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THE BURNING OF
KINCOLITH.

ON Sunday, Sept. 3rd. the vill-
age of KINCOLITH on the
NASS was almost completely des-
troyed by fire: 25 houses and the
new Church reduced to ashes !

LETTER FroM ArcDpEACON CoLLISON.

Sunday wap a day of trial here. A
fire which brqke out in a back house
spread rapidly from house to house
until it caught our beloved church.
Burning shingles and embers, blown
by the wind, fell in showers on the
roof of the doomed building, setting
fire to it in several places at once.

I never felt so powerless in my life,
the long ladder which had been made
for the church having been partly
consumed before the fire reached the
building. Finding there was no pos-
sibility of saving thechurch I set ab-
out removing what I could. Mrs.
Collison had already succeeded in

L-Q v —~—gottingcut. the Commnnion Table-

cover, Bishop's chair, kneeling stools,
carpets, prayer desk and seat, lectern,
and font, rolling the latter out, as it
was too heavy to carry. With the
exception of a few all the people bad
fied to save their own effects. Albt.
Welsh helped metocarry out11 seats
and 1 standard for books. I then at-
tempted to qut out a window, but
finding therd was not sufficient time
for that I cuf out the folding doors
with their hijpges instead. Making a
final rugh tojssve another seat I was
beaten back almost suffocated by the
blaze and sthoke. As I ran out the
flames were shooting up the apire;
and knowing no more could be done
there [ ran fb the salvation of the
mission-house, scorched as I ran by
heat from the burning houses: the
whole row, from the church to Frdk.
Allen’s house, was in flames. Calling
on those who live beyond the mission
house, 5 of whom eventually respon-
ded, we began to pull down Philip’s
houge,- the nearer of two which still
stood unscathed hetween our house
and the conflagration. We had pul-
led down half the house when the
further one was ablaze; and being a
two-storey house the heat wasintense.
Running to the beach, where the wo-
men had placed all our things out of
the mission-house, I seized some blan-
kets steeped them in water and hung

them over the most exposed parts | Smaiie

of the building after which we pour-
ed on water, with which the women

kept us supplied, now on the flames
from F's house, now on Philip’s. To
make matters worse F's back house,
in which his grease hoxes were, was
soon in a blaze. 1 need not tell you
how grease burns, it literally scorch-
ed me, and [ fell fainting to the earth.
Mrs. Collison and our Indian helpers
threw cold water on me, and I drank
a quantity of salt water by mistake.
My renewed efforts were eventually
rewarded with success,- the mission-
house was saved! But when I saw
the way in which the contents were
damaged, having been thrown out of
the windows and over the strand, it
bardly seemed worth all the trouble.
Yet, again, I felt, as Mrs. Collison re-
minded me, that with the mission-
house we had saved 8 houses and the
old church. Thank Gob not alife was
lost, but some 25 dwellings and the
new church, besides all the back
houses, were destroyed: only the two
ends of the village remain standing.
More than halfof our men were absent
hence our weakness and loss.

At midnight the people gathered
round §he glowing embers @ the
church’ for prayer, when I adu.®ssed
them from Isatan lxiv 11-12.

_ W.H. Collison.
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KINCOLITH RELIEF FUND.

TheParchdeacon’sletter descgibes a
cajamity vhich never fails to “elicit
the practical sympathy ofthe English-
speaking race. The majority of the

eopleare homeless. Something must
ge Xone for them before the winter.
The Domn. Government will no doult
render some assistance; but helpmust
come from other sources to make the
relief really felt. In this remote cor-
ner of the {’rovince it takes a long
time to communicate with each other.
In the present case to call a public
meeting and appoint a Committee
would be an impossibility: I therefore
venture to nominate as a_Committee
the following:- C. Todd Esqr., Ven.
Archdeacon %ollison, and myself.

Subscriptions may be paid into the
Bank of B.C.or sent direct to the
Archdn.,and wili be acknowleged in
this paper.
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MISSION NOTES.

MervararLan:- The Bishopand Mrs.
Ridley have, I believe. rone East for
a shorttime. The Rev. W. Hogan and
Dr. Ardagh are in charge of vhe sta-
tion during the Bishop’s absence.

Kirgatra:- The Rev. F. L. Stephen-
son is being happily assisted in his
work at this station by his brother.

Girwinaa:~ The Rev. A, E. and Mra,
Price are expected back from Eng-
land this Autuman to resume their
labours at this place.

Averr Bay (Diocese of Co.umbia )i~
The Rev. A. J. and Mrs. Hall are at
present in England on leave of ab-
sence, and Mr. Corker is' in charge
of the station.

Arvansi:- Day school was recom-
menced this month with 19 children
on the books.

The saw mil} is working very well
and the old bark-roofed huts are fast
giving place to pretty cottages and
substantial dwelling houses.

With the autumnaj freshet the In-
dians hope to raft dojwn a large quan-

to be begun this wij

THE SALMON CANINERIES.

Very few of the Canheries were
able to put up a full paclj this year.
But this was not so mugh owing to
scarcity of salmon as to ghe clearness
of the “water incidental tp a cool sum-
mer; it was frequently
the fish saw the nets and

Tue Skeexa Canyivg Co.( R, Cun-
ningham & Son.) did fairly well, put-
ting up over 3.000 cases.

TuE Sraxparo (Rithetl® Co.)fishad
40 boats, and closed with a § pack.

Tux Cascavs (Rithet & Co.), on the
Nass, put up a } pack, which was the
same at the other two capneries.

The Japs have earned a food name
as fishermen; some say thay are bet-
ter than the Whites, others class them
second. As to the native fishermen
I am informed that if they do not
fish better in future, and give less
trouble to their employers, they wiil
be superseded entirely in 2 year
or two. \

N OTE. Owing to want of spucr,
and an inswficient supply of type.
L am unable to tssue a Scripture

sedject tn the vsernacvdar in this
number.

ghurch which igemmema.



