
however, lie was persuaded to niakeithe effort, the signatnre had the freedon
and grâce which alwaya characterized it.

As everything relating te Earl Shaf tesbury is a inatter of deep interest te
ail frienda of the Bible Society, thLe following rxtracts fromn the lat two
Jettera hoe addresaed to the-Secretaries will be read 'with pleasure.

Or, April 23rd he wrote, "The budget of the Bible Society ia truly grand.
God be praised! But the sale of the Penny Testament is worth ail the other
intelligenco put together. The loas wili be nil ; the libcrality of coîîtribu-
tors ivili manake up the deflciency. It is the beat movernent of the present
half-century?"

On May lat he again wrote, " I arn living i» hope, and 1 thiuk a goud
hope, that 1 shail by God's blessing be ablo to attend, for a short time at
least, your Annivcrsary Mceetin- on Alay Gth. If se, it wivil be the first and
only act of Chairman's duties that I have bec» in a condition to perform

Isince July ln.st. I arn deeply aîîxious about it. for if 1 can'V' give pcrsonal
service tu niy varions Societies, 1 can give nothing else.

" The Committee -%vill, J. arn sure, forgive nie if, after a short pcriod of
occupation of the chair, I yield te, my physical incapacity, and resign it te
anoilier.

" My diporder la very capricious ; sometimes it gives nie an interval of a
fcw heurs, sometîmes noV of one. I shrink frorn the vcry thought, of îiotIpresiding at the Anniver8ary of our blesscd Soclety. God forbid iV!"

MiTe ]aat services his Lordship fulfild for the ýiociety were, forwardineg the
fConunittce's invitation te the i3ishop of Southwell to become a Vico-Presi-
ident of the Society, and signing the inscription in the Bible presentcd te
iPrincess ]3catrice, as before nientioned. On July 25th lie simply forwarded
in envelopes, addrcscd in his own handwritiug, the replies of the ]3ishoo),
aud of Sir Henry Ponsonby on behaif of the 2irincess.

The aflixing of his signature te the inscrip-tion in the Bible presented te
thieyoungest chuld of our bcboved Queen on ber marriage, 'was not an inap-
propriate close tt. th- long and pre-esninently useful services his Lordship
rendercd the Society. We are sure the volumes ivili be ail the more biglîly
prized, and we trust devoutly read, because i, was conimended te lier Royal
Hig"hness'a acceptance by one of thc nobleat of EiiglandI's peers.

THJE B3IBLE, A MODEL HISTORY.

lias iV ever occurred te, yeu te ask li it la thiat su inany of us have a
much clearer knowledze of te history of the Jews, tlîan of our own annals 1
la it not because the Bible is in one respect the niodel of ail history?

Look at it without reference to its hilier dlaim, simply as a piece of niar-
rat jvc. Consider how it la that it cuiîvcys te its readers su clear and full a
knowlcdgo of Jewish history durixig inany centuries. Tliere is, for exaniple,
a pcx iod of about one thousand ycars, f roin Abraham, te Rehoboani, and hi
is the hiistory of the tinue told ? We have first the story of the Patriarcli's
personal career. We are led to iunderstaud lus chiaracter and his motives ;

Iwe sec hirn as the centre of a sceiie in vihich pastoral hife is attractivciy
I 1 ortrayed, aud vhiich affords us --liipses of thc patriarchal governinent, of
Ilife and îp'a'iners, and of the social and dornestic; conditions of the tunie.

In like manner we sec Isaac and Jacob ivith theïr families and their cei-
Tirozumenta,3; and then the narrative, disdainiiug to go into dcýails about
lessf r niatters, expands iiuto a copiutis biography of Juseoph, uvhoso personal

Ihistc-ry and fortunes unake us incidentully acq xaîntcd wîth -tic state of E gypt,
1 ifs g' 'verznmcnt, its pnhitical econoiny, and inany facts of gruat intereat,
I wli;ciî lnd tlîey bec» tabulatcd iu a book of ondhines, ivo shîould noV have

carcd to learn.

BIIBLE SOCIETY RECOlIDElI.


