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COLONEL LAURIE'S SPEECH

ON THE OPENING OF THE PROVINCIAL
EXHIBITION AT KENTVILLE, BEPT.
2911, 1880,

Mr, Chairman, Your Excellencics, Laidics
and Gentlemen :—

Understanding that wo are to be ad-
dressed by their Excellencies the General
amd the Admiml, I should have contined
mysolt to the simpls discharge of my duty
ws President of tho Central Bonnd of
Agricultare, and contented myself with
furmully receiving over the Provincial
Ixhibition of 1880 from tho lucul come
mittee, und as formally handing it over
to the Chief of the Lixecutive, the Queen’s
representative, in order that ho might in
due course declare it open. But as suc
cessful farming in Nova Scotin is with
me no mere hobby, but an article of fuith,
I shall venture to detain you whils I
bricfly touch upon thuse sulijects which,
whatever may be the views entertained
with reference to them, are to us furmers
undenfably of great moment, and I will
offer & word of caution and a wond of
encouragement, It is so established a
pructice to let the sweets follow the sulids,
that I naturally take the less agreeable
gubject first, leaving the more palutable
with wbich to conclude.

Ever since the eattle trade from this

continont to Lurepe was developed, we'

in Nova Scotia have been urged on all
sides to throw ourselves into this tmdo
and sharu in its profits, but this advice is
tendered on the assumption that there is
a profit on it, and it is on this point that
I offer n word of caution. My own
opinion has always been that this trade
originally opened up asa means of getting
1id of surplus stock ab a time when the
prevailing commercial depressior  bad
competled retrenchment, and sv reduced
the demand on this sile of the water.
Thus commenced, my fellow fucmers will
readily understand me when I say that
a cash market offers great temptations,
and as o fut ox is & very expensive animal
to keep, the feeder naturally sells him at
maturity for the best price hie can get,
and I doubt much whether the owner
could really figure out the total cost of
manufacturing the becf, and this is the
point L wish our furmers to examine
cosely. Can they muke the beef for the
price ut which they sell it? I feel satis-
sied that when our good friends advise us
to go into cattle raising aud cattle ship-
wents it is done with_the ides that we
shall hecome wealdiiey and ntore dude-
pendent. thereby. I do not doubt that,
by the exercise of great care and great.
judgment, beef can be made at a profit,
and I have very grave doubts whether
our farmers in Nova Scotia have, 33 a
general thing, devised such a diet, have

established such a system of fecding, as
will enable them to breed and fead cuttlo
which when mutured and fed for the
English warket, ¢can bo sold at 34 to 85
por 100 1bs,, and leave any profit for the
producer.  Starting then, from this text,
I would urge upon all to give vory serivus

considertion tothe questivnof cheapening’

tho cost of feeding cuttle. .Unguestion-
ably much of the financial success of
farming dopends on the farmer's capability
to keop his fanmn well stocked, and dispose
of his matured unimals, at any rate, at
cost of production ; and, fres as I am o
admit that we have amongst us sume
furmers who show great capacity in their
profession, I regret 1 must give expression
to the opinien thiit tho-vast mujority of
the cattle bonght off the farms cost fur
more than the owners obtain when they
turn them into cash,

Lam however satisfied that, tuking our
year through, we have the seasons awd
the Innd whick will enable us to turn out
agricultur! products as cheap aud as
good as in any part of the continent
Woars not bound to adhero to themethods
followed by the scttlers of one hundred
years since, but, by experimenting in new
breeds and new crops, we can assimilate
what is suitable in the. mathuds of other
regions, and sv establish a system of ugri-
culturo applicable to this Province. And
as I promised a wornd of encourngement
before closing, I wonld wefer to thy gene-
rally expressed opinion that Nova Scotia
is not & wheat producing country, aml
reply that our rveports from all over the
Provines show that the wheat ctop is
geucrally most satisfictory, the yield being
reported lurgs on the breadth sown and
tho quality good. We find spring wheat
gown, inn not too favarable gpring, giving
us a return of 30. bushels to the acrs, n
yicld that I do not thing is reached, or
at any rw exceeded on the continent, and
in regard to quality I mmst fall back on
my own testintony. Having but lately
returned from Moutreal, I had an appor-
tunity of secing the wheat exhibited by
the Provincinl Government of Manitoba,
our great North-West grnary, and I do
not hesitute to say that in length of ear
and in size of the cleaned gr.iin vur Nova
Scotin wheat exhibited 2t the 1879 and
1880 Exhibitions was more than equal,
it was superior,”

I am well persuaded that we have no
climatic obstacle to the growth of wheat ;
and, with the increased enltivation of the
finer cereals and the consequent prelimi-
nary drilled rvot crops for fertilizing snd
cleansing the land, we have the greatest
promisc of prosperity to the furmer in the
cash peturns sttained for his wheat or
harley, auddn the root crop and refuse of
the grain being fed to his cattle, which
will at any rate maintain the productive
ness of his furm,

Apologizing for the length at which I
huve treated this subject, wliose import-
ance, howover, all will recogunize, 1 now
in due form desiro to hand over this
Provincinl Bxhibition of 1880 to you,
Sir, Lo usk that you will declare it open.

HALIFAX EXHIBITION.

—

ADDRESS OF IS WORSINP MAYOR TOBIN.

May it please Your Excellency : \

When the Corporauon ot 1lnlifaz_under-
touk fo carry out gho Kxhibition of 1879,
they determined on erecting o striicturs of i

‘}wrumncnt deseription, with. the view 10

widing Annunl, or, at any rate, lrequent ex-
hibitions in the city, not neeessarily so ambi-
tiousin their character as that of last year,
whun the money of the citizens was sapple-
mented by i liberal grant from the Provin-
cinl ‘T'reasury, but, nevertheless, of an extent
suflicient to show to advantage the varied
woducts and manufactures of the Province.
n accordance with this design, wo this year
issued a prize list of 86,000, inviting the
farmers, the mechanics and the fishermen of
the Provinee to meet here in fuendly com-
petition.  We have to-day the response to
that invitation in the well filled tables of
this hatl, and in the very creditable show of
live stock in the sheds outside,  The entries
in this departiient are, as might have been
expeeted, not #s numerous as in 1879, by
reason of the course adopted by the Come.
mittee, who, after mature deliberation,
decided to yestrict the amount and the num-
ber of prizes to what they considmed judi-
cious hits,  ‘Thie Herd prizes baye, been,
dispensed with, an opinien prevailing that
the object, especially of an Exbibition to be
held in the city, should be nut to bring toge-
ther the largest number of animnﬁ, but
rather to obtain an exhibit of the best indi~
vidual specimens of each kind.  The expe-
rience of last year suggested the propriety of
witldrawing wunceesary prizes, and left the
impression that this coukl be done without
impairing the utility of the Lxhibition, while,
at the same time, it pointed to the ndvisa-
bility of modifying the terms of compuetition
in other cases, so as the move fully to pretect
the interests of exhibitors.  The lessens of
the present year will no doubt lead to fur-
ther improvement in the next, so that jn the
conduce of the Exhibition itself from year to
year, asin the Industry of the country, there
may be a marked advance towards pestees
tion. .
It is appropriate that refevence should
here be made to the erops of the year, the
mcre 0 decause of the fict that on all sides
of us in this building we have reminders of
the importanes they bear in yelivion to thy,
prosperity of the country, and it is pleasing
to state that the enquiries made on this sub-
Jjuet bave clivited the assurance that the
labors of the husbandman have met with
gravfying success, if we except the hay crop,
which liere, as in the United States and in
England, has bien light.  Wheat raising,
which during the past few years has been
increasing steadily thvoughout the whole
Province, Cape Breton included, has this
yenv received an unusual degree of attention,
and we higar that Jarge quantities have been
sown with ¢very promise of results which




