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PLEASANT HOURS.

i

Sing,
BY CHARLKS EDWARD PRATT,

Siva § as thoe birds shall teach thee,
A song of love and trust;
Sinye ! till the world shall listen,
Tui thine own eyes shall glisten
As joy or grief shull reach thee,
As a truo singer must;
Muv the brave music swelling,
From thy good heart upwelling,
Its message still bo tolling
Long ufter thou art duat,

Sz ! for the world 13 weary
Wath bucdon of its care;
Aud men are heavy-hearted,
Puplexed, misjudged, and thwarted,
And sin has made life dreary,
Femptation everywherd.
Sing ! as true singer may,
Driving these clouds away
With promises of duy
\Whose coming shall be fair.

Sing ! as thy heart shall bid thee,
Nor let the music Jie,

Its tenderest words unspoken ;

Give gencrouely love’s token s

Heed none that would forbid thee
As duys and years go by.

Think not of what it cost thee,

Gold, fricndship, pleasutes lost thee,

Of praiges seldom tossed thee,
uf Dlame few would deny.

Sinzg ! and thy heart’s best feelig
shall not in van be speat.

Sunie soul, sin-sick, hife.weary,

Shall at thy soug grow cheery,

As thou in jt revealing
New hope for discontent.

And put away the badness

Of sin and strife and sadness,

Of wisspent dnys, with gladness
in holy purpose meaut.

Stg ¢ and thy song shall aweeter
Girow with the coming years,
And same duy men shall heed $ce,
Fiamyg how mach they need thee
To make their lives completer,
Wiosmw fuith shall still their fears,
Sing t with thy soul’s pure fire,
thy passionate desire,
That Godward doth aspire,
And heavenly music hears.

HUNTED AND HARRIED.

4 Tale of the Scottisk Covenamters.
BY R. A. BALLANTYNE.,

Cuarrer L—Ox.tnv. Hont,

Os a brilliaut summer morning 1 the last
quarter of the seventeenth century a small

- troop of horscinen crossed the ford of the

riva Cairn, in Dumfiiesshire, uot far from the
spot where stands the litile church of Irgugray,
and, gaining the road on the western bank of
the stream, wended their way towards the

- moors and uplands which lic in the neighbour-

hood of Skeoch Hill.

The dragoons, for such they were, trotted
rapidly along the road that led into the soli-
tades of tho hills, with all the careleas dash
of men whose interests are centred chicfly on
the cxcitements of the passing hour, yet with
the unflugging perseverauce of those who have
a fixed purpose in vicw —their somewhat worn
aspect and tho wmud with which they were
bespattered, from jack-loot to iron headpicee,
telling of a long ride over rugged ground.

_ Tie officer in command of the party rode a
littl= in advance. Close behind him followed
twotroopers, one of whom waa a burly middle.
aged man with a stern. swarthy countenance;
the other a youth whose tall freme was
scarcely, if at all, less powerful than that of
his comrade-in-arms, thongh much more
elegant in form, while his youthful and ruddy,
Yet masculine, countenance suggested that e
must at that time have been but a novice in
theart of war. ’

This youth alone, of all the party, had a
somewhat careworn and #ad expression on his
brow. It could hardly have been tho resuls
of fatigue, for there was more of case and
vigour in his carriage than in that of any of
his compavions.

** Wo shonld be near-the river by this time,
Glendinning,” said the leades of the party,
Teining in and addressing the swarthy trooper.

**dy, sir, the Cluden rins jist ayont thoe
turn o' the voad there,” replied the mau,
*“Yel hear the roaro’ the fa’ in a meenit or
twa.”

¥ven as he 2pokc the dull growl of a cataract
was heard, and, a fow minutes later, tho party
came upon tho ford of the river.

It was situated nct many yards below the

nclurcuiuo waterfall, which 1s now spanned
)y the Routen Brulge, but which, at that
tino, wus unbridged- atall ovents, 1f a brlge
had proviously existed, it had fallen 1n v beon
carried away-und tho wild gorge was um-
passable.

Tho sound of the fall alone told of its
vicinity, for u denso mass of folinge lud it
complotoly from the troopers view unti they
bad surmounted the steep bank on the other
side of the stream.

“Are you well acquainted with this man
Bluck ? asked the leader of the party asthey
emerged from the thick belt of trees and
shrubs by which the Cluden was shaded, and
continued their journy on the moe open
ground beyound.

*Ikenhim weol, 8ir,” answered the trovper,
¢ Androw Bluck was an auld frcend o mine,
an' a big, stoot, angry man he is  knudly dis-
posed, nac doot, when yo et him alwne, but a
perfu’t deevil mearnato when he s toosed.  He
did me an ill tuen ance that, I've no jaud hin
off for yet.” N

“I suppose, then,” said the officer, ** that
your guiding us so w.llingly to his cottageisin
part puyment of thas nnsettled deht ¥

“ Maybe it is,” vephied the trooper grimly,

“They say.,” continued the other, **thut
there is some ystery about the man; that
somchow nobody can eatch him.  Like an cel
he has shpped threugh out fellows ingers and
disappeared  wore than once, when they
thought they bad im quite safe. It 11 sad
that uu vne oecasion ho managed esen to give
tho ship to Claverhouse himuself, which, you
know, is not casy.”

** That muy be, sir, but he'll no ship through
my fingers gin I ance git a grap o' his
thrapple,” said the swarthy man, with a
revengeful look.

** Vo must get a grip of him somechow,”
returned the officer, **for it is sard that he is
asly kelper of the rebols —though it is as diffi-
cult to convict uy to catch hun; and as this
gotlering, of which our spies have brought
infurmation, 1s to be in the neighbourhood of
his house, e is aure to be mixed up with it,”

*“Nae doot o' thut, sir, an’ so we may
manage to Kill twa birds wi' ae stane. Bug
I'm in u diffeeenlty noo, sir, for yo ken I'm
no acquaint wi’ this country nue farer than
Cluden ford, an® here wo hae come to a fork i
the rond.”

The party halted as he spoke, while the
perplexed guude stroked his rather long nose
and looked seriously at the two roads, or
bridle-paths, wte which their road had: re.
solved itself, and each of which led 1nto very
divergent parts of the heath-clad hiils.

This i;uidc, Glendinning, had becomes ac.
quainted with Black at a time when thelatter
resided in Lanarkshire, and, as he had just
snid, was unacquainted with the rogion.
through which they now travelled beyond the
river Cluden,  After & short conference tho:
officer iu command decided to divide the party
aud cxplore both paths,

** You will take one man, Glendinmng, end
proceed along the path to the nght, hesad;
hie sad ; ** L'will try the feft. If you discover
anything like a house or cot within.a nule or
two you will at onee send soitr comrado back |
to let mo know, wlile you'take up your quas.
ters in the cottage and await my culming.
Choose whum yunt will for yout cumpanian *

441 choose Will Wallace, then,” suid Glen-
dinning, with a nod to the young trooper
whom we have already introduced.

‘The youth did not scem at all flattered by
the selection, but of course obeyed orders with
military promptitude, and*followed Ius com-
rade for some time in silence, though with a
clouded brow. -

**It gecms to sne,” said the swarthy trooper,
as they drew rein and proceeded up o steep
ascent at a walk, *“that yo *re no” sae pleased
us ve might be wi' the wark we hacon hand.”

* Pleased 1 exclaimed the youth, whose
toue and speech scemed to indieate him an
Englishman, **how can I be pleased when all
I have been called on to do since 1 enlisted
has been to aid and abet in robbery, cruelty,
and murder? I bonour loyaity and detest
rcbellion as much as any man in the troop,
but if I had known what I now know I wouid
never have joined you.”

Glendinuing gazed at his companion 1n
amazement. Having been absent on detached
scrvice when Will Wallace had joined -about
three weeks previously — he was ignorant both
ua to his character and his recent expericuces.
He had chosen him on the present occasion
simply on accouat of his youth and magnificent
physique.

**1 doot I've made a mistake in choosin®
you,” said Glendinning with aome asperity,
after a fow moments, ** bat it’s ower lato noo
to rectifee’t.  What ails ye, lad? What hae
yoscen?”

1 have scen what 1 did not believe possi-
ble,” answered the other with suppressed
fechng. **I haveseen a little boy tortured
with thumb-rcrews, pricked with bayoncts,
and otherwise ishumanly treated Iccause he
would not, or could uot, tell where his fathér

was. I have seon amnn bung up to a beamr
by his thumbs becauso ho would non giva, up
monoy which perhapahn did not povsese, [ﬁ
havo scen a womun tortured:by havanghyglitml,
matches put between her fingers becansa slig
would not, or could not,. toll whure a, caue
venticle was bemmg held, L diil noty indoed,,
see the lnst deed actunlly done,. alse: wonld L
have cut down thy cowanl who Qe Tho
poor thing had famnted and the torture was
over when 1 camo upon them., Only two days.
ago 1 was ordered out with n ‘nrty. whe
pillyged the houss of a. furmor hecause hin
refused to tuko an onth of allegunce, wineh:
Aeems W hasvo beon purporely a0 worded. ns. to,
muake these who tnke it virtually bondslavas
to tho King, and which makes himn mastor of
the ltves, proporties, and conscioncos of hin
subjceta—and all thix done in the Kig's nume
und by the King's troops !

*An' what pairy (Rd you tak’ in these
down's?’ uakcﬁ. Glendimming  with  some
curiosity. .

“I did my best to restrain my commmudes,,
and when they wers burning the hayricks,,
thiowing the meal un the dunghill, and wreck-
my the property of the farmer, Lout thoe conds
with which they had bound tho puor fullow
to his chair and-lot hitn go free.”

¢ Dild enyboily seo you dn thap?™ .

“ I believe uot; though. L should not have
cared if they hud. [ am thoroughly disgusted:
with the service. I know little or nothing of
the principles of these rebels—these funatics,
as you call them— but tyrauny or njustice L
cannot atand, whetlier practised by a king or
a beggar, and I am resolved to have notuing
more to de with such iendish work.”

“ Young man,” smad the swai thy comrade in
a voive of considerable solemunty, **ye¢ hae
obviously mista'en yourcathn'. I you werena
new to thao paitts, ye would ken that the
things ye objec’ Lo are quite commmon.  Pun-
ishin’ an’ harryin' the rebels and fanatics—
Covenanters, they «a' thersels has Leen
gnun on for years ower a° the land, In my
opeenton it's weel deserved, an’ nacthing that
ye can do or say wull present ag, thouh what
ye do an’ say is no’ unlikely to- cut short yer
ain carcer by means o' a rope roond yer
thrapple. But lush ! wan, I wonder ye hacna
heard about thae matters afore now.”

My having xpent the last few yeura of my
lifo in an out-of the way part of lrelund way
account for that,” said Wallace. **My fathor’s
recent death oblhiged iy motherto give up her
farm and return to her native town of Lanark,
where shic now hves with a brother. Poverty
and the urgency of a coumn have wmduced
me, unfortunately, to take service with the
dragoons,”

* Aftor what ye'vo said, hoo am L to count
onyer Kelpin' o e'noo?* asked Glendinning.

¢ Aslonyg as I wear the King's uniform you
may count on my oheying orders unleas Lan
comnanded to hreak the plainest laws of God,"”
answered the young man. ‘' As our preseut
business is only to discover the cottage of
Andrew Black, thero scems likely to be no
difficulty between us just now."”

“Hm!? Im ne sure o that; but of ye 1
tah my advice, lad, 36 1 baud yer tonguc
aboot thae mattess. If Claveis bvasd the hall
o wiat yohve said Lo, hed send yeinto the
neat warl® witheot gieing 3¢ time o say yer
prayers.  Freedam of spee b is no’ permitted
at the present time in Scotland  uuless it be
the right nind of »peceh, and—"

He stopped, for at that moment two younyg
girls suddenly appeared at a beud of the roac
in front of them. They gazed fer a moment
at the soldiers in evident surprise, and then
turned as if to fly, but Glendimning put spurs
to lus liorsc and was heside them i a mement.
Leapmg to the ground, he seized the girls
roughily by their arms as they clong together
m alarim, ~ Une of the two was a dark-cyed
little child. The other was fair, unvsually
pretty. and apparently about fifteen or sixteen
years of age.

The trooper procceded to question them
sharply. )

¢ Be gentle,” 2aid Will Wallace, sternly, as
he rode up, and, also dismounting, stood
Leside them. **No fear of ther runnng
away now."”

The swarthy trooper pretended not to hear,
but neverthelens relaxed lus gop and merely
rested his hand upon the fair girl’s shoulder
as be said to the other—

* Now, my wee doo, ye canna be far frae
hame, 1's bo sworn, ¢ \What's yer nome?”

* Aggic Vilson," answered the child at
once,

*And yours!"”

** Jean Black,” roplied the blonde timidly.

“QOho ! an’ yer faither's name is Andrew,
an’ his Lioose ia closc Ly, I'll Lo boung, 50 yc 'l
be gaid .acuch to show us the way ull't. But
first, my bonny lass, ye "1l gic mea——"

Slipping his arm round tho waist of the
territied blonde, the trooper rudely atteinpted
to terminato his aenténce i a prctical wan-
ner : but before lus hips could touch et fuce
ho received n blow from his comrade that sent
him-staggering against a ncighbounng tree.

Blasivg: witdi astonishinent anid: wrath,
Imdinuing draw his ssword and s‘i‘m_rgu hia
aunpanian, who, sltemiy full off thdignation
al. the memory of what Ho lind beoo ae rocontly
anopullink: to. witzioes, ocould il bmeok the
indignityy tine otfvad! to the dafencoeloes gitl.
Hir woapun tlashied: from its shivath on the
instant,, andi for s fow moments tho. two ten
qup anmdbs Wirund b sacl. other with savago
furocity: \Wallace, howaver, was o youug
awli unusd, o mortnds strifo to sontemplate
wittuinditfoponon Uie possibility off shedding
the, Bloedioff mecumpsla.  Quickly recovenng
himwlf;, hi atondl entiroly, on; the defensive,
wdtiahh; Uik vigguroun astivity enablid him easily
w-dl  Burningundor tie jusult. he hadd re
coivod} Glendinnimg falinosuch compunctions.
Ha gualied’ i udvorsary forvoly, and mado n
lungo at: Inatt whitly sott ouly passed the aword
thimugh tite laft aloeva of tha youtl'’s coat,
but: sligily wonndind, his urmn. Roused to
uncoutyallhdln. anger by tiis, Will Wallaco
fotaliod himopponput wmbluw so;pawerful that
itlbent dowmhis. guard,. rug: liko a banuner
an. Bisirom Headpivee, andl fairly hurled tho
mu. into. e dituh. ab the rordside.”

Sumowdiati alhemud: at this suddes zesuls,
thu vouth hnstily pullediliim out, and knesling
besitle: him,, anxipusly cxamined bis. head.
Mucly to: his:redfuf e found thut thero was no
wound: ayt all{ andt tiat the man, was only
ataumned:  After tho, examinntion Wallace,
ohaerved that tdio gitly had tuken. advantage
of tho fruy to muko thuin eacape.

Ihdignation, amt apger having by that timno
evaporated, aud Jua judgment huving become
cool, Wallnee began gradully to approcinte
his true pumition, aud to feel oxceedingly unp
comfortable, Ho had recklossly, expressed
opintons and confessed to actions which-would
of themuelves msute his being disgraced and
cast into prison, 1f not worse ; lia had almoss
killed one of his own comrades, and had
helped two guls to escape who coultk probably
bave assisted in the uccomplishment of the
duty ou which they had been despatched.
His case, be suddenly peicens ed, was bopeloas,
and he folt that hie was a lost man.

(7o be continued.)

A THRILLING RESCUE.

PasseNGEls on a Jemoy Central train
wore witnesses of a thrilling leap for lifo
and a brave rescue.  As the train rounded
the curve and n{»pronclwd a8 a high mtw of
speed the DLridge over tho Lackawannn
river, the engincer was horrified] to sco &
littlo girl walking upon tho tics, ami about
half-way acruss the bridge. He Blow his
whistle and reversed his lewez, Themo-
montum of the train carried it nashing
towards thechild. Asthe teain boredown
on her the little girl started to rum, heai-
tated a moment, and then jumped off the
trestlo- into the river below. As tho traim
had approachied the child Johu Mcllick,
fireman of the engine, started from the
step, and wheu the train camo opposite to
the sput whero the child had jumped off bo
leaped oft o the air, turned over two or
threo times i hus descent and struck the
water 1 a heap. He rose to the surfaco
umnyured, seized thy, strugghing child and
brought her safely ashore.  Neither Mel-
lick nor the child were injured Ly tho
jump. When the truin stopped the pas.
sengers commended: Mellick for lus brave
deed.  They took up a collection for hum,
and quite a Jarge sum was realized.

Adoration of the Shepherds.
(See cut on last pags.)

Witk shepberds watched their flocka Iy
mght, .
All seated on the ground :
The angel of the Lord cane down,
Aud glory shone around.

¢ Fear not,” said hie,—~for imghty dread
Had seized ther troubled nund,

** Glad tidings of great joy I hrng
To you and all mnnkimf.

*To you 1n David s town this dvy,
Is born of David’s line

The Saviour, who 13 Chiriat the T.ert,
And this shall be theaign:

¢ The beavenly Rabe you thero ahall Snd
To human view displayod

All meanly wrapped u swathing bands,
And in a wanger laid.”

The shenherds have found the Holy Babe,
and are the fint of the many thousauds upon
thuusands to bow dewn and worship Jesus
AWhat new juy and happriness must cosno ataul
1ng into their hearta as they prv *
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