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Natrnanin's dt inition of a crystal is a v'.ry concise and satisfactory
cmei. Lt ks tluis :-'' Any rigid inorganic body possessing an cssential and
original (Iriiite) more or le3S regular j>ulyhiedric. ( afsdd ormi
which As direcil/y cwz,,ec/ed wl/ ils p/z>siw/ trlies.

Tlhis latter clause of t1il dermnition ks very imp wrtant as explaining
wiy cleavage fragnients, îseudoînorplis &c. are flot to be- ternied
crystal s.

'lO the qlu-stio:i wly clcite, for inbtanice, bliould assume one forni

of crystal, and garnet another, science cati rctul n nounwir but must
content itself wvithi determining and dcescriling tas Iîro~ad iuti-
fariouis formis.

'l'lie %word ý'crystal" is derived front the Greek %ord 'kzreiXoa"

nmeaning 'I ice ". r[iie ancients first gave this naie to thec varicty of

quartz which wecall " Rock crystal, " hecauise, fromi its, transparencv
its usual freedoni froîn color, and the %va), in %vhich h it vas fotund to en-
close other 1) )dies, they un imgined it hiad heeni formced l)y the action of
intense cold on water, whichi thuis hecîmnu ex-raordinarilv hardened.

'l'le naine %v'as Liter transferred tu pure transpare:nt stunes, sucil as
were afier used for sea.ls and engraved geins.

Sonie of the old wvrititigi mn this subject are ver>' amusing. Albertus
Magnus, in the middle Of thc i 3th century, gravely, relates hio% the
intense culd on the sumumiiits of soîne lofty motintains dr/eés the ice s0
thoroughly that it becomies crystal. Even as late as 1672 the learned
Robert Buyle goes into a long dissertation to l)iove that crystal cotîld
not be ice, adducin as twu of the strongest proufs of this, first, the fact
thiat ice floats on wvater and crystal dues not, and, secondl>', that Mada-
gascar, India, and other cotintries ini the torrid zone, abound in crystal,
and lie could miot lel--iv- thit any ice, lhoever liard, could %witlistanci
the lieat of those counitries. Liter the terni 4' crystal " was ai)llied to
aîiy minerai naturally liînited by plane faces.

It wvas not tintil 1669 that any important discovery
regardiîîg the I)roperties of crystals wvas imade, and then it
wvas tînt Nicolatis Steiîo, a l)anish physician, discovered for the
first tîmie the constancy of angles iii Rock-crystal. But it is generally
adt-itted tliat Stenio hiîâiself did flot fuhly grasp the importance of his dis-


