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‘THE FLOWER AND THE 8UMN.

—

The 4un on® summor's day biad sciily wooed
A white earastion, with his goldongloams;
Uat all in vain~for she, tho protty nrude
\W o 11d ot be warmel tolove by sunany helml'
For winto carnations coyness oxprosg—
. No flarer coy ns sho was over found,
Blho stroyo to lido aund a protty tross
Of genlie mudea hair that grow arvund,
v =€ nod tou Luinorvay to ncet hiagaso;
Atirl as 1o raifed upon her frowa above,
Qh, fur saino kindly band hor crost to raiso,
As droopod hor hoad before his ardent love,

A ratasgloud wopt fur him: that Qood of toars—
As Bareguited ho was sookiag rost—
That ;u‘os.u whuso busom Goats both hopes and

oars
Found a response whilo falling on hor breast
Sho racsed bor yoal; the dying sunboatns rushoed
s 1ih radidy joy forth frow the cloud aborve;
Thoy shipltg on bor, tho carnation blushod
1ato a prak vno, or a wo nan's tuvo |
Reyoicing Naturo tostifiod the whilo
110 boaming gladnoss in an archdd am o,
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CHAPTER XVL

TREPARING FOR TIE NXUPTTALS,

Lady Id * and her father wero at issue respects
ing her marriage, for which an carly dsy was
aypointed, The brido oloct, mindful of pronises
made to intimate frionds, proposed that tho ce-
romony bo celebrated at St. Georgo's, with all
the éelat u dozen bridesmatds, &c., could give to
1t; while the Larl—pleading his lady’s delicato
liealth, and tho estrangement still oxisting be-
tweol? him and his gon — twished fora more
quict alair, at the church adjoining his own cs-
tate. Darcy chioso to be passive In the discus.
slon that aroso; ho reslly cared veory Iiitlo who-
ther hie espoused 1da in tho ocountry or in town,
auq eventually tno wil' of the young lady pre-
vajted.

Tio remonstrances of Darcy, and a strong de.
slrg Lo 800 1rls sl<ter happlly marrled, comblaed
o pring Percy from his seclusion, and a hollow
reconclligtion took placo botween him and
his parents. The Earl was shocked to seo him
looking palo and hollow-eyed, but attrituted It
to the dissipated life e had beon leading; whilo
Ida and por mother weroe 100 much gbsorbed
with bndal finery to notice his wasted hands,
or the cough that racked his attonuated framo ;
only Darcy watched bim with great anxiety,
und rofused to bo satisfod with ambiguous re.
Wies to lus Questions,

t It 13 no uso teillng mo that yon are not b,
whilo 1 sco yon so weak and spiritiess, Yoz
Toust consent to & ~ a physiclan”

Ho was about tw ring the bell, when Darey
prevented 14

« My doar follow, 1 wish you'd lot mo atone,
{f I choose 10 consider myselt well, Why strive
{o convinco mo to the contrary ? I havo seen
aphysiclan, and Lo wasfrank enoungh to tell
mo that ho could not cure me. Now are you
fatiafleq ¢

o By no means. I must know thc name of
this Incurable malady, beforo 1 place any do-
greo of faith in this 1nability of tho medical pro.
feas!ion to copo with fr.”

« 'l whisper It to you baforo I dle,” sald Par.
cy, smlling sadly. «The doctors who oure to
oarn thelir fees would tell you that I am hor.
vous, Or billous, o consumptivo; but why
should I—who know to tho contrary-—swallow
thefr nausoous doses $”

« For t:a satisfaction of your fricnds, whoare
more hopeful of your recovory than you profess
to be,” D2rcy promptiy roplied. « Let mo send
for Gllmore or Percival, aud let thom prescribe
for you ¢

u Darcy 18 right,” sald tho Rarl, 1n whoso study
this conversation bad taken pince. * It isbuta
Ppoor sign of penitence to throw health reciklozsly

 away.”

Perey bit his lips at this allusion to his past
lifo, buthe did notresontit. Ho had grown won-
derfolly gentlo and forbearing, clinglng 1o tho
socloty of his oousin with all the afficction of
earlicrdays. \Whetber ho chorished an attach-
ment for Lestolle, or whother he visited hor
duringthoso hours tho Countess and Idadoevotod
to vislls gnd visitors, Darcy could not summon
courago to ask,; and tho Earl was oqually silont
on the subject,

000 morning, Porcy was sitting over the fire,
which had been lighted on purpose for him,

Ahtvering and coughing avery timo the door was
oponod, and yet taking a vivid intorost in the
instrucyons forscitiements which the Earl's so-
licitor was receiving from the bridegroom.

Lond Gleranghton Iay back 1n his casy chair,
seldom gpeaking, but wearing a look of sa-
premo gatlsfaction at the prugress of afllics.
Oncaonly bho deprecated Dansy’s very goneroas

intgnlions,

« Thig is too m rev doar boy., XfIda's
dowry had bratr fatheriit might havo bdoen
scttled on the pRia don’behiidren, uad then—”

But now K yor were 8upted.

« Whtown him all Ihe sum you namod for

ba Bow g e b Lot us bo nz just asw.
Mmualrorarev o] °

fuse, and Alill MOrRanoyed at his brusquorie.
last be aald: account, or, rather, through
«1 canpob pro%e, that Iam obliged toac! with
an I fntendod,?

L 3

# But I shall want nothlng more from you,
fathor, oxcept & grave,” his son replied ; “and
4 Daroy will make a bettor wo of your money
than 1 should, Put down tho other ton thousand
pounds, Mr, Yatoly.”

Hut Daroy lald b!< hand on tho papors, for
he snw that tho spoooh had topribly unnorvod
the Barl,

¢ Lot us dofer all furthor dlscussion of tho
Z « . tii! to.morrow.”

Me. Yatoly started up scith alacrity, aud put
lii« spectaclos 1nto bis pockot, ¢ Tho vory thing
I wus wishing to proposo; for I have an ap-
pointment at Lyle Btreet, at noon, Are you
waiking thet way, Mr. Lesmora? I shiould bo

1 to sy a fow wonds to you {n privato.”
barey looked surprised, for the solloltor looked
significant and lowered his tono as ho mado
this requost ; but thinking It twould bo aswoll
to leave tho fathier and son to tlhomseclves, ho
oxpressod his rendinessto accompany Mr. Yato-
1y, and thoy quittod tho houso togothor,

“lam constrained to put somo rathor peou.
liar questlions to you, Mr. Losmore,” tho solict-
tor began ; @ but I havo my roasons for thom,
which I will oxplain prosontly. Do you rotalan
1such reoolloction of your father, the Monorabloe
Anden Lesmoro

“No. I was & moro child whon his doath oo-
ocurrod. Why do you ask this ¢

Alr, Yatoly, who was o vory preciss littio old
gontloman, waved bis hand.

“ Ono moment, my dear sir — ono momont.
Mrs. Lesmore, your highly respected parent,
survived hor husband somo threo or four ysara.
Hem 1 tho mateh was {n overy rospect ahappy
onoe, eh

“To thobes® of my knowledge, yos,” answorod
Darey, trylns .0 grow patlont.

“ Yos; anu you have novor had any reason
1o supposo or suspect that tho Honorablo Ardon
Lesmere had contracted any marriago prior to
hisufiion with Miss Honrlotta Darcy ? Now
hear mo pationtly, my doar sir,” ho ndded, na
the young man commenocod an indignant dis.
clidmer, « 1 oid you that I have snMicientren.
son for making thoso inquiries. Tax your mo-
mory, and try and recall any hints you may
bavo heard, any papers you may havo found,
which would Smply that such a socrot marriage
wasactually celobrated.”

#1 profor to hear your roasons first, Mr. Yate-
ly. 1 don't caro to be mystificd on such a
subject.”

AMr. Yately tapped a papor he produced from
his pocket, «Thoy aro contained herc, sir, I
received this document thiy morning, fro.a
White and Wellsloy,—a highly respectable firm,
—notifying to mo tho!lr {ntention of calllng upon
you, Cuarles Darcy commonly knowa as tho
Honorablo Daroy Losmore, to resign all tho mo-
2neys and c4tatos you—as thie roputed helr of tho
lato Arden Losmecero—are now holding, to thelr
cllent, who clatms to be tho only surviving
child of the sald Arden, by a marringo whioh
was consumated in the yoar 18—, tho mother
of tho sa1d client being alive at tho time you,
elr, woere born.”

Darcy staggered back, and stared at «ho law.
ser tncredulously.

¢ It 13 tmpossiblo t My father was an hon.
orablo man, and I say again that it I8 .wpos-
siblo 1”

Mr., Yately doliberatoly took a plnch of snufl,
and meditated ovor it

“2y reminisconces of AMr. Lesmero twould
led me to agroo with yod, only I cannot oon.
oclve Whits and Wellsloy londing themselves to
Amere flam. Thoy must havoe had what ap-
peared to them vory convinelng proofs of the
logality of theso clalms, before they undertook
10 act forthe porson who alleges thom.”

# Then you would havo me regard the matter
scrionsly t” erled Darcy. ¢ You do not considor
itisan infamous attompt to oxtort money ™

4 2fost certalnly I donot! YWhite is butan or-
dlnary man; clever in his way, perhaps, but
nothing pecallar, Wellsley, howover, 1s thor.
oughly practical-~-keon, shrowd, and not easity
led astray. If Wollsley has taken this up, de.
pend on it thore’s something Init.”

« Which something, acoording to thetr way of
stating it,” sald Darcy, glancing through the
letter aguln, ¢ fnvolves my legitimacy cod po-
sitfon, Why, good heavens, it's monstrous to
expect mo to give any credenco to thial My
father actually tho husbandof another swoman,
whon ho wooed and wonan holross froin onoof
tho oldost of tho county families § YTzh! X
shall treat tho afalr with tho contemptft de-
scrves 17

Bot Afr. Yately shook his head. « I'm afrald
that won't do, my dear str, I was really dis.
tresscd on your account all the whilo I was
gkotching tho draft of thoso ssttlemnonts, for
they will bo void, absolutely vold, If Whitoand
TWollsley’s client be able to mako good the stato-
ments thiy “sttor contains! Wo shall have to
bo wary, sir, and get o peop 1ato tho cnciny's
hands befare wo agtet to despiso his play.”

Darcy thought awkile. Though hls confl-
denno in his fathior's hanorromalned unshaken,
ho saw that somo groater proof waus necded
than his awn solltary rofutation of thio cliarges
brought ngalnst it.

«Will you soco theso lawyers for me,” he
asked, # and lcarn wpon what foundation they
baso this stranzo story? Axsurothem from o
that wwhilo I wouid notcoutinao o bhold property
to which I have no lcgal right, yet that I will
contest tholr claims to the utmost if thoy do
nat saccead in coavineing mo that thoy aro
Just onecs,”

« Quito right — quite right I” assonted Mr,
Yatoly. « I will contrivoe to soo Wellsley. White
is slow, but T have a groat resapect for Wallsloy. |
1 Il have afriewlly chut with him s it's oot wosth |

had
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while to declaro war {1l wo are dbliged, Tho
notorlety just now would bo oxtromoly unplun.
sant—for tho lady especlally.”

Tlut hero Darey broke in,

¢ Ay marriago 2~ ou are alluding to that, It
must bo postponed, of course.”

o dld not say this as if overwholmed at the
prospoot ; but Mr. Yatoly choss to consider him
0, and s00i ingly roplled, # \We'll hopo not ——
wo'll hopo not. I may bo ablo to bring you
bottar nows to-mocrow, Whoro shall I find you
ubox;tnolovon. whioh {s tho only hour I cansparo
Fyou

“At my unolo’s, Lon Glonaughton's. He
must bo apprizod of what has happoned, and ho
may boablo to rondor usinvaluablo assistanco in
rebziting tho assertions of this mushroom clalme
ant, Whoro has he boon hiding himself all
theso yoars t I caunot think of this attompted
imposition as coolly as you scom to regard it.”

Darcy was fast losing his tomper, for tho
more ho dwolt upon tho cansequencos that must
follotr any litigation, tho moro li's annoy-
anco incroased. Mr. Yately saw this, and
hastonod to tako his leave.

“ILot usbo pationt titl to-morrow, ray dear
slr, Lot mo advise you to put this vory une.
pleazant aMulr quito out of your thoughts until
you havo hoard my roport.”

“Iixoollont advice, 1f I could bat follow it,”?
Daroy roplicd, and thoy parted—the soliaitor to
busy himsolf with more prossing affatrs, and
his client to shut himsol¢ up in his chambors,
and ransack dosk and drawers for overy paper
and lottor which was lkely to boar upon hisf.
thor’s carly lifo,

Ho had promised to oscort Ida and Mrs, Lav-
ington to o flowor-show ; but while tolerably
positive that this claim to tho Lestnorv cstato
oould not bo o fust one, it harrassed bim somuch
that he sont an oxocuso, and did not show him.
solfat the Earl's until the following morning, a
fow minutes before tho hour at which Mr, Yato-
1y had agroed to mceot him.

Peroy came {nto tho room just behind him ;
ho rarely carcd to be solus with his father, and
would goncrally watch at his dressing.room
window for Darey beforo he emerged from hiz
own apartments,

J1o was the irat {o perceivo that troublo sat
on his oousin’s broad brow, and to inquire what
it was,

“ Nothing 1a0ro nor less than the prospect of
o law-sult,” was the roply.

Tho Earl looked up from thas lotter ho was
writing, and Poroy shruggod his shoulders,

« I shonldn't have thought that o tussel swith
Damo Law would have disturbod your cquani-
mity 0 much! What havo you been doing ?
—taking possozston of somo hedgo or ditch that
doosn't bolong to you 1”

¢ Worse, i1f my opponont proves his caso § for,
according to hils ples, Iam not what I'seem ;or,
in other words, I havo no right to the namo of
Losmero,”

Exclamations of surpriso burst from both
father and son.

«Explaln yourself, Darcy I

Bnt hio pointed towards tho solicitor, who wes
Jast ontering the room.

“Ilcro comos my informant, o cantoll the
tals with moro paticnes and doliberation than
I am able to mustor. Iave you scen Whiteand
Wellsloy, Mr. Yately

«I havo scen one of tho mombers of that
fiem,” the sollcitor repited, as he soated hime
self; ¢ and I rogret to say that wo aro throat-
oned with a great deal of unpleasantry, if no-
thing worga."

Darcy folded his armz and put his back
against tho mantelpioos, while Mr, Yatoly read
to the Earl and Percy tho lotter which ho had
recolved op tho provious day.

Lord Glcnaughton wipod tho perspiration
from his brow as he listened.  « Thia 1s torrible
—Iit is infomous,” ho excialmed. « What {8 to
bo dono 7?

« Huash, father,” cried Paroy, impationtly;
“we have not heard all, Go on, Mr. Yatols.
‘What nottce havo you taken of this letter ¢

« 1 have — with Mr, Lesmore's sanction —
sought, and obtained, an fnterview with ono of
the members of the firn from whom this come-
munication omanatos--highly respretablo mnen
Loth White and Wellsloy ; but closo, very closo.
Thoy would notgive mo o glimpso at thelr tao-
tles ; but thoy assured mo, without prejudice,
that tho ovidonco put Into their hands warrants
them o nssorting that wo havo not 3 feg to
stand upon.”

Lord Glenaughton Iooked unecasily at his ne-
plicw, who had started from his casy attitude,
and moved across nearer to tho tabdle, and thon
bls luniship exclalmed, ¢ Evidoneco! 1f thoy
have any, why lbas it not been brought forward
socner? Itis tho vile schemeo of some clover
knavo, dopend upon it I?

Mr. Y+‘oly bow~d In dcforenco to the Earl's
opinlon, put weat on: « Their caso is that tho
Honorablo Anlen Losmere, during a pedostrian
tour 1n tho south of England, vislted Hnleaby,
whero he mado tho aequainintico of & young
girl named Estlier WaverliL?

It was Darcy’s turn to utlor an expression of
astonishment. It must have boon toan episodo
1D bix fathor's lifo that ho had listoncd when
tho Earl oxplained bls Intarest in Lestoile.
Turniog o lttlo from the rest of tho party, tho

‘ young man dropped tnto a chair; and shuded
, s fnee with bix hand. Ho was right-miuded
»and honorable ; and his best feoling werd | simplo girls ¥omotimes obtaln jmmense power
! wounded when he was compollod to Lollove that ! over tha minda of tholr admirors.?

- tho parent whoso memory ho had xo fondiy so- .

vorenced had provod hfmsclf nefthor tho ons
nor tho othor.

#This young girl,® sald \i- v -1, peading
from hig uoics, # was—so it3- . {—=2arsiod

away from her liomo by Mr. Arden, who mar.
rlod ot o church near Winohes'or, By this mar.
riago — of which White atd Wollsloy’s oltouts
allego thoy pozsosy oconcluaive proofy — thoro
woro to children, tho oldost of whom Ia doad,
but tho othior survives; and it {a on her Lohalf
thel her guanilan proposes to lnstituto this sult,
unloss wo are propa ed to ronounco tho Les.
moero ostatds in favorof his ward.»

¢ In favor of tho aotross, Lestolle! By Hoa-
vons, ho shall not!” oxclaimod Lord Glon.
fughiton, dasuing his hand florooly oa the table.
 Is this misorablo girl always o work us sor.
rowr aud porploxity 17

« Not a word ngnjnst Lostollo i oried Perey,
confronting tis futhor with flashing oyos. # This
is not her dolng — 1 swoar tbat it I8 not ~ but
Paulton'si® -

« Paulton Is thio nnmo of tho Indy’s guandian,”
Mr. Yately cominonted. ¢ W. Paulton; 1 bave
1t ontored hore in my momomnda,”

#Itis somo of his hundiwork,” Poroy ocon-
Unuod. ¢ DBut Daroy must huve his own,
fathor I—ho must havo bis own! Look to it
sir—~look to it 1"

+ Bo sllont I” was tho storn roply. « Have X
not borno onough for and through you, that you
oomo prating and toaching mo my duty to my
brother's son * Ho shail not lose his Inhorit-
anco, if anytbing that I can do or say can pre-
vent it. My time, my monoy, {sat Daroy’s dis-
posal, and I am roady to swear that this girl
was not Ardon’s lawfully begotton chitld, What
moro would yout have modo 1

« My dearuncle, Poroy did not intend to con.
vey any reproach to you by his hasty specen,”
Daroy gontly intorposed, ¢« Indoeed, both ho and
Iaro vory oortain, thatalthough you may notaet
with tho samo hot-haaded rashnoess that would
charaoterizoour procecdings, you will prove my
bost counsolior Jn this awkward affalr.”

Thoe Earl was modificd. ¢ I wiit dofend your
nights, my dear boy, and your fathisr's honor.
Arden Losmcro was not gulity of tuo critoo im-.
putod to Him ; I amn cerialn of it, Thoro wasuo
sach bar to his unton with Henrletta Daroy as
this would have Loen, He \ras one of tho best
and kindest of mon, 8uch a burdon on hiscon-
scionco as that would have teen, would Lavo
welghed bim to tho carth i

Andon Lesmoro's son wruog his unele’s hand,
but he sighed as ho did g0, for he thought of
Lestello’s doserted mother and her own neglect
od ohildiood, To Yo suspooted of hiaviug sinned
againat tho holress ofan anclent family, nronsed
tho indignation of thodead ywurn's noarest of kin,
but the fuct that ho hnrd undoubtedly dupad an
fonocent rustic was not dweltupon,

In tho meantimo, Mr, Yately had bsen poring
over his noto-book, and now looked up to ask
if Lond Glonaughton could remombder whotker
his brotuor really mads this pedostrian tour, and
under what ¢ ~cumstiances.

Tho Earl glawcod at Darey, who answered for
bim,

% Yos, woadmit my father's visit to Halosby,
and bis having mado the aoqualutaucs of
Esthar.”

« Ajono ? Did ho mado th!s toar alono 1"

« Partly,” Lord Glonauglhiwon roplled. ¢ At
Halesby, 1 joiued hira for a weck or so.”

< Hal acd becamo cognisant of tho attashe
ment M

« I loarned that ho admired Esther,! tho Essl
unwillingly acknawtedgod.

«And you left him still residing &t that
placo

« No, wo guitted the viitage togother. Icamo
back to Londanalcne, for Arden proposod cross.
fng to Ircland, and visiting the Loakes of Kil.
larnay; but I know no.hing cortala of his move-
monta till wo mot {n Parls, just beforo hisunion
with Miss Darey.*

« This is unfortunate, asit opens & probability
of Mr, Lesmore huviug returaed to Halesby
after your departure. Did nut your londship
ovor havo any oonversation with him respoct.
ng this girl 2*°

s Not uatf} I wasinattendance upon himdur.
ing big l1ast $liness’

wAnd then 2 queried Alr. Yatoly oagorly.
« Pray tax your momory, my lord, und try to
romomber precisoly what ho said 7

s Nothiltg that cooid induoo me tothink that
lie had over folt any disposition to make Esther
Wavorlili his wife,”

« This implies that our adversarios are oor.
roct whea thoy assort tuat sho qoitted her na.
tive pinco withs Mr, Lesmore,” mnttored the so-
Neltor. * Can you remsmber the words inwhlch
his alluslons to hor were conchied

«Tho subjoct 1s 3 painful one,” sald tho Earl,
aftor a long pacse, * Nordo I s2o how & ropse
1it50h of our conversetion would sorve suy good
purposo. Arden sald that tho glri's tato weighed
heavlly on hits mind, and I promisoed tngivenor
somon pecunlary ald, but not a word Of snco o
martiago was uttored by elthor of vs; and I
ropeat that I am convinced that my brother
nover loved hor well oncugh to havo drwamod
of marrying her, She was a protty, simple, un.
pducated gisl, bat sho wouald uyve besna clog to
any nspliring man”

wVory likely,” sald Mr. Yatoly;¢ but wo
must bave someilitpg moro tangiblo o work
apon than our owa coavioctions that Mr. Lesmere
did ot tiake o foolish match. Wo must find
ous whicss o wont aftor he loft your lordsllp,
. and wo must bear In mind that those pretty,

Darcy lookod anaoyed, ¢ You speak 28 If
i your own opinfons wero adversa aties 87

# Not nrall, my dear siry dat we lascjarsare
 obliged W lovk &Y Loth sides of avery question ;
i aad, wiile sy privato osuvioilon fs that Mr.
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