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of the Sacred Heart, and ollier institutions
of learning and cliarity, besides building
no fewer than thirty-six charchej.

In July 1877, Cardinal Pecci wvas ap-
pointcd Cardinal Canierlengo by Pius IX.
The post of Cardinal Canîcriengo gave hiin
the presidency of the Apostolic charuber,
and the chief charge of the temporal itics
of the Holy Sec. He ivas not destined
to holà this office long. On FebruarY 7tli
1878 tlie illustriaus 1>ius IX breathcd bis
lasr and on the Cardinal Canierlengro
devolved the duty of superintending the
funeral cérenionies of tic dead Pontiff
and of making the prepîarations for the
conclave of Cardinals to choose a suc-
cessor.

The conclave met in the Vatican, on
the 18th of February, and on the 201th,
aftcr three ballots had been takzen, Cardinal
Pecci 'vas found to be the choice of the
conclave by more thani the two-thirds
majority required. Ini accepting the de-
cision of the Sacred Colle.ge, hie annotinced
that, as Pope, lie would take the naie of
Leo, in nieniory of Leo XII, whoni lie had
held in high esteem. On the sanie day
he wroie to his brothers, of %vhoni lie bad
three older than liiniself, Chiarles, johin
Baptisî, and Josepli, afterivards created a
Cardinal, announcing bis elevation to
the Papal throne, and asking the assistance
of tlîcir prayers. Here is the firsî letter
of our Holy Father, Pope Leo XIII.

From the Vatican, February 201h, IS7S
Này Dear B3rothers.

I announce to you th.-t in ibis niorning's baillot
the Sacrcd Collcge has decidled to maise niy humble
person to tie Chair of Peter. My first lette. is
the presenit one wvhich I ad(Iress to niy fainily, to
wvhonî, inifflc'ing for ilicin cvery li.upincss, I scndl
witb affection the Apostolic lienedictioni.

Pray camnesîly to the Lordl for nie,
LEo xiii. l>oi-E.

For flfteen years D-o XIII bas pre-
sided over the univet -il Clîurch, sitting on
tie thronc and exerci, .g ail] tîeautliori.y
of the Prince of the .Apostles. Durîn.-
those flfteen years tic power of the Papacy
bas been felt tlîrouiglout tic civilizcd
world, anid the poterucy of ils influence for
good recognized in quarters ivhere hostility
previously reigned. The flrst care of P>ope
Leo lias naturally heen for tic Chuicli lie
was cliosen to rule. No Pope, in trulli,
has upheld with. a firnier band the digîiýy

and authority of the Holy Sec, nor done
nmore to nî.îke known, the teaclîing, anîd
extend the influence~ of the Catîolîc
Churcli, %wlîose earthly lîead lie is. But
lie lias accotipllisliedl îlis %viîl tlîe least
possible claisbiigi %viîl antagonistic forces.
His aii bias been t0 conciliate and win.
Belîold i îig iil ti nsu.rpassed clearîîess of
vision tlie dangers îlîaî tbreaien society
'vitlî destruction, bis endeavor lias been
to unite, under the aticient banner of Uic
Popes, îlîeir natural standard, ail the
savlngy forces of society. In a series of
encyclicals, renîarkahîe alikze for their
brilliancy of style, and deep philosophie
îliougbit, lie lias pointed out the evils that
hiave crehît into society and nienace ils
stability, thîe usurpation by the state of
tlîý rights of the Clîurch, fuse ideas of
liberty sîuringing fromn false priiiciples of
philosplîy, and tHie loosening of tHie bond
of niarriage, %vhiereby society is wvounded
in its source. \Vmtl a power trutlî alorie
could give, lie lias denounced secret
societies as tlîe enemies of cliristianity,
lias inveiglied againist the socialistic and
conînitunistîc teaching of the age, the de-
gredatioxî of niatrimiony, anid the cxagger-
ated doctrines of state rigbîts. He lias
tatight tHie wvorld as it bas neyer been
tauglît before, the truc principles on wvhich
socieîy mîust lie bascd, on wvbicli alone
it cant hope to be pernmanent. 'l'huse prin-
ciples are thie indissolubility of niarriage,
the truc relations of Clurclî anîd State, and
the mîutual riglîts and duties of labor and
capital. Leo XIII lias sowed abundantly
the good seed, but it is at best a weed-
clîoked soi], ibis; mîodern society, and it is
too early yet to judgc of tHic fruit.

In lus dipioniatue relations with the
Etiropean stales Pope Lco lias lîcen
eiiiiiîeîily successful. H is grcatesî truinîpli
lins becer. in Geriiay, Tlîc listor'c jour-
ncy to Ca.noss.- lia3 beeuî rade by the
great Gerîîîan Chiancellor, whio found lis
wvay mîadeceasy b)y tHie concihiatory îolicy
of tHe Pope, and Inter, wlien Gerniaiivand
Spain dispuicd Hlie soverignîy of Uic Caro-
hune Islaunds, Uic dispute 'vas at Uic pro-
posaI of tHue Geruiaru Princ(r, left to the
arhitrailionî of His Holincss, iii whose
%visdoni anid iiirtiality lie avowed tHe
ftîllest conifidence. "X\ liat Lco XIII. lins
accouîiplislît.d ina' lie siimnîiuicd up in tie
wvords of a great Ei-,Ili ivriter, " He
asceîîded thie tîroîîe of St. Peter as nîuch
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