orts of the Indians’ Orphanage and
guvenile Mission Fund, of the Hum-
berries’ Mission, and of the Committee
of Revise Records were read and re-
ceived.

On Thursday, the 21st inst,, a num-
ber of miscellaneous matters occupied
attention. Amoug those was a report
on the “ Presbyterian Record,” which
showed the circulation to be 34,469,
and the balance of assets over liabilities
to be $16.26, A motion for the forma-
tion of a new Presbytery for Lanark
was referred to the Synod of Montreal,
A resolution was adopted expressive of
sympathy with the sufferers in the fire
at St. John, N. B. After this the As-
sembly was engaged up to the hour of
adjournment in the consideration of a
memorial prayer for a larger infusion of
the lay element ir the Committees of
the Assembly.

The debate resulted in the adoption of
a motion to the effect that the names in
the Assembly should be taken in a cer-
tain order, so that all members should
have their proper share of reprzsentation
on the committees.

A motion was adopted in favor of ex-
tending the miasionary operations of the
Church among the Indians in the North-
west..

It was resolved to memorialize the
Governor General, to suggest a day
which should be observed as a geneaal
Thanks-giving day throughout tke Dom-
ion. An overture was also considered
in Tavor of a uniform hymn-book for the
ochgregations and schools.
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STATE OF RELIGION.

A lengthy report was then presented
on the state of religion in the churches,
which spoke hopefully of the churches,
and made a variety of suggestions as to
cuture work. The total number ¢ ded
to the Communion roll during the year, .
as far as reported, is 11,195 ; removals,
5,427, leaving a net increase of 5,768.
The total number now on the roll is 98,-
788. Though this is a large number,
the committee refer to the fact that somre
100,000 adult persons are nominally
within the bounds of the church without:
baving made a confession of their faith,
and recommend ministers to exercise a
friendiy care over the yonng men just
growing into manhood. The report
speaks in checring terms of the Sabbath-
school work of the year, remarking that
all children that were capable of availing
themselves of Sabbath-school instruction
do sp during the whole or part of the
year. The number of teachers reported
during 1886 was 7,000, the number of
pupils 79,204, of whom 17,099 were in
the Bible classes. A long conversation
followed, when, upon the motion of the
Rev. G. M. Grant, seconded by Profess-
or McVicar, the report was adopted.

On Saturday last the business trans-
acted was of a very miscellaneous char-
acter. A resolution of sympathy was
adopted with the Rev. Dr. Waters and
the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, and their congre-

gations, whose churches had been burned

down at St. John, and knowing that in
the circumstances their own congrega-
tions will be unable to rebuild them,
commending the case to the Church in
general as one peculiarly ealling far
sympathy and ready aid.

e committee on the Reception of
Ministers from other Churches reported,
recommending the reception of Messrs.
Béamer, James Campbell, J. L, Robert-
son, R.'Duclos, aud B. Oduriers. Much
discussion followed on the several cases,
which resylted in leaving them in the
care of the respective Presbyteries,



