| THS AMARANTI.

392

\

“mitted through an opening in the wall. He
. was acenpied in knitting, and thus kept in re-
. pose, seldom having any violent paroxysins of
insanity, ao soothing even to the disordered
nind is employment. Rarely bave we seen a
face which bore such cvidence of character
and beauty. None of the ficrceness and mat-
ted hair of ordinary maniacs! His fine Gre-
cian face and well moulded features were pal-
lid from confinement. is datk cye flashing
out unnatural fire. His rich beard and black
heir drooping in ringlets over his wild and su-
pernatuaal face. These were prominent char-
acteristics of the son whom the mother loves,
and there he lives, in his darkened apartment,
chained to the floor.
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A Taovent.—How few who live and die
are ever known beyond the precincts of their
own neighbourhoods! They are beloved by
a few and perhaps hated by as many, who
live in their vicinity, but they soon depart
from the world and leave no trace behind.—
In a few years their names are forgotien and
nonc remember that such individuals ever ex-
isted. Thus we shall pass away. How hu-
miliating the thought! Yet we are tugging
and striving for honor and distinction. What
can they yield usif obtained! How muchbet-
ter to strive for real virtues, that when we are
called from the scenes of time, we may be pre-
pared for n more glorious state, and leave be-
hind an influence that shall be felt to the latest

period of time.
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Marrrep Lire.— There is a hiad of Lachd-
or snecring at the married man, catant, which
has in many instances affected weak minds,
and too often caused estrangement from do-
mestic cnjoyments. Some men have a singu-
lar rride of isolated independence—a selfish-
ness that scorns to share with any one the
cares, the doubts, the fears, or the pleasures of
the heart—who almost invariably meet wath
laughing contempt, any allusion to what they
seem to consider the very cquivocal joys of
a married life.  With many this is nothing but
affeciation—a kind of carcless expression of
an opinion not well settled in the mind; but
such an cxpression has its influcnce, and is
calculated to affect the actions ard feelings of
too many whose condact is governed, not by
their own innate sense of right or wrong, but
by thz intimations of certain persons for whose
opinions they have a regard, or whose sneers
they are not willing to brave.

Cnarirv.—If “ Charity covereth a multitude
of sins,” what an excessively charitable com-
munity this should be, in order to hide a small
portion even of the record of their * manifold
sins and iniquities!”’ We don’t mean purse
charity, though, at this ume of thie year, if pro-
perly applicd, that.would cover a great many
backs, and conseguently covera ** mulutudeof
sins.”  But there 18 a charny of spinit, that 18
even less known, or of known, less practised
than the other, a chanty that exhibits itsclf i
the generous flow of what is sometimes term-
ed *the milk of human kindness"—in com-
forting the afflicted, cheering the sorrowful,
and sympathising with the guilty. Adesireto
look with mercy upon human frailty, to extenu-
aterather than magnify fanlte, and a willingness
to believe that fallen natureis not so bod esit is
frequently represented: to look in short, at the
bright sideof things, and even when viewing the
character of a friend, which may have been
clouded by an unlucky circumstance, feel that
though dark to-day, it may be bright to-morrow
—and when theself-rightcous turn away in the
wviolence of their virtuous indignation, meekly
lay your hand upon your heart, and pray for
strength in the hour of need.

“Man's inhumanity to man
Makes countless.thousands mourn,”

says the best of nature’s poets, and whatis this
but unchaiitableress, a readiness to behieve.all
thatissaid against man, and an unworthy scep-
ticism with regard tohis praiseworthy actions.
A persecution, galling to the heartand crushing
10 the spirit, is carried on, because he has been
maligned, no matter whether unjustly or not;
he has a bad name and 1he svoner he is hanged
thebetter. This is the world's chanity, tostrike
a falling man, and kick him when hie is down?
Hotv many hearts are now mourning, how
many broken and now at rest, from this one
causg, victims to unjust suspicion and cruel mis-
representation ; the storm came and they bent
seneath its power, the blight of uncharitable-
ness fell upon their hopes, and they died. Learn
then, reader, to enquire before you condemn—
takeitnot for granted that all you hear is true,
listen to calumny with distrust—seck out apd
enquire the motives of the calumniator, and
in nine cascs out of ten, you will find that he
is actuated by feclings of personal hostility—
hatred or malice. Practice the charity of the
purse, for by sodoing you cast your breadupon
the waters, which shall return unto you after
many days—but ncglect not that chanty -of
the spiri—the angel that ministers'to the op-
pressed and broken hearted.



