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THE HERALD OF

SENSIBL SPELING.

PRONUNCTATION.
(Clontinned from puge 145.)

As ther is much misunderstanding and
want of understanding of some element-
ary facts of Pronunciation, it wil be use-
ful to giv them plainly. To do this, let us
study some clasie, as Gray's

ELEGY
RITN IN A CUNTRY CHURCHYARD.

The curtew tolls the knell of parting day,

The is Ok, Oi, 0¢, coloquialy do; Ok is
comon if emfatic, 0i is usual it next word
begins with a vowel; de, if with a conson-
ant.  How shal this variation in orthoepy
be indicated?  Let e denote E, i, or e, We
then hav d¢ denoting this variant pronun-
ciation, with ‘the’stil the orthografic form.

Cupfew is ker'fiu, where er stands for er
or ur, both ¢ and v being modified by the
t. As this is always folod by r in the same
sylabl, it does not conflict with use of e
for k, i, e. A variation ocurs in fewr, com-
only givn as fyil. Webster, however, says
that tho y be herd begining a sylabl,asin
wlue g\'ul‘yu), yet that faint i () is preferd
in mid-sylabl, giving {i{i, fig, and fyu, all
heing denoted by fZu, where Z denotes i or
y. The curfew, French convre-fen from
couvrir to cover and jer five, was rung at
8 p. m. and introduced after the Norman
Conquest.  Couere-few is now pronounced
ctivr fe:—800 years ago it was fairly fo-
netic. While in French the first vowel
has shifted to @, with us it has become u
or modified e. So burglar (burglor or ber-
glor) has come from Norman-French bour-
glaire. These, then, furnish actual ex-
ampls of Sound-shifting, see p. 149, more
thoroly workt out by Germans under title
Lautverschichu»gy (Laut for she'bupk). In
feu also, drifting or shifting has been in
diferent or oposit directions. So late as
the Tudor period such words as few, new,
wer sounded, feu, neu. They hav now be-
come i, neG, as more fuly givnon p. 141.
Of these fit and fiii ete. apear relics of er-
lier shiftings, doomd to yield to fyu ete.

T'lls is tolzas more generaly pronounst.
In south-eastern England it is tovlz. In
other words, the vowel is folod by a faint
u (™. In Cokny speech it is toulz, where
the vowel has shifted from close o to close
« (0), 2 change oposed by Punch as quoted
on p. 36, Ther isan Irish dialectin which
o is ou: thus dold becomes bhould, and
soul soul.  Pat givs ou distinetly, whereas
the Cokny makes it the trochee o®. Again
the former uses it in certn words only, the
Iater evry time the vowel ocurs. As this
is notrecognized as proper by any diction-
ary, it is ruled out. While the dictionaris
wivtolz?, Murray’s wil giv ‘tovlz)

{ ris.

Knell is nel, Tis vowel is one of the fow
that has not shifted during several centu.
So late as the Tudor period the /- wag
pronounced, as it was too in such words
as knee.  In German, a sister-language, it
has, not yet at least, disapeard: their word
for hoy (knabe) is kna’ba.

Ofis cither ov or ov, the Iater about always
in singing. This variation is siznutied oy
ov. lere the dictionaris do not giv light.
Tru, they giv it as ‘short o, (0), but whe-
ther close « (o) 02 open o (a) is ment by
that is not clear. "he former, ov, apears
to prevail in Ame..ca, which, in this re-
spect, is more conservativ than DBritish
practice, for, as Prof. Garnet has told us
on page 146, “the older pronunciation has
been preservd more purely on this side of
the water.,”  The trath is that south-east-
ern Ing. is drifting away from the estab-
lisht general pronunciation in even Eng
fand itself, a fact which observers on the
continent of Europ do not heed enuf. As
they come so much in contact with London
they quietly asume this recent divergence
as standard.

LParting is part’in: if r be dropt, it be
comes pa't’in, in which a is prolongd o
els tends to finish with the obscure vowel
3, pu.t'iy.

Duy is de. In London and its neigh
borhood dei or det is herd. This is why
the Pavis Z'eacher, Paris lying close to S.L.
England, uses ei for close e, our ¢. Thus
in one line we find two standard vowels,
o and e difthongized by Londoners into
o' and ¢i. We shal find two more pres-
ently, making four in all.  Of these, Mur
ray recognizes o* and i only.

(Z'0 be continuned.)
KEY:a a ¢« exiieoouv n i
asin  art at ale ell ecl il I or ox 10 up put ooze

IN PRONUNCIATION ONLY.

: = lip-protrusion; ¢ = nasalization

for* = accent.

Varietisof { # er e ¢ 0o w
Orthoepy. T aa eu Eje iy 0,0 0,1 aa,e0

Fo axp or.. What is the value of o in:
“George Leonard MecLeod, one of the peopl
calld yeomanry in feadal times, bestowed
hounteous and gorgeous enconiums on one
John Bunyan, a rightesus theologian who
wrote theology in a dungeon.” If my or
thoepy is not at fault, we hav 12 values of
e, Again, what is the value of oc in:-
“Whoever does in a poem rime felloe with
canoe is a wrong doer and a foetid foe to
merey.”  Iav we 9 values of ve in the a
bove? Wil some mathematician caleulate
waste of timeand energy required to teach
and lern such absurd spelings?—Jrwcn
Arnu [J. R)in Jur. Amer. Orthoepy.




