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DOVETAILING MACHINE.

THE POWER OF MODERN ¢ MECHANISM": IT3
INFLUENOE ON ART.

The world has been told more than once, and with no little
authority, that we are remarkable, if for anything in this age
and in this country, for our most wonderful power of ** mecha-
nism” No one, who will think about it for a moment attouti-
voly and seriously, can possibly doubt the potency of the ma-
chinos for a visitor to any one of our famous manufactories,
giving but a glance at what is going on in it, must feel assured
that mechanism is gradually and certainly taking the place of
the human element, which has hitherto been a part,and au
essential part, of mundane work. It would be very difficult,
indecd, to find in the nature of things a more foundationally
suggestive aubject of thooght, as one more capable of influen-
cing practice and practic:l life, than this of the over growing
power of mechanism. Tho subject just now is more than usu-
ally interesting from the fact of its taking a somewhat leading
part in the discussions of the various scientific bodivs which
meet for ¢ conferences ” at this season of the year We might
specially refer to the address dellvered to the Mechanical En
glneers by their President, wherein the ¢ power of machinery”
{s made to be s}l but omuipotent, 6v-n a- things are, but in
the fature promises to boabsoluto master, almoest of men's
thoughts: aad whoen the wholo huwman race shall combine
its powers—powers which, when isolated, accomplish such
marvels—its good, and its possible evil effeccts may surpass
aven our dreams. A fow thoughts, then, on * mechanism,” as
it progrosscs and promises to rule all things, even are itself,
xe, havo a special icterest at the presont moment, and may
rouss & thinker here and there.

In the first place, to philosophise a little, it must be remem.
bered that tne time was when there was, in our present sense
of the word, no ‘mechanism* no “enginery.” Force, or
.ower, to do heavy work, was got out of haman strength.
Huge bodies of men, as represented in the Egyptisn drawings
aud sculptures, did the work of the worli ; and dug and brought
up the materials from the earth, and moved them about after-
wards. Levers and ropes were all that were used to move the
huge Colosst from the quarry to the temple, for which they
were sculptured ; and kings even do not scem to have disdain-
ed to look on if not to « superintend ” the moving of
them. All the great and famous temples and public buildings
of antiquity everywhere—for let us for the moment confine
our attention to the mechanical force utilised in buildings=w
were put logether, we are quite sure, without the ald of the
steam-ongine, that magic bit of mechanical engineering, which,
but to name, isto explain tho progress of modern society. In
all aantiquity there was most surely nothing like it, or in any
way approximating to it. Yet, with all this deficiency of me-
chanism, did the auntique times, and the men who lived in
them, accomplish work whick we nowadays strive our very
utmost, in vain too, to rival, or even to imitate. Why is this?
Is mechanism, which Mr. Bramwell go vaunted befors the me-
chanicat engineurs, & thing to be regretted, or is it & thing mis-
used, oris it indeed a something which we have yet to ses into
the true naturo of; and to use, but not to over-use.

Tredgold, one of the founders of tho age of mechanism, for
this {8 not too strong a term to use here, said that, # Engineer-
ing is the art of directing the great sources of power in nature
for the use and convenience of man.” Accepting this broad
definition, the president weat oa to prove, by a variety of
proofs, drawn from every source aroind us, that we owe~to
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