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B CoD'S LOVE TO MAN TIE
§ CAUSE OF MAN'S LOVE
TO GOD.

Ydonyiv. 19 : « We love Him, because
e first loved us”.

The power of love to awaken that
: {fing in refurn in cases where there
 bas been previous existing hostility, is
} %!l known, and is frequently illustrated.
Where, for example, there has been
dienation between friends, or hostility
§ between neighbours, if; on the one hand,
b asatiment of love grows up, and, not-
vitbstanding the hostility still cherished
BB ovihe other, prompts fo some deed of
Bl diinterested 2nd active benevolence, the
8 ity on the other will most probably
B b orercome, and the love of the indivi-
f &l won. We have all heard of the
S monarch pardoning a rebel subject, and
i of that snbject subdued under the effects
o royal clewency, the unmerited Jove of
sovereign, and henceforward won to
cause, and bound by a stronger tie
ever o his throne. But, perhaps
e examploe most familiar to all of the
ration of the prinetple in question, is
R ¢ lovc of a parent to a child, and the
R ofoence which the strong expressions
{0 hat seniment often exert over even
most wayward and obdyrate beart.
81 % thousand instances is filial ingrati-
i and disobedience overcome in this
J’¢T Yay, and the child who before broke
(¢ Parent’s heart, and was fike to bring
e ¥va his grey hairs with sorrow to the
grie, bronght back to the affections of
Jmer years, to the proper sympathies
P! 22ture. It may be the child has long
Bestod the sago counsels of the parent,
D0 up In opposition to his authority,
riened himself the more agaiast his

threats, despised his warnings, returned
ingratitude and insult for his kindness,
been unmelted under his love, and for
years has still proved the same unwortly

object of the tenderest solicitude,an

the fondest regard. But the love which
a parent only can feel, and which a pa-
rent can never rengunce, siill faithful and
still lavishing its kindness upon its ob-
jeet, and expressing itself, perhaps, in
actions fo which no other principle and
no other affection could promot, at last
obtains the vigtory, and subdues the
heart which had been so long insensible.
Have we never owrselvos felt the power
of the principle in disarming hostility,
and awakening our love ? Have we ne-
ver been subdued under the offices and
exhioitions of kindness on the part of

those whom we had offended, or towards
whom we had been cherishing feelings
of enmity or batred? Xas their love
not won ours?—and do we mnot love
them becanse they first loved us ?

This is the principle to whose inflacnce

the apostle alludes in the words prefixed,
and to which he so shortly and very beau-
tifully gives expression, in referring to
the love of God, and the corresponding
love in man. “We love lim; because
he first loved us”.

That man is by nature the enemy of

God, is at once a docirine of Scripture,
and is corroborated by reason and ex-
perience.

partakers of his love, the subjects of his
kingdom—we forgot the God that made
us, we cas 0
against his authority. Of the zock that
begat us we became unmindful, and for-
got the God that formed us. Though
fie nourished usand brought us up as chil-
dren, yet we vebelled against bim; and

The children of his hand, the

is love, and rebelled



