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something that waits to be embodied in abstract codes before it
can be said to exist, but as what we ourselves are progressively
and co-operatively evolving. And our power of influence is not
confined to the securing of municipal justice. We play a large
part in public affairs, and we influence our fellow-men in ques-
tions which go far beyond the province of the law, and which
extend in the relations of society to that “Sittlichkeit” ‘of which
I have spoken. In this region we exert much control. If, then,
there is to grow up among the nations of our group, and between
that group and the rest of civilization, a yet further development
of “Sittlichkeit,”’ has not our profession special opportunities of
influencing opinion which are coupled with a deep responsibility?
To me, when I look to the history of our calling in the three
countries, it seems that the answer to this question requires no
argument and admits of no controversy. It is our very habit of
regarding the law and the wider rules of conduct which lie beyond
the law as something to be moulded afresh as society develops,
and to be moulded best if we co-operate steadily, that gives us
an influence perhaps greater than is strictly ours; an influence
which may in affairs of the state be potently exercised for good
or for evil.

This, then, is why, as a lawyer speaking to lawyers, I have a
strong sense of responsibility in being present here to-day, and
why I believe that many of you share my feeling. A movement
is in progress which we, by the character of our calling as judges
and as advocates, have special opportunities to further. The
sphere of our action has its limits, but at least it is given to us
as a body to be the counsellors of our fellow-citizens in public
and in private life alike. I have before my mind the words
which I have already quoted of the present President of the
United States, when he spoke of “lawyers who can think in the
terms of society itself.” And I believe that if, in the language
of yet another President, in the famous words of Lincoln, we as
a body in our minds and hearts “highly resolve” to work for
the general recognition by society of the binding . character of
international duties and rights as they arise within the Anglo-
Saxon group, we shall not resolve in vain. A mere common



