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THE POWER OF' MODERN dg ECRANISIf" ITS
INE'LUENOE ON ART.

The world bas beau told more than once, aud wlth ne little
autborlty, that we are remarkable, if for auytbing in thie aga
aud in tii country, for our most wonderful power of"l mecchs-
nism I Ne ene, who will thik about If for a moment attenti-
voly and serlously, cau possibly doubt the poteucy cf the nma-
chine-, for a visiter ta any one cf our fous msnufactorits
giving but a glance ai whai le going on in IL, muet foui P-ssured
ihat mechanism le gradusliy and ceriainly taking the place cf
thre humas clament, which has hitherte been a part, aud at
essantial part, cf mundano work. XI would be very difficuit,
îndeed, ta find iu the nature cf thinge a more feuudat*onally
suggestive subjtct cf thought, as one more capable cf lufinen-
cli4g practictt and practic il life, thon this cf the over grewiug
power fmechanisin. The subjeet jtat new la more than usu-
sJ.ly interestlug frein the tact cf its takiug a somnewhat Ieadiug
part lu the dlb;cuesious of the varlouo scleutific bodies whicb
Meet for lecoufercunces" Ilt this season of the yu'ar We mîglit
Upecislly refer tu the aidress dellvered te, thre Miechanical En
gineers by their President, whercln the"c power cf machiuery I
la metie te be ail but omnipotent, cv-n a, thingae, but lu
the futur promises te be absoluto master, almost cf meu's
thoughts: aud when the ivhoiu humas race saal combine
its pcwers--powers which, when lsolsted, accomplish such
inarvels-ita goond, and its possible evil affecte; iay surpas
aven our dreams. A fow tboughte, then, on Ilmechanisin," as
IL progressles anti promises te ruIe ail thingo, even are Itse4
me. Iýavc a speclal lnterezt at the prenent momeutý and mnay
ro=s a thinker hers and thare.

in the firat place, te philosophis a little, IL, inuat b. remeaU-
bered that the tirne wus whon there wus, in our prenent senne
of the -%vrdi no "mechaniara," ne '*euglneryY Force, ot
.owor, to do heavy work, vias got out of human strength.
Hugo boies cf men, as reprcsented in the Egyptiani drawingu
aud sculptures, did the work of the "ol; and dug aud brought
up the materials front the esrtb, and moved them about siter-
waxds. Levers and reoes were ail that viera used te mivre the~
huge Colossi frora the quarry te thre temple, for which they
were sculpturcd; and kinge even do nlot suein te have diedain-
ed te lock on If nlot te Il 8uperlntend Il the moving cf
them . Ail tho great and famous temples and public buildings
of antiquity overywhere-for let us for the moment conftnae
or attention te the mechanical force utllised in buildings-
were put togather, vie are quite sure, witbout the aid cf the
eteam-eugine, tbat magie bit cf mechanical engineering, whlch,
but te naine, la to explain the progress cf miodern society. In
ail antiquity there virs moist surely nothing like if, or ln any
way approximatiug te iL. Yet, with ail this deficiency cf me-
chanisin, did the antique times, and the men who llved la
them, accomplish work whicb vie nowadays strive cur very
utineat, tu vain tee, te rival, or even to imitate. Why la thia ?
le methanism4 which Mr. Brsmwell se vaunted beore the mne-
chanical engineurs, a thlng te bu regretted, or is IL a thlng mis-
used, or la IL lndeed a somethlng whicb vie have yet te sec iet
the true nature cf; and te use, but net te ever-use.

Trcdgold, one of the foundera cf tho aga of mechanlera, for
this le net tee strong a torm te use hure, said that, I Engineer-
ing le the art cf dlrecting the greai sources cf power i nature
for the use and cenvenlence ef mnu." Accepting this broad
deiition, the president wout on te prove, by a variety cf
proofs, drawn froin every source aroind us, that we owe--te


