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MONTREAL NOTES.

1in
'ﬁ: The regqular quarterly meeting of the Presbytery of Mont.

real takes place in the David Morrice Hall, on Tuesday
next, the 11h instant, at ten o'clock in the morning.

;: Anniversary week was wont to be held in Montreal on
'a ‘the last full week of Januaty. This year, however, 1t1s put
nd down carlier in the month, and follows immediately the
alf Week of Prayer. All the anniversaries are to be held in
at Erskine Church. Monday, the 10th, is set apart for French
nd Canadian Missions ; Tuesday, for the Y. M. C, A.; Wed-
ns nesday, for the Bible Suciety ; Thursday, for the Evangeh
on cal Alliance, and Friday, for Temperance. During the weck
e a prayer meeting is to be held in Frskine Church lectute
he toom every morning at nine o'clock. The speakers from
lle beyond the city are Rev. Dr. McArthur, of New York, Mr.
H. M. Moote, of Bostonj and Bishop Baldwin, of Londun
on Ont.
c: Two years ago the Rev. Wm. Robertson was inducted
is into the pastorate of the Preshyterian Church of Hemming.
of ford, Que., andbas been muchencowaged 1n s work.  Lis
Wy services are greatly appreciated by tis people, in proof of
r. which they last week presented him wath a valuable horse
n- as a Chnstmas present.
oz Thi« is the scason of the year when many of our Sabbath
n schools hold their annual festivals, and the children are made
to happy. On the evening of Meonday last the anoual gather-
¥ ing of the Nazareth Strect Mission School took place, there
9‘ being a large attendance of teachers, scholars and friends of
A theschool. Thesuperinteadent, Mr. James Rass, presided,
¢ and in addition to recitations, shost addtesses were de-
P livered by Rev. Messts. MacKay, MacVicar, Fleck, Dewey
N and Benpett, and Mr. W, Paul. The contributions of the
or school for 1886 amounted to nearly $200, being considerably
st in excess of the preceding year. The annual festival of
s the Melville Church, Cote St. Antoine, school was held on
is Thursday evening, in the new school building, and a very
L leasant evening was spent.  The attendance at this school
g' ﬂas very largely increased during the year, there being now
: upward of 150 cn the roll. The school now supposts a
r'.; pupil at the Pointe-aux Trembles Mission Schools.
7 The first annual gathering «of the Hochelaga French
;, Presbyterian Sabbath schoot was held on Wednesday evening.
- The church was most tastefully decorated, and the Christ-
n mas tree heawily laden. The whole school, numbering
e thirty-cipht childzen, was present.with their teachers and a
e large number of friends. The pastor, Rev. K. R. Duclos,
1, presided, addresses were given by Rcw:. h!cssxs Doudiet and
le Warden, and by Mr. Ilcrdt, and recitations and hymns tfy
d the pupils. The entertainment was a marked success in
x every respect.  Besides Me. and Mrs. Duclos and Mr. and
1 Mts. Bonenfant, creditis due to Mrs. John and Mss. Robert
s Campbell for their kindly interest and generous assistance.
i The festival of St. John's Church French Sabbath school
% took place on New Year's evening, and was also successful.
f 8 Rev. C. A. Doudiet presided, and read the annual report.
t, (38 Inaddition to meering the expenses of the Sablath school
" illustrated papers, the childien contributed a small sum to
n the Home Missivn and Augmentation Fund.  After tea, an
A interesting programme was gone through, embracing recita-
1 tions by the pupils, and addresses by Rev. Messts. Warden,
» Duclos and R. Campbetl.
g The great annual gathening of the Montreal Presbytenan
" Sabliath schools, on New Year’s morning, was held, as
usual, in Erskine Church, which wzs filled on Saturday
2 morning, despite the stormy weather, by happy groups of
¢8R children. Mr. J. Murray Smith presided. In his opening
°  B% remarks he stated that thete were now seventeen schools
* B connccted with our church in the city, with 335 teachees
i and 3,172 scholars, whose missionary contribations Jast year
N b excecded $2,500, or about 30 per cent. in excess of the
) amount raised by themin 1876. The singing of the children,
: led by th-  rgan and a cornct, wasmos' biearty and inspirit.
i ing. Addi. ses suitable to the occasion were delivered by
5 I Rev. Messrs. Dewey and Cruikshank,
¢ On the evening of Tuesday last the Rev. James Fleck pre
) sided at a meciing of the congregation of West Farnham,
. 3 and moderated in a call to the Rev. R. V. McKibhon, B.A.
r The call is unanimous. The stipend to be pad by the
. people is $600 per annom. Tt is understood that Mr. Mc-

8 Kibbin is to accept. The induction wall be arranged for
§ by the Preshytery at sts mecting on the 11thnst,

The congfegation of St. Joseph Street at a recent meeting
zeselved to change their name to that of Calvin Church.
} A change was rendered necessary by the fact that the name
R of the street has recently been altered from St. Joseph to
Notre Dame Street.

On the cvening of Tucsday last a large pathering of
& Sabbath schonl tcac’.ers met in the lecture hall af Ersbine
R Church to listen to an cxposition from Prncipal MacVicar,
8 of the Jessons for the first two Sabbaths of the year. The
xposition was most clear and teree, and cannot fal to be of
§ preat scrvice to the teachiers present.  Sohighly appreciated
Zwas Pr'acipal MacViear's address that he has Leen asked,
82and has consented to give, at an catly date, an exposition ot
i the remaining three lessons for January under the auspices
& of the Picsbyterian Sabbath School Association.

December weat out and January came in with cold,
& blustery weather.  For the past week the thermometer has
rarely been above zero, and has fallen as low as twenty ¢
wenty-two below—as cold as most peoplehere care to have
Bit, especially when accompanied with gales or hizh winds.

. Tnz Scottish Band of Hope union, which In 1§79 had
Waad only sixiy-onc branches, has now §28.  The dowager Coun-
e tess of Aberdeen s the author of its New Year tract.
THe Rev. Georgre Wainwright has resigned the pastorate
ke o! Grosvenor Street Baptist Church, Manchester, because
f 2 dancing class was carried on there in defiance of a pro-
ja% test by himself and many members. His friends have
Ml ormed = new Church and purchased.a chapel 1y Coupe
BE and §itect,

-all cternity and unto all eternity the same.  There is no

THE WEEK OF PRAYER.

The weck of prayer is fromn the 2nd to the 8th of January ;
and the following subjects will be especially brought for-
ward fur prayer and exhortation on the respective days :

Sunday, [anuary 2,~Sermons—** O Thou that hearest
prayer, unte Thee shall all flesh come.”

Monday, Jan. 5.~Praise—For rich spiritual blessing ;'
for the long suffering prace of God ; for new openings for the
spread of the Gospel in many lands ; for the preservation of
peace among the nations o Europe.

Zuesday, Jan. 4,—Humination—For personal sins, family
sins, and national .5 for the spread of unbelief and of
atheism, in various quarters; for the large amount of in-
tempesance, licentiousness and all immorality ; for unseemly
gilvi:sions and lack of love among those who are brethren in

hrist. .

Wednesday, Jan. s.—~Prayer {3 the Church-~That the
chplc of God may know their high calling and responsi-

ity ;s that they may be filled with the Spirit, bring forth
the fruit of the Spirit, and labour aggressively for the con-
version of souls; that grace may be given to all pastors,
teachers and preachers.

Thursday, [an, 6.—Prayet for Families—That family love
may be sanctifici—husbands and wives walking together as
fellow heirs of the grace of hile, and traming thesr children
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. That the young
may be early drawn 10 Chust, anid kept from the ewil that

is in the world ; for the affhicted ; for the betier observance .

{ the Lord’s Day, and the more extensive study of theé
Word of God.

Friday, Jan. 7.—Prayer for Missions—That the Church
of Christ may recogmize the glory of the commission to
“ preach the Gosptﬁ 10 every creature,” and may feel it a
privilege to make sacrihce that it may be futfited. That far
greater zeal fur the dwvine glory, and far more pity for the
pesishing, m:\g be imparted by the Holy Ghost to all the
people of God.

Saturday, Jan. 8.—~Prayer for Nanons—For the out-
pouring of the Ioly Spint upon the nations.  For rulers
and all in authurity ; for just and equal luws; for righteous
-dministration ; fur peace between nations ; the removal of
international and class antipathies and jealousies. For the
abolition of slavery, the opium trade and all immoral trafhic.
For the protection of women; for the blessing of God to
rest upon all effutts to remove the curse of memperance 3
for the cessation of persecution for conscience’ sake, and of
all oppression.  For God's ancient people, Isracl.

Sunday, Jan. g.—** Thy Kingdom Come.”

APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE INDUSTRIAL
SCHOOL.

This school is now nearly completed. The head mas-
ter has been appointed.  1le has just reiurned from visiung
similar institutions in United States. and is ready to begin
work. The school, however, is unfurmshed, and we shall
require$2,000for this purpose. The schoolhas received sev-
eral donations, amounting in alltoabout $10,000; from M.
Alexander Cameron, $5,100; from Mis, Pollard $500. and
from Mr. Alcorn, $500, besidesseveral from members of the
Board of Governors of $100, and under. There s an mm-
mediate demand for the school t¢ go intv operation.  Buys
are, for want of 2 place of this kind, now growing upin
ignoranceand vice,to Le aterror to the community in future,
and a perpetual burden on the resources of the country.
Last year over 1,000 minors were arrested in the city of To-
ronto alone. What can be expected from boys who are
driven by sheer want to commit crimes or become begpars?

Last winter a neglected boy, well known as a brave and
uncomplaining youth, aftersleeping at night under door steps
and battling withadverse circumstances,instcad of becominga
thief, whereby he might have obtained relief, gave up the
stiupgle and dicd from exposure.

Our Boys' Home is overflowing, and the demand for this
mstitution zomes to me daily with cries louder and louder.

1 would appeal first to our capitalists to come forward at
once, and save usthe degradation of having to go about beg-
ging.  You will find the investment one of the best ever
made.

Secondly. I would appeal to ‘the governors of the in-
sttution o cach try an * raise the amount required.

Sume might raise $300, but almost any one could raise
$100. With $4.000 more we could make a fair start afrer
which this School will act asa model for similar schenls,
which the country absolutely requires.

W. H. IfowraNp,
Chairman of Board of Management.

?a_pbatb School ‘Ceachc_t.

INTERNATIONAL TJZZSSON..
B GAIN AND ABEL e

Gorpes Text.—** Am 1 my brother’s keeper? "—
Gen iv. 9.

SHORTER CATECHISM. -

Questions g and 5.—It has often been remarked that the
answer to the {ourth question of the Shorter Catechism isa
striking example of compechensivencess and precision. No
language can definc the Infmilc, bt it would be difficult to
find a paralicl to the description of God here given. God
cxists as a Spirit.  No man hath seen God at any time ;
the Only Regotten, who is in the busom of the Father, hath
declared Hlim.  Asa spisit e is Infinite, limitless, from

other God. What is true of 1lis being is cqually tree of
His attributes.  His wisdom is absolate. There 15 no in-
crease ot diminutiaa of that wisdom, because it is infinirely,
ctemmally and unchangeably perfect.  The sams applics to
1is holiness, justice, goodnessand truth.  All these infinite

ness of the Father's glory and the express image of His
person. 0 g

God is one, living and true. In opposition to all false
xchgwns with their guds many and their lords many, the
Seriptures reveal to us the existence of One only God.  If
God is infinite, there cannut be two ntinttes, e is the
living God, because He is sell-existent.  Jehovah signifies
absalute, underived existence. e is also the source and
sustainer of all life. He is the true God.  All the gods of
the heathens are false gods, creations of their own fancy, or
the works of their own hands. Be it ours with heartfelt
conviction and devotion to say, ** This God 1s our God, and
He will be our guide, evenunto death.”

INTRODUCTORY.

Last lesson showed how sin entered into the world. and
death by sin. The tendency of sin is ever dowaward from
bad to worse. The first sin was against God—as all sin is
—but this lesson shows its awful effects on man. Vere we
have the account of the first murder What was the quarrel
that led to such a terrible result ?

I. The Brothers' Worship.—Many years had passed
since, for their disohedience, Adam and Eve had been
dnven from Eden.  Eve had cherished in her memory the
promise g*+2n, and when Cain was born she may have im-
agmed that the promise was fulfilled, tor she named her
first-born son Cain—possession or acquisition. When the
secund son was born he was named Abel, which means
breath, vapour, that which swiftly passes away. It is clear
from the narrative that they had been taught to worship
God. It is no less clear that all who are thus taught do not
learn to worship God aright.  Cain was a tiller of the soil ;
Abel was a shepherd. Each bro ght his offering before
the Lord. Cain presented the fruits of the ground, while
Abel offered the firsilings—the best—of his flock. Is 1t
not an impressive thought that the oflering of the one is
accepted, and 1he offering of the other rejected ? The Lord
had respect unta Abel and his offering ; but unto Cain and
to his offering he had not respect. God takes account of-
both offerer and offering. The Lord looketh upon the
heart. He saw clearly the motives of each. The heart
of the worshipper must he right if his offering is to be
accepted.  If 1 regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will
not hear me. The offering also must be right. It must be
in accordance with God’s own appointment, Abel’s was a
sacrificial oflering.  This shows that sacrifice for sin has
been recognized from the beg nning, and God accepted sac-
rifice. It pointed to the one true sacrifice, the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sins of the world. . The lesson
does not indicate in what manner God signified His accep-
tance of Abel's sacrifice and His rejection of Cain’s, but
the last named was perfectly well aware that his offering
was uracceptable. This rejection did not, as it should
have done, produce repentance, and impel him to seek
for forgiveness. e was very wroth, and his countenance
fell.  To the sinner God is meraful and forbearing. He
rcmonstrates with Cain.  “* Why art thou wroth?”  If we
enter on wrong-duing, reflection might bring us to see how
unreasonable and foolish 1t is. Cain’s sin apainst God also
took the form of envy against his brother. God shows
bim that i he did well he would be accepted ;3 if not sin
lieth, coucheth, at the door, ready to spring upon him.

I1. The Awful Crime.—It may be the murder of Abel
was unpremeditated.  Cain did net know by observation
what the death of any one meant.  Abel was the first to die,
and strange that the first death in the human family should
be a murder. Cain was probably subject to fits of ungovern
able temper. W-ile he and his brother were talking to-
gether in the ficlda quarrel arose between them. It is said
that it takes two to makea quarrel, but in every quarzel there
isa right and a wrong  We are not left to guess who
was right and who was wrong in this case. In the heat
of pastion Cain rose up ng.\inst Abel, his brother, and
<lew him. Awful deed’' What must have been the first
murderer’s emations as he looked on his victim still and
silentin death?

111. The Rosult of the Crime. —God czlls Cain.to
account  All things are naked and open to the eyes of Him
with whom we have 1o do. To the question, Where is
Abel, thy brother? he answers 1 know not. Sin ever
adds to sin. Now he lies unto God, and peevishly, 1f not
defiantly, adds, Am I my brother's keeper? God then
pronnunces sentence upon the first murderer. A curse
rests ufpnn him. Only by the hardest toil should he hence-
forth find suvenance. He was to be 2 wandering fugi-
tive, ever impelled anward by the overshadowing memory
of his crime. Realizing, in some degree, the burden of
poilt that had fallen upon him, he crics, My punishment
is greater than I can bear.  Fear possesses him, and he
apprehends that others will take his life. But God pro-
trets him, scts a mark upon him test any finding should
Lill him. What that mark was we arc not told. It was,

however, visible to others.  Somne have sugpested that his
countenance became so hideous that men would flee from
him affrighted. 11c went out from the presence of the Lord
and dwelt in the land of Nod, travelling into Eastern Asia.

TRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

The worship of God is an incumbent duty. We must
worship Iim in spirit and in truth.  Qur offetring can only
be accepiable through Christ’s atoning sacrifice,

The first family quarrel ended in murder. God's mes-
sage to us is, Love one another. ’

Wild and uagoverned passion is sute to lead to crime,
Bitier and unavailing\regrets c~ttainly foliow. Repentance
and faithin Him who shed His hlood for the sins of men
will save ns; that blaod cleanses from 2l sin, but it does
not remove the impression made on the memory by sin.

THE organs of the publican interest are busily at work
endeavouring 10 make out that Sunday closing has teen a
faiture in Wales. The same sort of atlempts were made to
divcredit the Forbes Mackenzic Act in Scotland for some
years after its adoption ; bt by agd by they wege silenged

perlections ate teveled in Jesus Christ, who is the brights

by the inexorable logis of facts,



