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Cbotce lILterature
THE MINIS TER 'S FA CTO TUM.

BY «« CRAIGQUORN.">

He stood, to use the phrase of'the countryside, six feet
seven iuches and three quarters in his baud kuit, ribbed
stockings of gray wooi, taken from the backs of bis own
mounitain sheep. Round the cbest he measured fully fifty-
thice juches; and bis strong, well shaped neck, which was
aluiost ever bared to the winds, aud was as bairy as the
skins Put on smootb-fleshed Jacob by bis lying mother to
cheat her old blind man, carried a finely.sbaped head, mas-
sive and round as a cannon bail. His hands gripped
likê a machinist's vice, but his soft blue eyes smiled on you
like a geutie spring sky. Ready to laugh at ail fun, he was
as réady to take away the jieavy bundie froru the tottering
old woman aud console thfe crying child by tossing bim up
on his brawny shoulders for a ride across the moor. When
bc sbouted, the storm biast on the hilîside was lost for the
moment ; and when he sang in the Sabbath school " The
Lord's mv Shepherd," bis toues were low and tender and
humble as a. child's. Fa.mer, horse dealer (and bonest at
eveu thgt trying business), carrier for the district, general
trader, liveryman, chairman oC school comrnittee, superin-
féndent, unpaid relief officer, eider and minister's factotum
-everything and anything to ruake fair gains or to do a
kindness to every one wbo wanted a service, wbether the
applicant was 1«geutie or semple "-witbout him the parish
would bave been nothing, and the minister crippied beyond
recovery. A big man pbysically, metaphysically, moraily,
and in il dimensions, was my factotum.

Not always, .by any means, had be been the beip of the
minîster; nay, ratber his horror. But a few years agone he
was the first in the fray aud the iast to cry, " Hold,
enough!1" His oid oakeu staff, wbicb he bad hung up in
bis bedroom with this verse under it, " Let flot the sun go
down upon your wrath," would have remiuded'any boy read-
inX the .£neid of the Cyclops' pine, and was dark stained
ail round. The parisb firesides were often stirred to hear
tb. tales of the, giant's mad doiugs when he and " John
Baricycoru " were partuers, and there were men who
wrought nobly beside him in ail good deeds carrying to their
graves the scars be had left on their faces aud forms. Ail
that badl passed from bis life. But it neyer passed (rom bis
mernory or from bis prayers, or [rom bis new zeAl and new
service. lie was, as even the young scoffers of the parish,
wbo didn't believe in auything, confessed, undeniably and
wbolly another from what he had bèen. In bis case "lthe
fruits were meet for repentance." His fresb life did flot,
indced, lie inside, aud' was not spent in piously appiied and

' uptuuned bauds, lu eyes bigh rolled till notbiug but white
couid lie seen, in wbiuing toues sud cauting phrases ; be
was, just bis own oid, naturai, unaffected self, but he was a
goud man, and not a bsd, dzankeu and quarrelsome.

His big head carried a big and cioseiy couvoluted brain.
That brain must bave wasted a vast amount of phosphorus.
It did bard work and constant. as its owner tried to make
up for slm;ost no education. lIe had made largely a ]an-
guage for himself, to express most original tbinking. The
.wordb were of no tongue I knew, nor any of my philological
frieuds could affiiate ; but tbey always set straigbt out ýbe-
fore me the man'% meaning, tbough often the question was
b9w they should be soelled sud in wbat characters. H e
made a new mental field for bimself, and iived bis own

,peculiq.r mental life and fougbt bis own mental batties,
economîc, phîlosophîcai, ethîcal and theologicai. He was
always pondering some problem. Oten, as I wss riding
homewàrd to my manse, would I hear a biliowy voice and
mec a form like Polyphemus striding with five feet stretches
'déross the frcsh plougbed lea, and as the dike was stepped
over as though it were but a big field stone, out wouid come
sose question, plumbiug dowu toward the deptbs of poli-
tics or morals or dogma ; tbe words ail bizarre and gro-
tesque and self*minted, but stating a vital matter and demaud-
iug, at Ieast, a manly and bonest answer, though ofteu
defying an off baud reply that was either satisfgctory or ex-
fasustive. And whst a will the great fellow bad, as big and
strong as bis frame!1 Not one letter in the alphabet did he
know when be faced right about to the ligbt and to the
right. Yet lie resolvcd at once to gather tbe poorest village
children and the bairus of smre squatters aud outcast
womnen into a Sabbatb scbool, and he learued to read by
makiug these unkempt urchins " say their .letters sud their
a-b abs " to im ; and he taught bimself " to figger " by
making the older ones teach the younger, wbile he sat by,
forsootb, to keep order i tbougb at first he did flot know
whether the figures wcre upside dowu or not.

He was 4 steru and steadfast churchmsn of the Presby.
terian order. The Shorter sud the Larger Catechisms, whicb
had been committed by bis isteniug to their continuai re-
citais in bis scbool gave bim, as be put it, bis "cud for
cbewiug " aud as lie ruminated be extracted the pubh and
nutriment. His illustrations were ofteu striking sud original
ilYou lAddies in the corner, stand upi1 Wbat is the ques-
tion the day ?" Witb oue voice tbey make answer : i.
"Ns, 'ns; that's nae question; usethin' but a word.
Whst's the question ? tell me it richt uoo." Then it came,
straiglit as a chain sbot: " Whst is in ?" After the auswer
16.A k--e» hWe.n byeh,lnd-Adbeen-"ctinto ail its *

Tam here afore me. I tell't him hast ploughin' tirne no to
gang ower the quarry-fence, but be did it, sud lie bad ore
pain for a wbeeu --' montbs sud will be a lameter a' bis life.
Boys, dinna gang ower auy of the Loard's feuces, that is,
His iaws, on ye'li be a lameter like mysel' a' your dsys. "

He loved men to be bonest in their Iaitb life, sud had no
patience with any sort of hax discinline in churcli rule. One
churcli there was wbicb was ahways ready to open its doors
to auy corner. IlWeli, I suppose there must alwsys lie s
slopbowl around for the dirty waten we tbrow out!1 But,
man, I dinna ike to see auy kirk like my bopper yondher,
that can mak' uae scatterment stween the fushionless cbaff
sud bread-makin' grain, atween the deil's dirty bnmks sud
the Maister's clean wbea 1" The "lfive points of Calvinise"
were to hie as sure as bis own idetity-yes, more so ; for,
as bc put it once, "I1 could easihy fancy mymel' suither ; sud
at times I think I'm a legion, sud often wish I were ouhy
dear oid Moliy M. ; but I canna faucy God's word wrsng.'
And for bim there was but the Bible sud bis own stroug-
framned sud firmu-fixed faith on the one side, sud what lie
called Ilthe ooter dairkness sud the roarin' lion " on the
other.

The men sud women of ail Scotch parishes that I have
ever known are uothing if thcy lie not theological, sud can
oniy b2 truiy seen in their ownu every day iglit sud ou their
own sod as theologicai disputants. Tbeology was s favourite
and very frequent theme witb my factotum ; sud this was
so, first, because everybody around tslked sud discussed its
grave ceriainties sud its dread possibilities ; but, secoudly
sud chiefly, because this strengtb-taxing field, wîtb its stiff
bis sud deep holiows, its dazziing lights sud tbick clouds,
exactly suited this sturdy student of mysteries in the borne-
spuu, witb bis big braiu sud bis mron wiil. He bad bere as
elsewhere bis own points of vision, and tiey sbowed new
views or tbrew oid scenes out with fresh lights. Ian Mobr
-so .my linge. heiper shahli e called, bad une special au-
tagonist, IlWeaven Tamn" ; wbo, tbrown again sud again,
sud ofteu hadiy, on by no means soft places, wouhd ahwsys
most gamely reuew the combat. Weaver Tam was ever the
assailanit. A curiosity be was every way. fie was s
IlMethody boady " in the stiffest of Calvinistic quarters ;
tbougb I could neyer find ont clearly bow be had got bis
bold on grand oid Wesley, Ian expiaiued it to me once ou
the principie of the Ilgenenal tbawnness of the boady,"
wbich meant bis constant twistedness, or, as àome in our land
would cali it, "cussedness." And Tam was every way
twisted. fis odd, pincbed, pock-marked, weszeued face,
with its mnmmy-like skin, was twisted ; bis ittie, pecrng,
deep-set, Ilfussy " eyes wene twisted, for one was highen np
than its feiiow, sud the upper orli studied you in s greeu
ligbt sud the under orli negarded yon in s gray ; bis body
was twisted, for the left shouider bitcbed up to bis car sud
the rigbt scemed to lie failirig off beind ; sud bis legs wene
twistcd, like the old fasbioned bsudy-lcgged tongs, one limb
makiug due estatnsd its twin-brothcr direct. west ; sud bis
ways of looking at tbings were twisted, yes, the most
twisted of ail.

Coustantly was 1 overtaking these two cronies-for thýugh
they ever fought like do g and cat, tbey were cronies ; sud if
was s deliglitinl relief, aftci a bard sud wearing day tbrough
my vast parisb witb its hundrcd respousibulities, pastoral
sud magisteriai sud medicai, to "lpick them up," sud, as
I drove tbem bomcward, lîstcu to their unceasing debstes
sud their most qusint talcs. The ricbcst sud rcst of
oid sud new parish stonies wouhd be told mie, wbich I
wouhd giadly rebearse to you ; but tbcy must be toid in
their own terse, fresb sud vigorons I"Donic," or not at ail,
fer translation spoiis tbem, sud alas!1 translation for my
bearers wonid be absohntely necdful. Dean Ramsay neyer
retailed more witty sayings sud stonies more redoleut of
the beathen, sud true to the fast-dying type of tbe unmixed
sud ever unique Lowiand faneer, grazien, wesver, minis.
ter, doctôr and " natural," than 'Wesver Tam sud Big
Ian were wout to tell as tbey came borne, both sober, from
the linen market or the fair. And how the debates sud
discussions went on fast sud funions ail the wsy, with con-
stant appesis to the cierical umpire, wbo wss often deemed
by the Caivinist, champion as "unco baihsnced in bis
opeenions regairdin' taîughed ikeins "; tihi the minister's
trsp was *pulled up at Tamn'm cottage, witb its weli.
thatched roof. Then ont would corne bis kindiy old wife,
of the sweet mother-face sud the lsugbiug- bine eye, to say.
"foot awa, Tam 1 at it again, deafenin' the minister with

your haeverings as Ian sud you dainken coonsil wi' words
wi'oot knowiedge."

And thus tbey wouid lie at it ; the subject is Ilfalling
from ! Grace. " Tam bas desît bis foc some pretty neat
biows in bis own unnooked-for style ; sud bas given me
good reason bonestly to score some points to bis credit.
The weaver bas been denonncing the ides of a eau
Ilmokin' the A'micbty dae ail the baird wark o' carryin -
him srely bame whule the mon daem ail the sinfu' kickin
sgainst tbe Loard's commtands "; sud be bas just tnnned
sharp round witb one of bis qucer twists upon the farmer,
"lMin alive ! csn ye no sec that your chiId o' grace is a
poor, wakely thing, scarce weei boru ? but juit ike the
wee birdie witbiu its sheil, no able to give one good scrsicb
of itsel', jist icevin' sud use main bebind the shel:
tbere's use wiltin' sud dacin' yo udhier, let alsue warkiug
oot your aiu salvation!1 " Ail the whie thîs bot fusillade
ws being rained on bim, the big man wam watcbing s
hlogehick honsj.e comiug wlitb a Mw il rush don a-6rftt

tbink o' an elleyfant wi' tbe legs o' & deer sud the willd
o' a greyhouu'; wbisb, boo be scoors on 1 " -Tus soU0oit
quized Ian after bis own famion as IlM aster Wuilie
came up, greeted us merrily snd sped on.e

A short pause foilowed, wbicb, I may 611l up by explaib'
in ramnolossus," Ian's naime for tbe big black horse ju5t

diappearing over the crest of the bili. This wordf s
zied me for many a day. At last I found the soiutioD'
My frieud and factotum had been away to the"I big toutS)
and while in London bad gone to see the Ilw;id besitSgo
Hie bad been especlally struck Ilwi' tbawt moazîster 0'S
baste wbicb carnies its hoarn on its'snoot insted o'properiY
abint its cars," and be bad beard the keeper use the. 
"4colossal," so be wrought up in bis own wsy s new «t
out of rhinoceros sud colossal which passed over to Moaster
Willie's black charger i

But now it immediateiy came out that the big Calvinis t

bad mrewdiy kept bis straight-seeiug bhue eyes on O
horse sud bis rider for the sake of bis argument witb TSIO
sud for the defence of the faith in ii iself. Thus it camat:
"4Tam!1 did ye watcb, mau, you auld brute? Did ye mî1
boo Maisther Wullie neyer took bis eyes aiff im nu nlC
slacked the rein? " IlEch, man!1 I'm use so blin' as 190
alten tbo bave rnairked ail tbawt 1 " IlWeil ! yon b<tt
bas eyesicht, bas power (plenty o' it) sud wili ; ay, mails
much will as wad lie far mair than euougb, for s dittO
bates, ye would say il ye had to sboe bim." IlWei, li
wbat o'alilthat?" "Oh, jist this! wbat for does MaisthO
Wuilie hold him so tight?" "Wby, to keep him straichît
ou the road au'no let him stumble." "Ezzactiyli sd be
bas neyer yet broken bis kuees, t'en wben be dashes ini YÔ1î
galiopadin' way down tbe steepest irse ; the big horse il'
ways bas * parsevered' on bis riclit maunner o' traivel iiS
because of the sbairp eye sud the stiff baud. Man ! '0
ueed the eye sud the bit sud the bridie jist as mucklé 00
you stout horse ; sud wbat I uudbermtau' by ony saint"
parsevairauce is jist that the Loard-wba neyer siuuiis
nor sleeps sud neyer is weary-never takes His eycrs.0
His bauds off His owu, down bill or up brae" Y)TbecT
was silence-for Tam sud 1 saw the big, bronzed, haltVs
scarred baud steal steaithily across the bitteecyer tbstW
grown very moist ; sud I kuew the humble soul was looki0g
back at mauy s bad stumâble ere lie yieided to the EyC aw1 .
Hand, sud began bis new wey of not wesrying in Weil-
daiug. __________

MIR. PARNELL'S PARLIAMENT7ARY CARE2$

Mr. Parnell did not enter Parliameut until 1875.
if any, then tbought of bim as the coming leader of,
powerful party. A landiord himseif, a Protestant, Ou!
haîf au Irisbrn, with aristocratic connection sud Eng'W.
university training, he ws less likeiy to become the aille
cate of s forward poiicy in Irish Natiouaimm. The eSui
fears couceruiug bîm eutertained by the Home Rulets -

quite intelligible. But be bas belied tliernin every ý«
He bas ail the qualities of su opposition leader. To WO
bas been sttracted s baud of ardent spirits, youug aud 0îd'
He can fight il need ie ; he can diplomatize if 'that >
better. Cool, intrepid, with a keen mind sud an uflic
ing purpose, he is an euerny to be svoided. No sta
seems to baffle bim, sud wist others may rise to w''
beat of passion, be remains calm. And yet there is a O
pressed passion in bis words which powcrfuliy appeàls tO'tl
bearer sud reader. lu the carhier part of bis parliamest
career these qualities were eitber lackiug or undc,,el0Pw'
sud be then lost rnsny s point by bis want of self-coniW'
Yet Mr. Parnell caunot bc said, as s ruie, to bear too Oiitid
the burden of bis position. He rather directs; te
work. Hie neyer makes himmeif ton cbesp. Hie st8l
disoppearauces fromn the scene of action, which baffle
on-looker, sud more tbau once bave appeared to end8"
the success of bis policy, bave studied method iu th#o*
Tliey lend au impressiveness to bis utterauces sud aPe
suces wbicb might not otherwise be secured. lie is 9l01e
there wbcn needed ; sud, if nccessary, no one can,
more force iuto the work than Parnell.1

Cliarles Stewart Parnell is the descendant of "ien b
bave won higb positions in their country>s records. .oi
father, John Henry Parnell, of Avondaie, Connty WickiO<$
nephew of Lord Cougleton, Who was, as Sir Henry Pt
neil, an ardent Libersi, married Miss Stewart, daugbtè"o
Rear-Admirai Stewart, of tbe American nsvy, il Od 10.
sides," the hero of 1815. This lady is the M ns. gII
to-day, mother of the Irish leader. Hie wss born at lot
dale in 1846. From au eariy age be was educatcd er~
in Engisnd, finally graduating.at Cambridge. It i O
easily uuderstood that bis eariy icagnings were, conerve~
sud aritocratic, but gradually, as be began to take itÇ,
in politics, be ieaned to the Nationaiist side.

We bave siready learned that Mr. Biggar *as the? 0
ator of obstruction in the Boume of Commous, but tutu
rnerely an accident of the movement. To Paruel l fl1 b
long the credit of rnaking it a policy. For the flrst t,âco
years he spoke very eidom in the flouse, snd rnot vei1
ceptsbly. Butt's gentié temporizing did not suit bi,
the germs of the present Parnell psrty then in the lb10 o
termîued upon s uew depanture. Hitherto the intçrférCIÇir
Irish members in British or Imperiai matters bsd bec *l

sented, wbiist the proposais made by thens for thiiel*'00~
country were votedidowu. Parnell set himseif to alter tisOW
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