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former naine. The Restoration gave back
tbe ancicnt pnivileges, and tbe second
empire and third republic brougbit no
more chianges to thiis farnous society.

Tbus, to-day, the Academny formis a part
of tbe Institut national, but preserves its
primitive appellation. ht is composed of
forty m emibers,often called "The Forty I ni-
niortals," probably froin the nmotto on their
crest, "A Uiiimortalité." 'I'1 -y are elected by
the company, but tbey niust themnselves
sek tbat bontor. A refusai must be a biard
Iblov, yet we see tbat Zola is flot yet dis-
couirzied bo ugh lie bias made thirteen
attempts to gain admission. To become
a meînber is ibis epicurean novelist's
g1reatest ambition. As lie tbiiink bis %vorkc
entitles Iimii to tbat distinction, hie sayf, ibat
bie wvîll present bimiself on eacbi successive
vacancy. B3ut tbe socicty bias too muitcl
dewct-'c to a ccel)t Iiimi. Neither Zola nior
iXiudet cani suicceed in tbeir atteinpts.
Only cîninient talent or inidefaitîg)able labor
opens the loor.s of the amademny. Tbus
the greatest bonor tbat cati be conferred
on a Frencbi writer is bo be e]ected a
iember- of it. If tbe institution cati be

accuse-d of baving somnetimes (and it is
very seldoii), admittcd attors unworthy
of sucb distinction, cbiefly on account
of tieir rank and î olitical influence, it
cani on no0 ground be blaniec for baving
accepted, tbose whbo bave worn the green
cuat and cocctd bat silice tlie establisbi-
.1entI of tbe repubNlc of our days. These
are %vniters of undeniable trerit, wvhose
'vorks forni by. tbemselves a wbiole
literaiure.

Trhe Acadeîny's irst object wvas to purify
tbe Frenrh lauai n this task it bas
noblv stucc.eeded. 'l'lie first edition of ils
celebrated l)ictionary appeared inl 1694,
and the sixtb, ivbicb is also tbe hast,
ii 1 895. Eacbi 'ord of it 'vas dis-
cussed by tbe miembers, so that tlie wvork

~va ecedighy long, but tbe innumer-
able services it bias rendered, have amply
repaid thie labor ýpent in ils comiposition.
The speeches of reception, of wvbù-b one
is nmade on the adi;pission of eacbi
mcm ber, have a ifox ded many niasterpieces
of modern eloquence. But do these ora-
tions, and tbe other works of the lauireates,
or even the Dictionary itself, give the
truc mneasure of tbe grandeur and utility

of the conipany ? No,we niust not consider
it under ibis head, if we wisbh to estirnate
justly of wvbat use itlibas been, and is yet
to-day. In a country wliere letters have
liad such in extraordinary influence,
it is at the Academy that tbey bave found
the mnost complete organization, as well
the mnost striking and lasting association
of their strengtlb. A pubic~ character, a
regutar and well-recognized ziuthority,
independence, dignity, ail t!:ese conditions
of powver tbe Academiy lias posessed
and througli it tbey have been
insured to letters. Th'is -is really the great
%vork of the Academy. i3y its constitution,
by its liberties, by the spirit it bas given
to letters, by tbe place it bias conquered
for literature iii Freneh society, it bias
bestowed invalvable gis on literature.
liesides it encourages in the nation the
taste for intellectual effort. Wbat
yotung mviter, tbinking that perhaps be mnay
onie daybecomea mnemberof thatrenowned
society, does not exert himself toth
utmiost to. create a nmasterî,iece ? \Vbat
ilonor for Iiitti wvben lie bias produced a
noble effort, to see it crowned by the
Academy ? Mready a Iew of our- Frenchi
Cai-adian wvritin-gs, bave olitained that
distinction. Is not tbis tbe greatest coin-
ruiendation tbey could receive ? It inay be
m,'ell to say inreference to tbe crowniîîg of
a boi)k, tb it twvo conditions are necessary,

leieof crstbe rare mienit it înust
S;firsîly the author nmusi be living,

secondly, tbe %work miust be in its first
edit ion.

Th'e inost farnous expontents of French
literaîture bave entered tbe portais of tbe
Acadeîny andi iniînortalised it. We
naine but a fev; Corneille, Racine, Vol-
taire, Boileau, la Fontaine, Bossuet,
Mlassillonî, Fenelon, Lacordaire, Mlira baud,
Cbateaubriand, Victor Hugo, Lamnartine,
Alfred de MNusset, D)upanloup. Strange
to say, iany eminent authors, for soîne
reason or other, have neyer belonged to
it. Sucbi are M\oliérc, Descartes, Pascal,
Piron, J. B3. Rousseau. The Academy,
biowever, rel)aired tbe injustice donc to
Moliére, by baving bis bust placed
in uts room with the inscription

lRiewl ne 111anque à sa« gloire; il ~wiîatà la
notre.
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