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)Id authority is flot to be anathexnatized, on accounit of the serni-superstitious
is hornage which certain leni,-aced, pietistie preachers manage to elicit fromn

on the ignorant, neither has O. P. Q. any logical grounds for pronounicing sen-
te- tence upon the prize system, from the occasional tendency to over estiniate
les prize-wvinners.
ce O. P. Q. bases his next argument on the fact that while one year two men
on may receive a gold and silver medal respectively, on the merits Of 7S and 75
ly per cent papers, there may next year be 5 or 6 mnen wiho get nothing, althouigh
)£. they have taken over So per cent, becaube the niedalists of this year take go
of and SS per cent respectively. This argument, as is evident at first sight,
at rests upon a false assuml)tion. It assumes that the exarnination papers of

;y each year are identical in their degree of"I toughes"NCO .Qa
ie mnan who has long been acquainted w'ith examination papers, knowvs wefl

ig that there is often material difference between the nature of ti'o, consecutive
Id papers on the saine subject. It requires no stretch of the imagination to,

ie conceivc that the first gold medalist who made 75 Per cent may have xnerited
n. greater commendation than the gold medalist of the followiDg year who,

ymade g0 per cent. This is aps.,ible supposition, and much more pr-oba ble
ie than that of 0. P. Q., for it certainly presents itself to our minds as a most
n extraordinary occurrence that 7 or 8 men of a Theological year should corne

1-in on the Jieels of their predecessors, and every nman of themn make a better
opaper than the gold medlist of the preceding year. O. P. Q. predicates a

y sudden stride in intellectual strength wvhich is not likely, ever to be realized;
tt and an argument ivhich rests upon a vit-tuai im/'ossibi/ity must in strict

justice be pronounced valueless.
j After drawviig an unwarranted inference fromi his position as stated above,

e O. P. Q. gives utterance to this profound reflectin : "lToo many have to
t learn that more than a medal and a few prizes are requisite wo make a preacher
s of the gospel." True. And too many have also to learn that more than a

S white necktie -,id a broadcloth suit of clothes are requisite to constitute
S ministerial dignity. Nevertheless it is quite proper to, w'ear both of these

articles ; and so, granting the wisdom of O. P. Q.'s observation, it proves
Pothing wvhatever as to the essential tendency of"I a medal and a few prizes."'

SNo one dlaims that these appendages Ilrnake a preacher of the g>ospel,' s
t that O. P. Q.'s expression is mure rhetorical flourishi, having no vital connec-

tion with the subject in hand. After establishing the incontrovertible position
that Il a mnan may have ail these (medal1s, etc.,) and yet be a gigantic
failure as a minister," O. P. Q proceeds to state that prizes "lprevent some
of our students from, doing mission wvork during the summer, etc ... Others,
while they do not remain at home, but go to the mission field, instead of
preparing new discourses, utilize their old sermons, the crude productions of


