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The World's Greatest Poems,
IV.--IOMIER'S "'ILIAI)'.

R. Augiustine Birrcll, aniong biis delightful "Obiter
Dit, (i) has wvhat one niust) 1 suppose, cali, for wvant

IINtof a better name. an e.ssay on Pope, whom lie ranks
anogthde first of the successful authors", ilihose

"wlo have turned their lyrical cry into consols, and thecir
S'odes into aCre.s".(2) As might be expected, he devotes a

due share of attention to the peet's translation of Homer;
*"Since, thanks to Horrer, I do live and thrive'>: whereanent,

lie relates a pleasant anecdote, to the effcct that "Horner's Ili.mi is
"tie lest, and Pope's Homer's Jliad is the second bcst. Whilose is
"'the third best", Mr. Birrell adds, 'dis controversy."

Pope, certainly, did "]ive and thrive" by Homer's aid, as lie,
iimself, admits, as above, in bis one of bis Epistles-I think. -Lhle

Ilind took hiim fh'e years to translate--or write; but hie cleared over
$:25,ooo thereby; no inadequate "«rernuneration", surely. Note, if
you 'Ivill, that I said de write'', rather than ''traniislate''; for Pope,

asM.Augustine Birreil reminds us "«kncw% next to no Greek." "'But
then" hie continues, hie did flot wbrk upon the Greek text. "Nle
''ba-.d Chipin).i's translation ever at 1Ûis elbows, also the version of
"John Ogilvy, -which hiad appeared ini i66o". (3)

Concerning Ch.-pma.n's "lliads of Homer" 1 shall have some-
thing to say, presentiy. Concerning Pope's -mork, listen to Profes-
sor Conington, (4) as quoted by MINr. Birreli:

"«It bas been, and I hope stili is, the dcliglit of every intelli-
"gtent schiool-Iboy. Tlbev rendi of kingS and lieroes, and mi-ighty
"deeds, in languige wbichi in its cairn, majestic flow, unhiasting,
.ur.resting, carrics thiem on as irresistibly as Homer's own could do,

"4were thiey born readers of Greek, and their rninds are filed with
"ea conception of tbe bieroic age, not, indeed, strictly truc, but nl-
"4mst.-as nlea-r the truthi as that wbichi was cntertained by3 Virgil liim-
4. self." Possibly, Profc.ssor Coningtcn<s hope niny, hereafter, b':
fiulfil.led iii the rase of Ottawn University students. F7iat.

(i) Second scrie..
(2) P- i

(3) Ilid.
(.) P. 76.
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