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One almost trembles to think what
might have happened if the Italian war-
ship, Etna, had steamed out of Montreal
harbour last week because no salute was
fired. Many countries have been fright-
ened by the arrival of a fleet, but Can-
ada nearly suffered by the departure of
one vessel. We had a narrow escape.

There are few ministers in the Pres-

byterian Church less likely to speak
unadvisedly with their lips, as our old
friend, Dr. R. ¥. Burns would say, than

Profegsor Scrimger, of Montreal. All
the more pity, we think, that the learn-
ed professor said anything at the meet-
ing of the Presbytery of Montreal last
week about the newspapers that in-
dulged in low, coarse, shallow sneers at
what they eall heresy hunting. Journals
of thai class like to be noticed by men
of the character and standing of Profes-
sor Scrimger. The only person their
sneers injure is Professor Campbell. The
proper treatment for a Canadian journal
that apes the semi-profane style of the
American “reptile” press, is silent, dig-
nified contempt.

The Montreal Presbytery have agreed
upon the form of libel, have declared it
relevant by a majority of 15 to 2, and
by this time it has probably been served
upon Professor Campbell at Yoho, Mus-
koksa. The proceedings in the Presby-
tery have so far been characterized by
moderation, dignity and Christian cour-
tesy. So far as we know, Prof. Camp-
bell is on the most friendly terms' per-
gonally with his co-Presbyters, and the
duties that devolve upon them in this
matter must be all ihe more painful on
that account. One scarcely knows which
to pity most, the professor of twenty
years standing, who appears at the bar,
or his brethren who have to try him
on a most serious charge. Let us all hope
and pray that the painful business will
end at the next meeting of Presbytery.

- The thing chiefly to be feared in re-
gard to the unfortunate case now pend-
ing in the Presbytery of Montreal, is that
the minds of the people may be taken
off their Church work and unduly fixed
oun this particular case. No one who un-

derstands Canadian Presbyterianism, Las '

any doubt that the standards of the
Church will be malntained and her laws
fajthifully carried owt. No one, we hope,
has any doubt that Pref. Campbell will
recelve even-handed justice from any tri-
bunal before which he may appear. What-
‘ever difference of opinion there may he
in regard to the wisdom of beginnipg the

proceedings —and there is some differency

‘-—on that point in the Church —notv that
they have begun, every true Presbyter-
ian will say, let the case be continued

and issued in a manner that will bear
the scerutiny of the ecclesiastical world.
Let the people go on with their work,

avold clamour, and trust the courts of
their Church, and all will be well.

Thelmember who struck the first blow

in ‘the British House of Commons is a
graduate of Oxftord, and most of those
- who assisted him, are what is called “edu-
cated’’ in the sense of having taking a
university course. This last outbreak
of ruffianism in high places, was not re-
quire! to show that a university course
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does not necessarily make a young man
a gentleman. Too often we hear univer-
sities and colleges blamed for the con-
duct of their graduates. A graduate
acts like a Tool, or an ass, ora ruifian,
and thoughtless people pounce upon the
college he “went through,” and lay all
the blame upon the institution. The back-
woods idea that a college can do every-
thing for its students, should be given
up. Canada is old enough now to be done
with that delusion. The sooner it dies
the better for all our educational institu-
tions. Theological seminaries are often
blamed for not making good preachers out
of impossible material.

The question of running Sunday cars
in Toronto, has been pretty well thresh-
¢d out. Little more that is new can Dbe
said at public meetings. The duty of the
hour is to perfect the organization for
bringing out the whole vote against
the attempt to introduce the Chicago
Sabbath. Speeches are well enough in
their way, but it is the ballots that wiil
count on the evening of polling day.
Nothing should 3« taken {or grant-
ed in the ~ay of organizatiog.
Nothing should be left to chance. So far
as possible, every arrangement for tak-
ing voters to the polls, should be made
perfect. Votes are sure when they are
polled and not a moment sooner. The
friends of the Sabbath should take a
lesson from election managers in cam-
paigns ol anoiher kind. These astute and
cxperienced gentlemen assume that or-
ganization is more than half the battle.
No cause is s0o gool that its iriends can

aiford to dispense with proper means
for carrying it at ihe polls. Nome is s0
bad that good organization caunnot

mightily help it.

Has there not been enough said about
the position taken by Canada at the
World’s Fair ? Everybody in the world
who knows anything about wheat, knows
that “Manitoba hard” is the best wheat
in all creation. Everybody who knows
anyiling about cheese, knows that On-
tario ean beat the Yankees in that pro-
duct any morning before breakfast. The
man who does not know that in 2ertain
lines, Ontario is one of the best coun-
tries in the world, cannot have that
fuact pounded into him by any amount of
newspaper writing. What is the use in
everlasting harp!ag on the fact, that we
make a good appearance at the great
show ? We mever iutended to make any-
thing else. We made a good appearance
in r’hiladelphia seventeen years ago. We
can make a good appearance anywhere.
1s it not a little childish—a little col -
onial, to talk so much about our appear-
ance ? The man who does not know that

‘Ontario is one of the best countries in

the world, has a great deal to learn.

The old howl about ‘“clerical domina-
tion™ is again heard. Citizens of Toron-
to opposed to Sunday cars are said to be
‘‘priest ridden.”’ I'he last time this
cry made itseli heard was during the Scott
Act agitation. Mern soaked in whiskey,
men who eould scarcely pass a bar-room
without going in, if their lives depended
on the passing, denounced the friends of
the Scott Act .as priest-ridden. They, of
course, were free. Everyboly who knew
them, knew that they had been rum-rid-
den for gyears, but still they put on a
bold face and shouted * clerical domina-
tion,”" ‘“‘priest ridden.” It is exactly so
now in Toronto. The veriest slaves of
every maligzn influence that is trying to
destroy the auiet of the Sabbath, aré the
loudest shouters about -clerical domina-
tion. Even if the question were one of
being ridden, most decent men would rath-
er be ridden by such citizens as Principal
Caven and Rev. D. J. Macdonnell, than .by
i soulless bargain-breaking railway. cor-
poration. What in the name of common
sense are ministers of the Gospel for, ii
they should not take an active part in
the discussion of moral and religious ques-
tions. Can anybody name a question in
which it is more clearly the duty of a
clergyman to take part, than that of re-
membering the Sabbath day to keep It

.

holy. What would any man of average
hones(y, not to speak of piety, think of
a minjster who was ashamed or afraid to
protest against what Principal Caven is
reported to have very properly called
“‘an infampus attack upon the Sabbath.”
Does any man deserve a place in the
pulpit who ean connive at Sabbath dese-
cration? The most insulting, as well as
most stupid part of the attack that is
beinz made on the Toronto clergy at the
present time, is the assumption that be-
tause they are ministers they should take
no part in the campaign.

THE SUNDAY STREET CAR
. STRUGGLE.

The meetings which have been held
recently in the Horticultural Pavilion and
in other parts of the city of those op-
posed to Sunday street cars, have been
thoroughly representative of all classes,
and have given a powerful impetus to
the movement. The addresses made at
themn have upon the whole been good,
those at the Pavilion notably so; fair in
spirit, and because fair, and able as well,
they have been forcible. The following
are some of the points which have been
especially emphasizeil.

The advocates of street cars persist-
ently seek to make it appear that the Sab-
bath is a Jewish institution, and there-
fore we are under nou obligation to ob-
serve it. The falsity of this contentiom
has been exposed unanswerably by Rev.
Principal Caven, and the true basis on
whi.h it 1e:ts, its weiversal authoiity, and
its beneficent design as regards the whole
human race, clearly aud foreibly insisted
upon ~

The bearings of the street car -juestion
upoa labour were made very plain, not
by clergymen, who, although their work
bring:; them into close and constant con-
tact with working people, are not sup-
posed to know amything about thls aspect
of “ho mgtter, but by men who are either
themselves at work every day, or are,
or have been eclosely connected with labour
as employers. The utter hollowness of
the pretence made by those who advocate
Sunday street cars, that they are forcing
oa this question solely in the interests of
the working man, has been mercilessly ex-
posed. Allowing that in some cases,
this is done honestly, but in ignorance,
arguments, facts and experience were
brought to show that, the real interests
of the working man as regards the length
of the hours of *Yabour, are conserved by
the observance of the Sabbath as it is
now amongst us. 1t is freely said by those
who ought to know that it is a matter
of the very greatest consequence to the
Compuny whether they succeed or not.
They do not take into comsideration the
comfort of the citizens or the wisdom of
taking them to the parks for Sunday
pleasure. They simply want the five
cente. The Rallway Company, as every-
body knows, looks upon the question pure-
ly and simply as a f{inancial one, It is
money they are after, and more money.

I: has also been shown that, apart
from all other considerations, this most
important uestion was pnow to be con-
sidered and decided, whether the citizens
of Toronto are to retain the government
of it in their own hands, or whether it is
to be handed over to the tender mercies
of a company, which on other grounds
altogether, is charged with being gt:eedy,
unscrupulous and overbearing. This it-
sell is n most important and far-reaching
question for the citizens to consider and
settle once for all. The struggle becomes
keener every day. Under the guylance of
the Lord’s Day Observance Society, with
the co-operatioa of the Churches and many
earnest ani influintial ladies, those op-
posed to street cars are being thor-
oughly organized for work, and the other
side is following their example. An ap-
peal has been made for the money needed
to carry on the campaign which has beer
forced upon ‘those who are determided tc
maintain our Sabbath quiet. Surely this
will be forth oming to the full extent need-
ed. This will supply one important test
how far those who proiess to lave and
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prize the,day of rest, really do so. Let
our faith now show itself hy our works..

One most important matter im this
whole agitation is that there seems 10
almps! no safeguard to secure an honest
vote. Had those who advocate Sunday
street cars been desirous or willing I0F
fair play, for a ftull, true and earnest:
expression of the opiniop of the city, the¥
would at once have conceded to the Pro
posal tc defer the vote until January
Their unwillingness to do so of " itself just!’
fies the fear that an honest vote will 00%
be obtained, and that they rely upon the
chances they have as things are to carry
the day, if mpt by fair means, at 1e88t
by come means. Lot all who love fair plnY
rebuke and repel! this attempt to carry s
great and sweeping change without ev

ery possible precautfon on the 8i9€
of  justice and righteousness. The
treatment of the question and - tI°

arguments and reasons urged against t8®
change, have been by their fairness, mo%
eration amnd foree, in striking contrast ;o
the course pursued by the loudest &
most persistent advocate im the city fof
it, while the secular press upon the Wi
has been fair and eand:d. The Sundsy
streei car organ to make up for the 1ack
of better arguments, persistently strivé®
to set class against class, the workiok.,
class, ity pets for the time being, whick
also it ‘ould like to make its tools, &%
the tools of the street railway €O%
pany, against those who can afford to hi
on Sunday, or who do it at least, whethef
they can afford it or not. The clersy
are especially obnoxious to it. As on &%
such occasions they are freely chal'g"‘i
with attempting to coerce their fello¥W
citigens, with Intermeddling, with inco®
sistency, with bigotry, and when very
hard up for a worse charge, with hyP?
crisy. All this is a note of distress, 859
plainly enough imdicates the dearth of
really sound argument amd reason. ¢
charge of hypocriry, one need not conde®”
cend to notice. It Ls & stramge thing th®".
the clergy should be the only class, at
cording to this champion of {reedo™
which cannot be allowed the privilege
having an opimion, and that whibe the 8%
vocates of street cars may freely use. b
press and platform tc advance their eod%
it iIs an impertinence for the clergy
use either. As for coercing their tel10¥
citizens, everyone who knows the pro
testant clergy of Canada and the Canad-
ian people, knaws that it is both ridié®
lous and false. Yet. they are gravely waf®
ed to mind their own business, as if
becoming a minister of a Church, a ms?
thereby ceases to be a, citizen and to h8"
any rights as a citizen. It would be f
the good of the country did all our cler®
at the proper time and in the proP
place, make a more manly and patri""w
assertion of their rights as citizens P
they do. This is just a time for them
speak out and act in every manner legi't ’
mately within their reach. Did they ¥
silence, those who are now most re“‘li
to charge them witl Intermeddling, woul
be the first to reproach them with
faithfulness and cowardice.

There are two classes who may be
pended upon tc vote, those keenly
or keenly against. the change. The %
cision really in a great measure lfes Wiw
those who are too easy or too indi°ffe"°no
to take the trouble to vote, or w
are ignorant and do not c“re,
to becomke emlightened on this very lm,
portant matter. Public meetings, P
al appeal, and the circulation of 11ter®
ture bearing upon the subject, should
pushed with unflagging zeal and air
gence, so that everyone may as f8rf
possible be aroused and no vote be
when the time comes to poll it, bec”'us‘f
this class has been left unreached and “no
moved. The advocates of street cars W
were at tirst all confldence are mmeh b
so now, and if only the measures whif
have already been taken are zea"’ual{
and without pause, pushed on, tber®
good reason to hope for a second &1 ‘u,
mistakable triumph for the success Otta
struggle which shall retain for Toronoi
what may justly be regarded as on€
its greatest blessings, a Sabbath T%

«ful from labour and of qulet. or worsh:P

de
fory



