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Itubreip be tLere

lIE more 1l read that monumnental work of Aubrey de
Vere, "The Legends of St. iPatrick," the more f admire
the cheerfulness of the poet,--a eheerfuinessa that brooks

fino melancholy and that surinounts aU sorro*. lIere is a
true poet-not a traffleer in iere poctie expressions, but the dis-
penser of a bounty of truly poetie thoughts whieli lie neyer fails
to endow with Gaelie opt.iinisrn and whieh he expresses with
beauty and spirit.

There is such a, multitude of 'ways in which this poet and hig
works may lie considered that; it is rather hewildering to lie
granted a frce h;rnd ini choosingoestee IoeeIhv
ehosen for mine de Vcre's ever-present eheerfulneas. a theme
suffieient to prove the pocts %worth, though disclosing but a frac-
tion of his many ehîirns to recognitiorn and distinetion.-

Tiiere is a spirit in de Vcre'sýý "Legcuds"" whicli refuses to
stîlirit to, sorrow and sans.Not one of the pocrns ends in a
sad stra:in. Even. in t.hc dolefuil ta-le of MilCIo's disbelief, St.
Pa.triek's sorrow for the deafli of his former master is brilit-
e.nedl, towards the cudt of the pocm, by the conversion of MNileio's
twvo d1aughters, their happy dcat.h anîd the hene.ficeent effcet of
their Trelies. %o it is %villî ail the lpge.nds, eaeh is enduc.d wit.h
th1at gladnms whiclî cornes of 1lue knowvledIge of some good aceom-
plislied, some stuhborn soul is eoftcned by bapisni, soine clan is
-%'on teChrist. Itf;is imipossile (to rca-d de Vereý.'s tirring. acotunt
of the nreluscnrio f our fore-fathiers ta the Truc. Faith,
without suffering a sligit (Iiehening of the pulse and a slighit
.'cîse of joy and pride in one's -,nerst.rv%

Botli by narrative anîd debscript4%ion des the pne.t 11-Ina iin te
liappy tone of his wvorki. Narrative is; cf eourse. his principal
lnr.ans as the taile of the Lzhandes eonversion î1;- nccr.esnarily. a joy-
fil one. A&nd de Vere Inas used this nieans iîth îindoubted skill.
Each clond of saduess is dIispelld lîy the rlto f sanie lîappy
incident flashing fortl its ray of hope or of joy, caehi tale of the
barbarie struggles 'twixt -rival clans before. the eoîing of patrick
is followed by a statement of thecir happy and peacteful union iin
t~he Churah. .An excellent examplc of this plan of narrat ive is
round in the Iegend entitled '<St. ?atrie and King LzuairecY'
liere de Vcre pictures witî admirable the implacable ha trcd en-
tertained by La.eghaire for the rival clan of Liagenians. Thiis

258


