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heroines, iq ii *its draniatic and ethical treatinent of cliaracter on a
levelw~itlithie greatest produictiois ofthielian-tuage. Althiough ,Griffiti
wvas not a miaster of the lrishi language, lie yet knew. enlough of it
lo enable him to read the Irish peasant throughl the surface, and
presented himi ivith a degree of fidelity andi an art whicli have
neyer been surpassed'. This knowledge, moreover, strengthened
that gift in hini wvhicli Carleton (Ilis only serious rival iii the field
of Irish fiction, if %ve except the Baninis), catis <' the dark ioviing
passion " and to wvhich doubtless is due the deep and noble pathos
of bis work.

Griffin's cornmand of the Englisli lang-uage %vas in flo wise
impaired by the pronounced Celtic strain of bis %vork, nor wvere
the other constituent elements of blis style. It %votild seemi to be,
indeed, the other way, as the critical reader of bis prose miay

observe, whilsz wiflb reterence t.> the miost Celtic example of blis
verse, ilhat exquisite ballad '' Gille Mtachire,"-so 'Irishî iii its

rby).thmn, its diction, and its thlougbIt ,- it has only to be remiem-
hered that two such judges as Davis and Duffy biaved rankced iL

aniong the finest resuits of ballad poetry, the former pronouincin-
it perfect of its class, and thie latter as "' striking on the heart like
Ille cr3' of a wvomain."

The saine cause holds good iii regard to othier Irisbi writers,
w~ho have at ail risen above the surface of the commnonpluce, and left
us anythim- that wvill survive their own generation. Banim 's
ballad. Soggarth .Aroon," whlose place in the national lbeart is
!lot more assured than its rank amnong the greatest ballads, bas
;uî idioni wbichi is an linsh as if it were written iii that.lnuie

Need it be s;d thlat in oratorv, as in fiction and poetry, the
sine cause bas produced a like resuit? Exaniples, minierous and
striking. could be adduced, but this paper is already tçio long.
Anion-g our greatest orators were, it niust be admitted, mn
wvhose style and niaLter wvere, like Gratanti's aind Sbeil's, cast in
classic moulds ; but occupying no lower plane of imiaginative or
effective eloquence 'vere orators ? .like Currin and O'Connell, who
liad, nioireover, ini fuil nîcansurelie namtionaml gi of hunmour and
is attrihutte, Ille «' dark, nîoving passion of tbe CeIt." We are
proud of théni al], 'bilst wve aire ai mîo trouble to kmow wvbicl


