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FARM AND FIELD.

WALKS AND TALKS AMONG THE
FARMERS.—NO. X111,

I axobliged toown as the reault of my observa-
tions that farmers generally are a ““stiff sot* olass
of people, inetinctively averso toinnovations. It is
not oasy to convince them that a particular course
of action will be an improvement, and even when
convinced of this, they are apt to doubt if it will
spay.” So, I was well pleased the other day on
calling at a certain farm to find that a suggestion
of mine had been adopted with the most satis-
factory results. It was in regard to a cistern.
A large barn with extensive roof capacity had
been built. 1t was a bank-barn, and 1 pointed
out what an advantage n capacious cistern would
be, and how easily it conld be so constructed as
to supply the entire basement with water. The
plan was adopted, and after a winter's trial of it,
my friend was enthusiastic over its merits. A
drinking tub had been placed in the cattle stable,
and another outside in ihe shed, the latter being
protected from frost. At these daily, and several
times a day, the cattle had all winter quenched
their thirst. They bad never thriven so well, or
been taken care of with so little trouble, as durivg
tho past long, severe winter.

I po maintain, Professor Brown to the con-
trary notwithstanding, that an ample water sup-
ply, and plenty of good dry fodder, is far ahead
of turnip feeding. The chief advantage of a
turnip diet is that cattle get an abundance of
moisture, little and often, which is the true way
of satisfying their thirst. Evenin summer, when
there is a runnning stream flowing through the
field, they drink small draughts of water many
times during the day, and if this is their wont
when on green feed, how much more do they need
free access to water in winter when on dry
forage ? There is no getting round the fact that
turnips are ninety per cent. water, and 1t is
cheaper to supply the water from a cistern, spring,
or creek, than it is to raise & bulb which is really
only a cup full of water, the cup furnisLing tew
per cent. of fcod TLet us grow clover fur tLat
ten per cent.,, and make cisterns cr utilize springs
to furnish the nivety per cent. of water. The
clover will keep np the fertility of the land, and
it is far easier to handle a ton of clover than it is
to manipulate several tons of waler and furnip
fibre.

Taerr is 8 questicn of Lumarity invelved, as
well as one of labour saving arl jrcfit.  Cattle
that are only watered once in twenty four hours
must suffer much from the pangs of thirst.
Wheh driven, as is often the case, once a day to
a pond, creek, or stream, they suffer from cx
posure to cold, and are compelled to drick water
at an icy temperatare.  How often T bave pitied
the poor creatures that T bave seen during the
past winter, trying to drink at a hcle in the icq,
shivering and shaking in every limb in tbe many-
degrees-below zero weather, of which we bad so
much. This matter of water supply wust receive
more and better attention from farmers. In
many cases it would require but little trouble
and expense to utilize & spring, and make it feed
& reservoir in the stable or shed, at which cattle
ocould drink with not wuch loss of tii: on the
part of an sttendant and with no expestre or
guffering to tbemselves  Where nn spring is
aviilable, recnurse can be had to a cictern, the
-=-t of which nesd not he very great.  If we are

od stock 1o the best advantage, dritk ae well
8dder muat be provided. The care of stck
inter is labori~ne enough when every facility
16 obtained ; why should we edd i01t by the

want of such facilitics ? Itis in the intcrest of
both man and beast that this mattor should not
be neglected.

Avorner lesson on drainago has oomo to us
with the tardy spring, if spring it can be called,
which we have had this year. Winter and sum-
mer have been strangely mixed. Talk of winter
lingering in the lap of spring! Thoere has hardly
been a spring at all. Our first spell of warm
weather brought our mercury up to seventy de-
grees in the ghade, and the second brought it up
to cighty, with intervals of keen, sbarp frost.
With a blazing summer sun over head, there was
cold mud noder foot. Tn what sloughs {eams
havo nrd to work on many farms, and what a
nasty job seeding has been! The &oil bas been
harrowed up into cannon balls and bullets, and the
grain las had to find a seed-bed among them as
best it could, On low-lying lands there are ex-
tensive marshes and water stretches at the date
of this writing, May 16. With proper drainage
al} this would have been obviated. We bave had
scarcely any rain, and the water-logging of the
soil has resulted from the melting of snow, and
the thawing of ice. How quickly all the super-
flaous moisture would have run off, with the
help of ditches and drains. There are vast areas
of land that can only be put into late crops,
where there might lhave have been reasonably
carly sceding with adequate drainage. It is not
merely heavy land that needs this betterment.
Soils reputed light, and even hill-sides, are apt
to be springy, and when thawed ice and snow are
added to the natural supply of water, the land is
over-charged with moidture, only to be got rid
of by artificial means, The undrained farm is at
the mercy of the season, while the dramed farm is
independent of circums{ances, and ready to work
when the time comes.

No sooner are the sheep turned out to grass
than tho newspapers begin to talk of dog ravages.
I kave read a great many paragraphs detmhng
havoo and loss in valuable flocks, thus early in
the grasing season, and we have all summer be-
fure us with the same peril staring us in the face.
W hat is the uee of gording farmers into keeping
more sheep when there s this formidable obstacle
wmn the way : Unly the other day 1 read an
article in vne of vur agricultural papers retlecting
severely on farmers for keeping so few sheep. 1t
stated that «f the wholo couutry were put on a
muttun dict, the sheep wouid be ali eaten upiu a
muLth. Very likely , but sheep will only mult-
ply vu cunditivn of the dogs berg dimimished 1n
number. I wage uno war agamst useful, well-
trained dogs. A good dog is man's fuithful
friend ; but nine-tenths of the curs that prowl
around the country are nuisances and pests.
They are a Leavy tax on the resources of the
country. I saw a calculation some time ago
showing that the dogs of the TUuited States cost
more than the clergy of tho great republic, and 1t
would be a surry thing if the clergy were no mors
benuficial than the canines ! Why do not farmers
rise up en masse and deinand & more stnngent
dog law ? With ample power in their bands
to correct this evil, it 18 worse than folly tamely
to submit to such a formidable hindrance to
sheep husbaudry. The foot of the sheep brings
fertility , Lut woe coonot have the foot of the
sheep because of the murdervus mouth of the
dog. By huck or by crook, the dogs should be
dccimated until only an elect fuw rematn, and
those suck as demunstrate by their useluluess to
mon their rigkt to live. The poedle fully awong
city ledics is far exceeded by the cur fully of the
vther sex Poodles are useless, but barmless.
Tho prowling country dog s both aseless and
migchievous, In too many oases he 18 & wolf in

a dog’s bidy, and the sooner he is trected hke n
wolf the better it will be for agriculturo, ong of
whoso most importaut branches is crippled by
these wild beasts of proy. * BEWARE o¥ pous.”
W. F. C.

PERMANENT PASTURES.

A correspondent in the last Runan Canabian
made some,very appropriate suggestivns in refor-
ence to this allimportant subject—suggestions
which it would be well for some of our Canadian
farmers to test the value of, viz. : the substitu.
tion upon their hay and pasture lands of a larger
variety of grasses for the old time mixture of
timothy and clover  Tkat thislatter combination

has been a valuable onc has been sufliciently de- -

monstrated by the fact that it has been almost
the only one availed of both here and in Enrope
for tho last hundred ycars at least, and may be
always ordinarily depended upon for valuable, if
not ‘“ permanent ” results. But that any combin-
ation can be relied upon to secure the desirable
condition of & * permanent pasture,” is just where
the mistake is made. There is no such thing
possible s permanent pasture save such as Nature
herself provides, to Dbe depastured only under
sach conditions as are also provided by her. Our
extensive prairie lands are Nature’s permanent
pastures for sustentation of the immense herds
of cattle which, numerous as they are, only crop
the herbage afforded by them once, or perhaps
twice, in & decade—the expanse occupied by these
natural grasses being so illimitable that the herb-
age over enormous areas or tracts of country
has seldom been depastured at all, but performs
all its functions of growth, dceay, deposition of
seed, and reproduction undisturbed by either man
or beast. But from the artificial production of
arasses there can result no such thing as a ¢ per-
imanent pasture,”all the conditions being opposed
to such & result. In the first place, the grasses
are not “to the manor born’—are not natives of
the sml—and do not always take kindly to 1t, ex-
cept uader such conditions as are sufficiently
stimulating and encouraging , secondly, they are
cut down befure their natural functions have been
cvmpleted, snd leave no seed bebind them for the
repruduction of therr kind, thirdiy, all attempts
wade by nature furgrecovery of the status quo ante
afe radely " nipped i the bud by the vared
Lerds and flocks which the exigencies of the far-
tuer compel him to place upon the aftermath.
Huw it is possible then, under these circutwstances,
tu look for permanency is sumething which it 1s
impussible fur us to cuncelve.  To our Lund 1t
taches little difficrence what the peculiar churncter,
variety, or combination of seeds may be—whether
the old fashioned timothy and clover, or the mea-
dow fescue, blue grass, sweet vernal, etc.,—all
alike must fail in the production of a permanent
pasture where the conditions .ssuntially calcu-
lated for a successful cultivation of it are so in-
geuiously and studiously elimitated from our
agrioultural practice. If then, we cannot afford
ot permit ourselves to have permanent pasturages
let us sec what is the best thing to do to make
them as permanent as possible:

Liet us set ount with the fixed conclusion that
wo cannot bave everything because we want it,
and without taking the slightest means or labour
to secure it.  If we expect our fields and meadows
to produce herbage for the sustentation of our
cattle through the winter, we caonot expect them
to fulfil that requirement and add to 1t the other
oue of supplying them also with herbage dunng
& portivn of the summer, and that permanently.
If tno seeds which wo plaut gre not pernutted
to reptodace themseives and to fHnd conditions
under which to develop thexr future growth ojon
the land whence they spring, all ;that we have
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