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to re-construct, imperfectiy it may bc, Paul's general corception
of the rninistry. There is no figure in any agi- wbichi so deserves
to bc set up as a model for Christian ministers. and there is no
pastor who so cleariy apprehiended God's thought of the niinistry
wlichl lie liad "'received of the Lord Jesus Christ." Let us ex-
amine then Paul's idea of

I. Thte M1inistei- as a ila.-On two different occasions
Paul specified at considerable length the qualifications of a min-
ister of Jesus Christ. The first passage is I Tim. 3: 2-7-"1 A
bishop then must be blameless, the busband of one wvifc, vigilant,
sober,- of good bebiaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teachi; not
given to wine, no striker, notýgreedy of filtby lucre; but patient,
not a brawier, not, covetous ; one th'tt ruleth well bis ow'n bouse,
baving bis chiidren in subjection witb ail gravity; (for if a mnan
know not how to rule bis own bouse, bow shal bie take care of
the churcll of God ?); Dot a novice, lest being iifted up with
pride lie fall into tbe condemnation of the dcvii. Moreover, hie
mnust biave a good report of tbem wbichi are without, lest lic fal
into reproach and the snare of the devii." So wlien Paul directs
Titus to ordain eiders, bie gives the same directions aimost to a
word-" If any be blimeless, the biusband of one wife, biaviing.
faithfui children, not accused of riot or unruly. For a bisbop)
miust be blamneless as the steward of God; not, self--wiiled, not
soon angry, noV given to wine, no striker, not given to fithy
lucre; but a lover of bospitality, a lover of good mnen, sober, j ust,
holy, temperate ; holding fast tbe faithfui word as lie hiatb beeni
taugbt, that lie mnay be able by sound doctrine botb to exhort
and to convince the gainsayers." Titus 1: 6-9. H1e urges Timothy
to be " an ensample to themi dhat believe, iii word, in inanner of
life, in love, in faitiî, in purity; and lie hiinself is so conscious of
beingr witbout reproacli that bie exborts the Ébiiippians as fol-
lows :-" The tbings wliicb ye botb learned and received and
beard and saw in me, tbese tbings do, and tue God of paesa
be with you." It would seem froin these passages that any dis-
ciple of Christ, of blameless manners and pure character, mek,
forbearing, temperate, sober, just, boly, tboroughly attacbed to
tue doctrines of the gospel, bavingr a natural gift for teacingi(
and biaving soine experience, in the Christian life-not a novice
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