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conducive to healthi and cheerfulness. Botany is flot a sedentary study,
whichi can be followcd in the house, but one the love of whichi comipels

its devotees to seek their amusement out of doors, thus to breathe the

pure air whiere the objects of their searchi arc to be found ; in the fields,
along the winding brooks, on the rnountain side, or in the cool depths
of the forest. In every pursuit a certain arnount of recreation and
exercise is necessary for the maintenance of hiealth, and %valking is the
mneans connonly emiployeci to procure this. A ivalk takeil rnerely as a1
duty is wearisoine, but when indulged in witli a dermnite and pleasant
end in view it becomies delightful. As soon as one in his ramibles
begins to searchi for and collect any special class of objects lie becomies
interested, and niarvels how lie could formierly liave becn blind to s0
mnuch that is curious and beautiful. Tlo those w~ho know anything of
out-door life what a source of enjoynment it is to wander througli the

fields and woods. Eachi step brings some object of interest, or sonie
new discovcry ; a flower not hitherto noticed, or sonme famliliar one
showing variation fromi the commnon forni ; a rare bird flitting from

branchi to branch ,or sonie brilliantly colored insect pursuing its erratic
flighit.

l)uring the past thirty ycars the niethods of teaching botany have

undergone a radical change. As formerly pursuied the study cons-isted
niainly in learning fromn sorte book, the names of the different kinds of
roots, stegms, leaves and flowers. If plants were obtainable the scholar

wvas perhaps made to run superficially over a fewv of them, and by aid
of an artificial k-ey determine their narnes. The ternis used were liard

and unfamiliar and there wvere no specimens to illustrate the lessons.
WVas it any wonder then that pupils acquired a disgust for the science ?
Latle or no field-work wvas attemipted, and no thought wvas taken to
promnote habits of close observation, or to secure a knowledge of the
inysteries of plant-liCe. By thé new systemi of teaching, the special
design of whiclh is the training of pupils to fit them for original %work,
objects are studied before books, and the student is at once sét- to
investigating and experimenting for himself.

Trogive you an idea of this miodem metlhod of teaching botany, I
have made a short resumeè of a paper on the subject by Prô'fessor* -Bâl.


