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SEVIZRAL Communications anti Preabyterial reports

hava been unavoidab>' belli ovar until next veek.

Tifrt admirers ai Col. RngeusoU try ta maka a qmia
deal cf capital out cf bis ailegeti fine persosal quali-
tics The>' sa>' ha fi genial, good-naiured, gorille-
Maiy, vkinti to his friend& anti famully. Hi.
conduc vhile dafasding sortie cf tisa Star Route
gentry', ptovcs his reversa. In an altercation vith
ana of tisa opposhng counsel, isa picked up a iseavy
inkstand1 évidicetiy vitis tRia intention cf cisravlug lu,
andi pitel>' M~ ta is fellav mernbcr ai dia bar,
4' ou are a dis-t> tiog.» Being reproveti by tise judga
Rie declancti tisai no ana voulti b. allavati to aiîacIW
hRam witis imptîsit>', anti tises biaspsemairs> aideti-

I1 1voulti do i at thea day ai jutigment. If R were
assaileti by Gati, 1 voulti delenti myseif vitb amy-
,ýuny littia power." Tisa geniai, gentlemanl>' scolTer
suddeniy becemes thie blatant, violent ruffian vush
very litile provocation. Ingersoli s flot an exception.
WVe hear a gresu dcii about tise fine persousal. qualities

of certain agsastics andi Infideis. Nine-tenîhs ai tisan,
if scrapeti a Rudte, woulti coma eat in their truce cha--
acter, as clearl>' as titi Bob, vise lia stized thea ink-
st.and andi shoutet, IlYou are a dirty drg.0 Tisa tRin
veneer cornes cff ver>' easily, anti tise tise mas ap-
pears exacîl>' as tise Bible descnibes im.

Tux s tory bagan la tRis asti ta, ha concludteti in nexi
number cf THE PRESisYTEstIAN is "Rab anti his,
Friands." Its geniai aucior diedilait yar, antimanyt
appreciativa biograpisical andi criticai netices of him'
bave appearet inl magazines. IlRab» Roas esjoyiti *a
wide pepularit>'. Thosa viso have reat2 z5.,ory ha-.
fane, if tbey bave Reisura, wiii finti stilî greata- deligh1&
in reading it a se.-ont tisas tise> i tisa firsu tiîne.
To many of aur younger readers fi viii Se ne'v, asnd
for tiseir sakas chie fli is nov reproduceti. Professai
Daviti Masson In an article ila "Maconllan's Maga-
zine "l a>': IlThaugis tise stcry, as tise aa.tior voucises,
' is in ail assientials Wi ictl>' matier ai fa-,' visa caulti
bava toit il like Dr. Johsn Brown. Litila vonder tiat
it lias taken raill as hi. masterpicce, ant hat ha vas
se commonî>' spoken of visile ise vas aliva as tRie
auclior cf 'Rab anti Ris Friands.' R t is b>' tisat suai>',
anti b>' tiose cuises- papars tisai ma>' ba aisacatet
vitis it, as aise masieriy la tiseir difiarent varietias, as
ail equali>' 'done ta tise quics,'tisai bis sassa vii
litre. Yas, sien> long years Rance, vises ail cf us ava
gose, R cas imagine tisai a littia volunme wilib Rin
circulation, contining ' Rab anti Ris Friands. ..
anti tisai tises renders nov unhorn, th îH iret fbbt
paculiai tcucis vhicb oni>' things cf hau a1nti
cas give, viii confess te tise saine csarril tisat*w
fascisaies us, anti vili tiik wius Interest cf Dr. Jcb
Brown, cf Edinburgs.0

Tim Hamilton Presby:ary liat a singuLar case
under ccnsideration tise otisen day. Rt appeari ibat
tise Rai'. Ms-. W-tiser, ai Binbraok, bas beari saying
soe savera thi-ds about aur climata in a latter ta thse
Glasgow "'Haralti." Tise Hamilton breibrencama ta
tise daience ci tise climie witis tisis resclutii'a.

",That the Preshytery d=ci il tiseir duty Ir he Interests
eft ruais, as weli as oui osf a ptoFct regard foi , je country' in
,wicis C.od isas cast 'sur lot, prom pil>' antir .npitically te
decisare tRit ainias staiernents is tisai letter, whale tise> cos-
tain a sutaii ekoeent ai tzutb, are so exoggerated and extremae
tisai tise> cannai fait te conve>' a masi etroneous, mnisleading,
and faite impression regaxding aur country genemUly," etc.

Net having sean Ms-. Walker's lette- ta the
"'Heralti," va ara not in a position te sa>' anytising

about Ris description of Ontario visiter, Rf, boy-
ever, ha bas managet to say> asytbung "exaggera.ad
and extreme Il bout tRis vinter ha must have a stock

of adjectives sucis as f car men passeti. The Hamilton
breîbren shatalt remamber tRiai tisa climate arou-ôd
lluiiingtan Bay> Is comparativeiy milti, and ib ha c-
(*Il compas-aively iliRist. If tRia> wisth tome atiditiosal
ligRit on this casa tbey shoulti taka a trip aven tRia
Naribreri or Mlidlanti as saon as possible. Tiser are
a fiew ssov-banks, soi a bundreti miles nortis ai To-
ronto, an exaggeratid description ai wbics could
scarcel>' bc given b>' sy ordin ar>' man In ithe Englisis
isanguage. Tisa train men andi passengers who spent
nights In cRase baniks wculd ha Important litncases
(or NIr. Walker wrhen ha makes Ris detence, as va
leain ha intentis teo do In bla>.

Now that the higlier court s cf iR th.0churciara sacs
te mncet, would it not bc a gooti thing to>pend osa or
tva sederunts i eacis syneti meeting In consitinng
tRie state of reliion, Sabbats sciscol vat anti ather
vital maîcensofaititind. 0< cous-scit..usIness go bas
ta bc dose. Thena must be mare ar laut routine. Sa
Rang as mon have minds cf iroir avs andi have tise
righc o( frc speech, thora must bc discussion. TRiera
i. no use In calling a meeting of Synati or any other
ldnd of meeting, if chose who attend do or sa>' nothing.
WVe have no symnaîb>' vus those visa tsinui ibat tha
tima of a Church court should bc spent main>' In ra-
ligious exencisci. Tisa other extrema is certain>' fot
desirable. It dcs produce a bati impression ta spend
days an business, somne cf iî ver>' trifling ; anti then
ba compelled, for tuant of trne, to bus-ny over vital mat-
ters at tihe laie of thse meeting. It is net easy ta
suggest a reniedy. Th isangit cf free spetech i. an in-
estimable blcsuing, but it brings sorma drawbacks.
lThe observance of thesa rules will Relp :-Noiri
-speak an a maîter se smali that It is flot verth atten-
tion, except frcm tRose persoaIy isteresteti. Con-
danse what you have ta sa>'. Il you cari't condense,
canclutie tisai nature neyer cossrucieti you for speak-
ing In a Cisurch court. Strake out thse inti-duction
anti conclusion, anti give thse business pari. Avoiti
persenal allusionis-the court dom sot care rnucb boy
you lei on any question. Aboya aU tisinga, donIt get
up interminable tichates on smail questions of pro-
cedure. That i. visat wcaries asti worries people,
anti spentis lime.

RN a icw days a Large number of aur students wilI
bc on tiseir way tal tisair labours in thse Holme Mission
fieldi. Sosie cf tisent have bail considerable axpeni-
esce in mission work; miers go for thea first iaitn.
For tisese young labourais wa ask a kindiy receptic
whiseaver tbey may ha sent. Thie work ai tbe student
misuionar>' i. often nec a litile trying, andtinost of tRie
euafficulties meet hits attsa baginning. Usuali>' bc
i. sîranger, anti bas to go tisrougis tise ardeal cf get-
ting arquaintati. Tise roads are general>' ver>' bsai-
'mtiets tisera is nauien sleigbing sor wisecling, anti

somactimes botis. A friand of ours vent irom Knox
College ta bis fild of labour a iew yaars aga b>' thia-e
modes ai travel. Ha lait Taranto b>' rail, tRien rode
a distance on viseels, anti arriveti on a sîcigli. Sosie
uf tRie sîtidents thai went te Manitoba last summer
hat no mode cf ravo intail. Students have been known
te feel a finie liamcstck on certain kinds ci mission
fialds. A Iitile kssdness anti pensonai attention deci
flot hur, a strident or aven a ful grown preacher.
Rt posi' ivel>' wiii net nuis tise young men if an eider
or soea leadisg mari in their station sisoulti occasion-
ail>' say ha erajcyed tRe services. Tise danger ci
making even munisters prouti in ibis va>' is sot Riali
s0 great as peopla imagine. Most men viso preacis
get enougis te keep tisais humble. We ask na syts-
paiR>' for aur students. No mas who preacises tisa
Gospel sisoulti consider Ruim5t an abject of sympa-
tliy. WVa do ask, isovever, a haarcy welconxa, isearty
co-peration, anti kind>' encouragmenu for thse young
mon tRai tise Cisurcis is now sentiing to ail parts ci
this landi. _______

A4 VITAL SOCIAL QUESTION.

P ERE HYACINTH tirs:" ta rencar by bis
Lentes sermons ini Notma iJame. Fasiinable

Paris ofthe Second Empire flockdcti o iscr tise cia-
querit Domainican inveigis against tise prevalent ais
of modem sociat>'. Loyson filleti tise position lot
vacant by Lacordaire, anKi rankcti as thse first pulpit
crator ai his tume. Curiously eniaugi, ha attackad
with unspaxirag Invective tise e. Z - tisai festered fi tise
pas-isian saciet>' aftis lime; anti yet bis plain spech
cnal'ad ta bfa=n Dr. Dlx, tiserctoral T.lat>',
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New York, in bis owi WsÀY hai deai In bis Lenten
lectures with soe or thie cxisting avilit of moden
American snciety. Wôvn's welfare, hcer place andi
Influence in the social e'Cnomy, baà received speial
attention, anti ho bas spoken ons saverai themes with
a plainness of speech tRiai bottillens manlînes. of
characier. One af <Rhe subjects wus thea aarng
prevaienca ai divorce, thea unhappy stata af mater,
oi whicb i Is an Indication, and tRie evils ta "sbich it
fends. Theta discourses of tihe rector of Trinit,>'
hanve attracte<1 mi !ch attention, and bave émrned tRie
subject cf much and Irgrieti criticitrn. This vas ta b
expected. fi wouid, bowever, hâve iscen a beica et
sign hati tRiera bees a more carresi desire on the part
cf bis critics ta discusi caimly tise lacis ta wbich hoe
reters, ta inquiro line Ilseir cause sad suggesî .1
remedy for thea cviii that arc poisonicg tRia social
fabrtc.

A numbe of Dr. Dix's criticu are voein. Witit
this tisera 1, no renas ta finti fault, tince mucs that is
valuable on se vital a s.bject cas best bc saiti by
clhem. Tise> bave a deep Interest In the bcst ci al)
social Institutioris-Ècme. What tRia> think ant. a
in relation ta ail lIs cmteta fêAiures Is Important ; à,
compreiscasiva andi satish.çtary solution of existing
prablerns cannoi bc al ilfiau! thoir contribution ta
ar exhaustive discussion of questions pertalning ta a
sublci tisat fi y..ari> becomfng more prominent.
Strange ta say few af the lady mritera ta thea journal.
comte oui in defence ai home and in praise afi as
excellesciep, or te urge jise cultivation of its virtuas.
Rt would appear tbat many of tbemn rind more con-
genial ihecs in bcrating vRat they arc picaseti ta
assume is Dr. Dx's ignorance ai tise subjects on which
he prostiues ta discoursi'. Ta ibis tisa> addt more or
less fervent appeals in bebalfofwomnsemancipation.
MucRi aiso cf the newspaper crlîiclsm is in thse samie
vein. Rn ofR ibis tisea a sati lack ai carnestness.
Thare is no end to tise accusations agais the pulpit
for not preaching ta thq tintes. Thse sorny sarcasmas
about speaklng cf tisa sina cf ORd Testament worthies,
and not veniuring tal robuka tisa evilft cf tisis gP.nera.
lics are worn thread. bare,:d yaî when men, destreus
cf being laitiiul, ta their vactiasnspeak witiscuîcircum-
locutlun of existing iiiiquliy people arc alert lt resent
sucis unwelcoma intrusion as violatirrns af good taste,
anti cuipabie impertinence. In thie pliment instance
the general aim seems ta b. ta, turs aside tise force of
Dr. Dix's exposuras anti remonstrances as toa trouble-
some ta menit seniaus inquiry. Mucs of the criticist
io which bi at presen, subjeeteti çays in ciTect, Il G
us>' way for this i me; wben thave a canvasenin season
1 will caRl for tinee." Another characteristic of the
prescrit discussion is that v4e there is an evident
disincination ta, gin ppe vaiR ihe tacts ta which lia
reters tisera is no attempt ta ignare tisem or tai ques-
tien tise tnisthfulness of their delineation. If chas.
things are so th.,>' afford, sufficient reasori for senous
inquir>' as to tisa means af lessenisg tisose evils tisai
imparal the existence ef happy homes, andi by conse-
quence a bathy national prospeniv

Dr. Dix bas sîsoken plalnly on tise subjeci af divorce.
Tise ease with vshîch il can ba obtained, in soea of
tbe WVestern States especially, is lcading ta a sad
staîe of ihings socially. Thse frivolous pretexîs by
wbich il cas ba secureti bas led ta a dagradation of
tise mariags rel:îtionship. These evils, isowever, art
noi 1,- 1 Wc look not without reason tal tise Net,
Engianti States for visai is mosi distinctive in me
moral and religic 'us charactaristics cf Amnerican social
liie at ils hast. Front tisai section ai tise Union the
great forces cf m*dern civulizatioa bave floweti wasi.
ward. Tise gran d aid Puritan imprtees is yet visible in
tise Estern Statss. Evas tisera the sasse impatience
ai tise conjugal >'oke ià ev -"-wiere discernibl. Tise
rap..i iracrease af divorce in itiese Star"- bas occasioned
tRie formation of tise New EngL-nd Divorce Reforni
Association. its secraasy bas becs gatheting siaris-
tics wviic are more eloquent tisas words. The nuom-
ber ai divorces ini Connecticut inl 1849 was nlicety.one;
nov tse>' average about tour Riundred and fort>' annu.
ally. In tisai State tisa ratio cf divorces toi marriages
is ane ta tes ; in Rhsode Island it is about tisa saine;
Maine and New Hamipshsire bave one divorce foi
ever>' sine mar-nages ; thse shawiog of Vermont is
somewhat better-, isaving anc divorce ta ibirteen
inarriages, and Massachusetts bas tisa best record,
thoo"gh aven In, tise Old Bay Stata tise ratio is one
divoictt Iz every tweniy-ane marniages. Sucb a con.
d-tion of matter-s is calculatedti c avrake aarieus
tiscught as to, thea hmxndiate future of socicty.
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